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PREFACE. 



The object and design of this little work, is 
to draw some of the rays of divine mercy which 
radiate from the inspired volume into a focus ; 
and to bring this concentrated light and heat to 
bear upon the hearts of sinners and saints, that 
the one may be melted into flowing penitence, 
and the other into glowing love. This should 
be the design of all preaching and. writing on 
divine things, for this is the object God is 
continually pursuing ; may he graciously bless 
this attempt, to the accomplishing of his own 
merciful intentions. 

The word of God is so full and complete, that 
it is not possible to add any thing to it ; all we 
want is, wisdom to perceive its riches and glories, 
perseverance in prosecuting our discoveries, 
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and faith to appropriate these inestimable bless- 
ings to our own use and benefit. 

Every thing connected with the religion of the 
Bible, is imbued with mercy. God is a God of 
mercy ; Jesus is the mercy promised ; and saints 
are vessel* of mercy. Do we pray ? mercy is 
our object ; do we sing ? mercy is our subject ; 
are we sad ? it is our comforter ; tempted ? it 
brings us succour ; it is our friend through life, 
our support in death, and will be our song 
through eternity. But after all that we can say 
of its glories, or sing of its triumphs, we must 
acknowledge " how little a portion is heard ; '* 
not little in reality, any more than the universe 
is a little proof of God's power ; but how little 
are our minds capable of grasping concerning 
so boundless a theme as infinite and etebnal 
MERCY. The mercy of God rises before us on 
the plains of truth, like a mighty mountain for 
magnitude and magnificence f and all we can 
say of it can no more exhaust the subject, than 
the particles of lava or stone which travellers 
bring home, can level Etna or lower the Andes. 
" We cannot, (says Mr. Howells) lay too much 
stress on the mercy of God ; it is the enemy of 
sin ; and it is that which effectually breaks the 
sinner's heart, and brings him back from all 



his wanderings, into the bosom of a covenant 
God." The great business of a pardoned sinner 
while living in this world, is to be continually 
found, studying^ receiving, praising, and imi- 
tating divine mercy. Should the Father of 
Mercies bless this effort to the Stirling up his 
people thereto, unto mercy shall all the praise 
be rendered ; and thus, he whq^ writes and they 
who read shall rejoice together. The author 
entreats the reader kindly to overlook all defects 
of style ; to receive the subject for its own sake ; 
and to remember the writer at the mercy-seat. 
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considebed. mercy defined and distinguished, 
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it implies concerning man. mistaken views of 
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'* When wondering reason takes her flight, 
Thy mighty universe to scan ; 
Sees worlds on worlds, *mid fields of light, 
> Then backward looks, — Lord what is man ! 

" But what art thou, transcendent Lord I 
Beyond the flight of thought or speech. 
Soaring a seraph's wing above ; 
Yet stooping to an infant's reach. 

" Oh sweet employment ! sweet indeed. 

To hearts attun'd and strung by heaven ; 
To pay to God, the grateful meed. 
For hope inspir'd, and sin forgiven." 

The most interesting and important view 
which can be taken of man, is to be derived 
from the contemplation of him^ in his relation 
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2 THE NATURE OF DIVINE MERCY. 

to, and connection with God ; from an investi- 
gation into the nature of his apprehension of, 
and feeUngs towards that glorious Being, from 
whom his existence has emanated, hy whose 
bounty he is supported and supplied each suc- 
ceeding moment, and to whom finally he must 
render an account. On a subject so all ab- 
sorbing as this, it becomes us to inquire each 
one of himself, have the faculties of my mind 
been employed in any due measure, in efforts to 
attain to any just conception of their divine 
author? How have I regarded him? What 
do I think of God ? How do I feel and act 
towards him ? If we have been and still con- 
tinue negligent in these respects, we have no 
right to lay claim to the possession of true 
wisdom, since we plainly manifest thereby, that 
we are regardless of the very end of our ex- 
istence, which is, to serve and glorify God. 
We should also feel anxious to ascertain how 
those of our fellow-men with whom we have in- 
tercourse are affected towards God; and if we 
are ourselves acquainted with him, and made 
happy in his love, we should be desirous to lead 
them likewise to the fountain of living waters : 
the entire tenor of our lives, testimony, and in- 
fluence, should be one incessant call to a world 
living without God, saying, " know the JLord^ 
Such and such only who thus act may be desig- 
nated christian philanthropists. 

Considered in their relation to God, the mil- 
lions of this earth's population may be divided 
into four classes. Those who say '* there is no 
" those who worship a false God ; those 
^knowledge the true God, but in works 
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deny him ; and those who know, love, and serve 
the God of the Bible, the Father of Mercies. 
These divisions include, severally, ** the dark- 
souled atheist;'* the blinded heathen; the de- 
ceived professor; and the enlightened saint. 
And when reading of thes^ we entreat the reader 
not to turn his thoughts towards others, but to 
fkx them upon himself, and to examine with all 
fidelity, to which of these classes he belongs. 
Perhaps thou wilt say thou believest there is a 
God ; and if this be true thou doest well ; but re« 
member, the devils also believe and tremble. 
Thy soul would probably shudder at the blas- 
phemy of the atheist, who employs the breath 
which is lent to him by God, only moment after 
moment to shout, " no God," in the face of mil- 
lions of witnesses to the falsehood of his blas- 
phemy ; but didst thou ever tremble at the 
practical atheism oi thine own heart, ever loath 
thyself for thine enmity against thy great bene- 
factor ? Again, thou wilt say thou art not an 
heathen ; certainly thou art not, for the blaze of 
eternal truth surrounds thee; but didst thou 
ever seriously consider that thy soul, if it should 
enter eternity unenlightened with the light of 
life, must for ever possess the dreadful con- 
sciousness of having " loved darkness rather 
than light ?" Hast thou hitherto remained un- 
impressed by the consideration, that the beams 
of the sun of truth which have shone upon 
thee and not upon the heathen, if they do not 
|)enetrate to thy soul so as to renew it in God's 
image, will render thy natural impurity and cor- 
ruption more loathsome than that of the besotted 
heathen, and thy body, soul, and spirit fitter fuel 
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4 THE KATUEE OF DIVINE MERCT. 

than his for the fire of God's eternal wrath to 
feed upon ? Thou mayest congratulate thyself 
that thou dost not worship gods of gold, of wood, 
or of stone, but inquire of thyself, and let con- 
science make true ai^swer, is thy soul prostrate 
before the shrine of mammon, of fashion, 
or of worldly pleasure, or does it rise in 
strong desires to* God, thirsting for his pre- 
sence, burning with zeal for his glory ? In a 
word, what effect has that knowledge of God 
which thou possessest, produced in reference 
both to him and thyself? Is it life^ life eternal ? 
John xvii. 3. Is it energy, is it bliss, Mfejram 
God, life on God, life tending towards God ? If 
thou canst indeed so affirm, then hath mercy 
visited thee, hath quickened thee together with. 
Christ, and thou art and wilt still continue to be 
borne on mercy's almighty wings, through all 
thy pilgrimage here, and eventually, from all thy 
sorrows to the fruition of God in glory. 

That God is, and that he is rich in mercy, are 
truths which to us as creatures, and as responsible 
and sin^l creatures, are of immeasurable import- 
ance. The former, his works plainly declare; 
and to the latter, his word bears ample testimony. 
The universe furnishes not a more complete de- 
monstration of his eternal power and Godhead, 
than does the word of truth of his boundless 
grace and everlasting mercy. What an atheist 
IS amidst creation, with its thousand tongues 
proclaiming God's existence, that also is an un- 
believer amidst the invitations and promises of 
God, making known his power and willingness to 
save. Both are monsters ; the aim of both is 
to blot out God's name — to give God the lie ; 
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and both must perish in their own deceivings. 
Only imagine a being, exhibiting in himself a 
thousand proofs of the divine skill and power, 
taking his stand on the brow of a mountain, and 
after gazing on the heavens above, and the earth 
beneath, lifting up his voice and saying, " there 
is no God!" Fool, wouldst thou not say, look 
above thee, witness there orb after orb rolling 
majestically in unbounded space — look arourid 
thee, see every thing teeming with life, and 
mark the beauty and the harmony of the whole 
— look wUhin thee, doth not thine heart beat, 
and thy blood circulate within thy veins ? Arouse 
thy attention and deny if thou durst, that ten 
thousand thousand voices issuing from nature's 
wonders bear testimony to the falsehood and 
madness of thy assertion. Get thee down and 
" go learn of the beasts, and they will teach thee, 
of the fowls of the air, and they will shew thee 
wisdom." It would seem almost impossible to 
suppose another scene so humbling and distress- 
ing as that we have just contemplated ; and 
yet such is human nature in its corrupted state, 
that it can and doth furnish in real life a spec- 
tacle eaually grievous and humiliating. Such 
an exhiDition is presented to the gaze of the 
imiverse in the existence of a sinner, who, al- 
though he hath a thousand times over been 
awakened to a sense of his responsibility, hath 
as many times quenched convictions, and stifled 
the witness within him, and still turns away with 
cool contempt from a book written with God's 
own finger of love, or cons it over with chill indif- 
ference, neither fearing its awful sanctions^ nor 
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6 THE NATURE OF DIVINE MERCY. 

welcoming its gracious announcements. Alas ! 
what will such do in that day, when those awful 
words shall be fulfilled : *' He that rejecteth me, 
and receivethnot my words, hath one that judgeth 
Jiim : the word that I have spoken, the same 
shall judge him in the last day." John xii. 48. 

Whether man receive or reject the testimony 
of God, it is undeniably true that '* God hath 
magnified his word above all his name,*' Psalm 
cxxxviii. 2 ; and as certainly as the starry firma- 
ment bears untiring witness to his^ creative 
power and excellence, despite of the ravings of 
the atheist ; even so, not to say more, does the 
book of God give ceaseless utterance to his free, 
boundless grace and mercy, notwithstanding the 
pride and unbelief of man. The glowing arch 
of heaven, the teeming earth, the varied seasons, 
and the diversified kinds of creatures, all reveal 
God's name, and are eloquent in praise of his 
wisdom, power, and goodness ; but when a voice 
within is heard, which saith, against this great 
being thou hast sinned, thou must meet him in 
judgment, and his power to destroy is as great 
as his power to create, then these glorious dis- 
plays of God's name produce no joyous sensation, 
but become as it were shrouded under a pall of 
darkness, and the soul turns away despondingly 
from the otherwise lovely scene. Far different, 
however, is the effect, when in the midst of the 
whisperings of the upbraiding conscience, the 
mind is enabled to apprehend, in some faint 
measure, that more glorious discovery which 
Jehovah has made of his name in his Word — 
that storehouse of mercy for trembling sinners 
— that volume of love on which is inscribed Thb 
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GLORIOUS 6LAD-TIDIKGS OF THE BLESSED GOD.* 

Then the all- engrossing questions with the soul 
"will be, can this glorious God receive sinners 
into his friendship ? Will the honors of his 
character and government permit him to pardon 
transgressors? Is there a probability of my 
meeting the great Judge without being consumed 
by his wrath ? And, when reading onward and 
diving more deeply into the word of God, the 
sinner finds that the one great object of that 
blessed book is to give full and satisfactory in- 
formation on all these points, and to lead sinners 
like himself through the majestic portal of par- 
don, to the beauteous temple of holiness, there 
to possess and to reflect God's image, and 
herald his praises eternally, then he will humbly 
but exultingly sing, " Tliou hast (O God of love) 
magnified thy word above all thy name. 
Boundless space is a shallow rivulet compared 
with the ocean of thine eternal mercy — the glo- 
rious sun is darkness compared with the more 
glorious cross — and the stars lose their lustre 
when compared with the promises which glisten 
in the firmament of truth. O enable me hence- 
forth to study nature with my Bible in my hand ; 
* thy mercy, O Lord, is in the heavens, and thy 



• " Socrates doubted whether it were possible for God 
to forgive sin, and in my view expressed the real ultimatum 
of reason on this subject. The sins of men are so causeless, 
so numerous, and so great, as to leave a sober man solemnly 
considering this subject, little else beside a fearful looking 
for of judgment. To relieve this distress and despondency, 
the Bible comes to our aid, and holds out to our view the 
most unequivocal proofs, not only of the existence, but also 
of the extent of this divine attribute." D wight. 
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faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds, thy right- 
eousness is like the great mountains, thy judg- 
ments are a great deep.' ' Praise him, sun and 
moon, prsise him, all ye stars of light/ * O give 
thanks unto the God of heaven, for his mercy 
endureth for ever.' " 

An attentive examination of the suhject of 
divine mercy, as it is revealed in the sacred 
volume, will, it is confidently helieved, fully 
shew that it most gloriously expresses the 
divine character, and most completely meets the 
necessities of guilty man. No one can read the 
Scriptures seriously, without heing struck with 
the illness and variety of their testimony re- 
pecting divine mercy. It seems to be the very 
ink in which the pen of inspiration was dipped, 
and certainly the characters are beauteous and 
everlasting. In the divine record, God is said 
to be merciful, Psalm cxvi. 5; to be rich in 
mercy, Eph. ii. 4 ; to be ready to forgive, Psalm 
Ixxxvi. 5 ; to multiply pardons, Isaiah Iv. 8 ; to 
delight in mercy, Micah vii. 18; and beside 
these, a vast variety of other gracious expres- 
sions are used, which we should diligently search 
out, and seek to understand. 

God is naturally merciM ; mercy is essential 
to his character. Divine mercy is, God himself 
heing merciful. All his glorious attributes unite 
to carry into effect the desires, and to fulfil the 
designs of mercy. When we say that God is 
naturally merciful, or that mercy is essential to 
his character, we mean that it is his nature to 
be merciful, that the cause of all his acts of 
mercy is found in himself, and in himself alone. 
But it must be borne in mind, that mercy is first 
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moved by the love, and then guided by the will 
and wisdom of God. God is holy from necessity 
of nature, and cannot be otherwise than holy in 
every act ; but there is not the same necessity 
that he should be merciful in every act. "I 
will (he says) have mercy on whom I will have 
mercy ; " and he is holy in so doing ; but he is 
equally holy when " the wicked are turned into 
hell." As God's power creates only what he 
wills to create ; so his mercy acts as his wisdom 
sees fit, and his will determines ; yet both power 
and mercy are infinite in their nature, and both 
natural to God. ** If (says Dr. Goodwin) God 
had been mercifiil to no sinner, yet he had been 
as merciful as he now is in his nature. So that 
our salvation must be resolved into some other 
principle than simply his being merciful, and, 
therefore, when we say that mercy is nature in 
God, the meaning of it is this, that it is suited 
to him, that it is that which he doth with the 
greatest delight (as men do actions of nature), 
wherein he hath no reluctancy. The meaning 
is not that this love works naturally and neces- 
sarily ; for had he not set his heart to love, had 
not his will been set upon it, not any that sinned 
had ever had a drop of mercy from him, though 
he is rich in mercy." 

But what is the nature of this attribute of 
which so much is said, which is natural to God, 
and in the exercise of which he so much delights ? 
We reply, that the nature of mercy will be best 
understood by considering its acts and triumphs, 
and by comparing it with sin and its conse- 
quences. The two greatest wonders in the 
world are tlie existence of sin, and the way in 
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which God overcomes it, so as to get everlasting 
glory to himself by the victory. This is done 
by the interposition and triumphs of mercy. 
Death is a sh^rt word, but how mighty its sway, 
how destnictive its operations ; sin is still shorter, 
but how dreadful its consequences, how horrible 
its nature ; there is one word which swallows np 
both, so that as it respects the objects of divine 
favor, they shall cease to be. This wondrous 
word is mercy. Mercy annihilates sin, and slays 
death for all believers. Truly there is abun- 
dant reason for the ofl-repeated chorus> "Praise 
the Lord, for he is good, for his mercy endureth 
for ever." 

Mercy, then, is a manifestation of the divine 
character, just suited to the miserable condition 
into which sin has reduced mankind. It is 
infinite^ unbounded^ unwearied love, moulded 
into the gentle forms of pity, long-suffering, 
forgiveness, kindness, and compassion. "Love 
(says the author last quoted) is a desire to com- 
municate good, the chiefest good, unto the crea- 
ture ; but mercy is to pull the creature out of a 
depth of misery. Parents love their children 
simply as they are their children ; but if they 
are fallen into misery, then love works in a way 
of pity: love is turned into mercy.'* "Love 
(says the pious Watson) is like a friend who 
visits them that are well, mercy like a physician 
who visits them that are sick, both of them have 
sounding bowels, and healing under their wings.'' 
Dr. Dick observes, " Mercy has its source in 
the divine goodness, and may be considered as 
a particular modification of it. Goodness is the 
genus, mercy is the species." " The Latin word 
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Misericordia signifies (as Zanchius observes) 
having another's misery at heart, but not a 
miserable heart, or one made so by the misery 
of another, especially as applied to God, with 
whom it is no other than a propensity of his will 
to succour persons in distress, whether in a tem- 
poral or spiritual way ; and this is as essential 
to him as is his goodness, of which it is a branch ; 
and, therefore, as God is essentially, originally, 
independently, and underivatively good, so is he 
in like manner mercifid."* 

The mercy of God is commonly divided into 
two branches, general and special: and this 
distinction is warranted by scripture, which tes- 
tifies, " The Lord is good to all, and his tender 
mercies are over all his works," Psalm cxlv. 9 ; 
*' He makes his sun to rise on the evil and the 
good, and sendeth rain on the just and unjust ; " 
*' He gives to the beasts their food, and to the 
young ravens which cry, yea, he preserveth man 
and beast,'' Psalm xxxvi. 6. The continuance 
of this world in existence day after day, is an 
amazing proof of the patience and long -suffering 
of God, and proves that he deals with all men 
in some sense in a way of mercy, and through a 
Mediator. When man sinned, every thing should 
have been forfeited ; darkness should have sup- 
planted light, pain have banished pleasure, and 
death have triumphed over life ; and every thing 
would have been forfeited, but for mercy. Mercy 
interposed between this accursed earth and in- 
censed vengeance — eugagedJ|to find a sacrifice, 
infinitely more ample uian an apostate world— 

♦ Gill's Body of Divinity. 
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undertook to bring forth a glorious Eden from the 
moral chaos ; and the world is spared with all its 
accumulated and acciunulating crimes for mercy's 
9ake, and to Ornish trophies to its praise. 
Looking at God's long-suffering towards the 
ungodly, and the mercies which day after day 
he heaps upon them, how should it raise our 
views of his character, encourage us to hope for 
special and spiritual mercies, stir us up to an 
imitation of his conduct in all long-suffering 
and forbearance, and stimidate us to praise him 
for his boundless, undeserved, and distinguishing 
favors. What these special mercies are, will be 
the object of the following pages to unfold. 
We may in general observe that they are vast, 
innumerable, and eternal ; suited to the soul ; 
adapted to our circumstances; and worthy of 
God. Would we feel our souls overwhelmed 
with their glory, would we have our minds 
attuned to join the melodious strains of David, 
Psalm ciii., then let us study divine condescen- 
sion, dying love, precious promises, and al- 
mighty operations. God outspreads all these 
before us, and says, ** Acquaint thyself now with 
God, and be at peace with him, and thereby 
good shall come unto thee." 

There is another study in which it is neces- 
sary to make some proficiency, in order to be 
able rightly to understand and truly to enjoy 
this wondrous mercy. Standing on the mount 
of divine revelation, let us gaze into the dread 
abvss of our fallen nature. Never is this awful 
subject so clearly understood and so profitably 
applied, as when studied in the light of the di- 
vine perfections. "I have heard of thee by the 
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bearing of -the ear, but now mine eye seeth thee ; 
wherefore I abhor myself." In God's light the 
greatness of sin is seen, and the blameworthi- 
ness of sin is ^slt ; we feel then no inclination to 
say that sin is a little thing, we feel no ability to 
shift the blame. When God's eye is felt to be 
upon us, conscience must do its work. Then 
the soul cries out, what a monster is a sinner, 
what a monster am I ; had I not been most vile, 
most miserable, I should not have needed such 
a great remedy, such abounding mercy — woe is 
me — blessed be his glorious name for ever. 
Yes, the state of the sinner naturally is that of 
direct opposition to God ; this is more than un- 
likeness. God is said to be in the light, and man 
in darkness ; here is dissimilarity ; but further 
than, this, God is said to be 'Might," and men 
** darkness," here is full and direct opposition. 
All that man does as a sinner, is the consequence 
of this his sad condition. Sin hath produced the 
same effect on man, as the curse hath on nature. 
Before God cursed the ground for man's sake, 
there were no fiery volcanoes, destructive whirl- 
winds, raging tempests, or scathing lightnings to 
spread desolation over the earth ; these are 
God's testimonies against the sinner — nature's 
protest against the transaction of Eden. Man's 
heart is now a volcano, belching forth blasphe- 
mies against God ; his passions are more cruel 
than the tempest, aud more destructive than the 
lightning. Instead of loving God with all his 
heart, be says, '* depart," and could a spot be 
found in creation where God's authority did not 
extend, thither would proud, godless man emi- 
grate. Instead of loving his neighbour as him- 

€ 
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self, he lifts his tongue and his hand against him, 
and then scornfully asks, ^* am I my brother's 
keeper." O if the strength of sin were equal to 
its malice, it would subvert the government of 
God, and blot out his name from the world.* 
And is it on such as these that the eye of mercy 
looks, over such as these do its bowels yearn, 
and towards such are its hands outstretched ? 
It is even so ! God of eternal mercy, thy ways 
are indeed past finding out ; " who is a God like 
unto thee !" 

But while contemplating man's misery, we 
must keep constantly in mind that his misery is 
sinful misery. He loves his tyrant and hates his 
sovereign ; he has sold himself, and wishes to 
remain in bonda^. He cherishes sin, though 
he has had ample proof of its unprofitableness, 
and spurns the mercy which alone can restore 
him. The most complete proof of man's de- 
pravity is his rejection of God's remedy, through 
pride of reason, or love of sin ; and yet mercy 
even now is inviting thousands who have acted 
thus for successive years ; and many such im- 
believing hearts have been made trophies of its 
power to save. Another thing to be remembered 
is the utter helplessness of man to raise himself 



* ** Sin stands in contrariety unto God ; it is a rebellion 
against his sovereignty, an opposition to his holiness, a pro- 
vocation to his justice, a rejection of his yoke, a casting 
off what lays in the sinner of that dependence which a 
creature hath on its creator. That God then should have 
pity and compassion on sinners, in every one of whose sins 
there is all this evil, and inconceivably more than we can 
comprehend, it argues an infinite, gracious, good, and 
loving heart and nature in him." Owen. 
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out of this condition. " Ungodly and without 
strength," is the scriptural description of man. 
Thus Jesus viewed him, when he undertook his 
cause. If reason, unassisted by revelation, could 
have proved that God was merciful in his nature, 
(whicn is more than doubtful,) reason could 
never have ascertained whether he would exer- 
cise that mercy ; or whether he could do so to- 
wards human sinners ; but supposing all these 
points ascertained ; who shall provide the means ? 
Where is the atoning sacrifice which justice re- 
quires? Whence shall come the renovating 
power which the sinner needs ? There is no an- 
swer till God speaks ; till mercy is heard saying, 
*' I liave found a ransom ,•" ** / will pour my 
spirit upon you ,•" ** return unto me for I have 
redeeined thee,'* 

** O wondrous scheme ! 
Where roll'd the ocean of eternal love : 
Where wisdom infinite its master stroke 
Display*d ; and where Omnipotence, oppress'd, 
Did travail in the greatness of its strength, 
And everlasting Justice lifted up 
The sword to smite the guiltless Son of God ; 
And Mercy smiling hade the sinner go ! 
Redemption is the science and the song 
Of all eternity." Pollok. 

God could overcome boasting Egypt with flies 
and frogs — throw down the frowning walls of 
Jericho with rams' horns — stretch the hosts of 
Assyria breathless with a blast ; but when mercy 
would raise up sinners, God's attributes all sit 
in counsel ; Christ is clothed in flesh, and dies 
an accursed death, while the Spirit of God de- 
scends in power and majesty, and abides with 

c 2 
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the church. Thus we, the exiles from Eden, 
have " redemption through his hlood, even the 
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his 
grace." 

It is a solemn consideration, that many, and it 
is to be feared, very many, who have in their 
hands the book of God, entertain very mistaken 
views respecting the exercise of divine mercy. 
This arises from their never having contem- 
plated sin in the light of God*s character, nor 
repented of sin at the cross of Christ. Nothing 
is more common than to hear persons, and that 
sometimes in the near prospect of eternity, ex- 
press their hope in the mercy of God ; whereas 
this hope is soon, on examination, found, to be 
both ignorant and presumptuous. The glory of 
God — the honor of his government — meetness 
for glory — and the necessity of Christ's work, 
are by such seldom taken into the account. The 
sum of their views of, and hopes in God's 
mercy amounts to this : I believe I have an 
immortal soul, I know I have sinned, the scrip- 
tures say a good deal about mercy ; now though 
I never felt sin to be a burden, nor enjoyed any 
delight in God, and have no real desire tor a 
better world than this ; yet, as I must die, I 
hope that some way or other God will forgive 
me ; I have some indistinct views of the death of 
Christ as necessary, but have never truly fled to 
him for refuge ; and indeed the whole matter of 
my soul's salvation does not afford me the con- 
cern, which many things of a trifling nature, 
affecting my worldly interests, have often done. 
There is no doubt but that thousands feel thus, 
were they honest enough to say so. But is this- 



SHE NATURE OF DIVINE MERCY. 17 

the state of mind with which to meet the pro- 
clamations and provisions of mercy ? Surely not ! 
Such are only '^ compassing themselves about 
with sparks, and they must lie down in sorrow." 
The following quotation powerfully expresses 
this too prevsdent delusion. '' A loose indefinite 
notion of the mercy of God, has superseded with 
many every other notion of his character, and 
bids fair to neutralize the whole efficacy of reli- 
gious truth. They do not, it is true, take the 
trouble to attempt denying the existence of God, 
for that would be a painful task to indolence, but 
they have adopted an easier way of evading his 
authority, by misrepresenting his nature. They 
confess that he exists, but not as he really is. 
They admit that he is just, and good, and holy, 
but not to the degree or extent to which the 
tenor of his word would guide us. The lan- 
guage and the system of the world, therefore, on 
this subject is, that God will not be extreme to 
mark what is done amiss, that the views which 
are given of his justice and his holiness are ex- 
travagant and unjust, if ever they appear incon- 
sistent with the exercise of mercy and compassion; 
and that attribute of mercy, on which the soul 
naturally dwells with such complacency, is in- 
vested with a degree of superiority which raises 
it above all the other glories of our Maker's 
nature ; and which indeed builds its elevation on 
their ruin and destruction."* 

There is special danger in the present day, of 
being deceived with deficient views and experi- 
ence of God's mercy. The views just exposed 

♦ Rev. U. Raikes. 
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may be repudiated, and orthodox sentimentir 
respecting the way of acceptance with God 
embraced ; many things of a religious character 
may be attended to, in agreement with the 
fashion of the times, (for the fact cannot be dis- 
guised, that what are called evangelical doctrines, 
are now popular with thousands of worldly 
people,) yet may the heart never have been 
wounded by the Spirit of God — never have been 
healed by the blood of Jesus — never have been 
humbled by the enjoyment of mercy. There 
is the form of godliness, but where is Uie power? 
there is the reception of doctrines, but where the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit ? there is outward 
zeal for God, but where is crucifixion to the world ? 
there is a connection with the machinery of 
religion, but where is that fellowship with the 
Father and his Son Jesus Christ, which is sure 
to follow a believing reception of divine mercy ? 
The religion which does not bring us to God, 
will never raise us to glory. The consideration 
of the worth of the soul, and the value of the 
blessuig to be obtained, should stir us up to be 
very anxious not to be deceived in a matter so 
transcendently important. 

Let us now take a view of the properties of 
mercy as revealed in God's word, and we shall 
find fresh reason to cause us to exclaim, '* how 
great is his goodness, and how great is his beau- 
ty." The oracles of truth thus speak concerning 
the infinite one, God is lights God is love, God 
is a spirit. Here the understanding may travel; 
the field is boundless : here the heart may rest ; 
the portion is infinite : here the spirit may hold 
communion, and still rise eternally ; and to all 
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this doth love invite ; to all this doth mercy in- 
troduce. Happy those whose hearts respond to 
God's call, and who can in truth say, " because 
thou hast been my help, therefore in the shadow 
of thy wings will I rejoice ; my soul foUowe^h 
hard after thee, thy right hand upholdeth me." 
Such shall travel further and further " into that 
love which passeth knowledge, and be filled with 
all the fulness of God.*' Believing contemplation 
on the properties of divine mercy, is the means 
best adapted in the hands of the Spirit of God, 
to produce this desirable state of mind. 

God's mercy is eternal, *' As for man, his 
days are as grass, as the flower of the field, so he 
flourisheth : the wind passeth over it, and it is 
gone, and the place thereof shall know it no 
more ; but the mercy of the Lord is from ever- 
lasting to everlasting on them that fear him." 
Mercy is not like an arch overshadowing time, 
but like a glorious river rising in eternity, flowing 
through time, and then emptying itself again into 
its parent's bosom, bearing with it all those count- 
less myriads of sinners, who have cast their guilty 
souls therein. What a contrast between wither- 
ing dying man, and ever-during mercy. Mercy 
is no flower of the field, but tlie tree of life ; it 
passeth not away, but endureth for ever. Such 
mercy is divinely suited for the soul of man, 
being a sufficient remedy for all his ills, and a 
portion for all his desires. The soul is immortal, 
so is mercy ; the soul is diseased, mercy heals ; 
the soul seeks society, mercy introduces it to all 
the noble spirits of the universe ; the soul wants 
employ menty mercy finds it; therefore, '^ bless 
the Lord, my soul." 
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This mercy is/reet sovereign, and undeserfsecL 
Low was our estate when it remembered Bf , 
Psalm cxxxvi. 16 ; wretched our condition ; 
'* Children of wrath, even as others," Eph. ii. 3. 
We were candidates for Gomorrah's doom ; but 
mercy said, '^ How shall I make thee as Admah : 
how shall I set thee as Zeboim ! I am God, and 
not man, Hosea xi. 8 9. ; ''return O Israel, 
though thou hast destroyed thyself and &llen by 
thine iniquity." 

It is boundless^ plenteous^ and perpetual. 
God, ** who is rich in mercy ! " We may as 
soon try to measure the riches of his own 
blessedness, or the riches of his dominions or 
holiness, as the riches of his mercy. "Thou 
Lord art good, and ready to forgive, and plenteous 
in mercy to all them that call upon thee, Psahn 
Ixzxvi. 5, It follows its objects all the days of 
their life. Psalm zxiii. 6 ; it perfects that which 
concemeth them, Psalm cxxxviii. 8 ; it crowns 
them with grace and glory, Psahn ciii. 5. 

It is unchangeable, ''The mountains shall 
depart, but my kindness shall not depart, saith 
the Lord, that hath mercy on thee," Isaiah liv. 
It attends all Jacob's seed as it did that ancient 
wrestler, and redeems them from evil, and never 
leaves them until it hath done all it hath spoken 
to them of. 

It is powerful. Now I beseech thee (said 
one to whose ear its accents were most pleasant,) 
let the power of my Lord be great, according 

as thou hast spoken Pardon, I beseech 

thee, the iniquity of this people; and the 

Lord said, I have pardoned according to thy 
word, Num. xiv. 17 — 20. O how strong is the 
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arm of mercy ; it casts the sin away •* as far as the 
east is from the west ; " while it lifts up the sin- 
ner from the horrible pit to the rock of ages ; 
from the dunghill, to the throne of glory. 

It is tender as it is strong. It is faintly imaged 
forth by the bowels of a father, Psalm ciii. 13; the 
tenderness of a mother, Isaiah xlix. 14 ; the 
patience and skill of a physician, Psalm cxlvii. 
3; but no images, however grand, however 
tender, can shew forth what is included in such 
expressions as "compassion,' "loving kind- 
ness, and tender mercies," and " multitudes of 
loving-kindnesses, &c." Well might Jeremiah 
sing in his sorrows, when he could and did 
realize that " his compassions fail not ; " and 
while he felt that they were new every morning, 
and his soul grasped Jehovah as his portion, he 
could bear to see all earthly comforts expiring at 
his feet. Blessed are those who can sing. 

And while on thy mercy with rapture I'm gazing ; 
While I think what thou art : what thou ever wilt be ; 
I can see time and death, all created joys razing, 
Nor drop a tear o'er them, but fly unto thee. 

Lotingkindness / What mind can grasp the 
mighty import of that word. The lovingkind- 
ness of an infinite and gracious being ? who can 
£ithom such marvellous grace ? It is more than 
kindness ; it is love added to it. Kiudness is 
benevolence, lovingkindness implies affection 
and relationship. It may be thus illustrated: 
A child is dreadfully injured in the street; 
some benevolent strangers take charge of the 
little sufferer, and do all that MnoHness can devise ; 
still it remains agonized and disconsolate. Their 
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patience is almost wearied, their kindness will 
soon be exhausted. At length the mother arrives, 
she watches with unwearied eye and wakeful 
heart : and soon on her bosom all griefs are 
for a time forgotten. 6od*s lovingkindness > is 
wronged by this or any other image. - Surely 
lovingkindness only solves God's conauct to- 
wards man. Imagine (to return a moment to the 
figure we have just left) a person who knew no- 
thing of maternal affection, watching a mother 
over a sick child. See, she is wearing out her 
energies, and hazarding her life in attending him ; 
week after week she has no rest ; and then, when 
he is dead, and she is released from her toil, be- 
hold her weeping as though her heart would 
break. How would such a person wonder till he 
knew the strength of maternal love. So, until 
we know the love and mercy of God, we cannot 
conceive that God should be so mindful of man. 
" How excellent is thy lovingkindness O God, 
therefore the children of men put their trust 
under the shadow of thy wings." Psalm xxxvi. 7. 

To those drawn by lovingkindness, God bim- 
self in his propitious, protecting, and pater^ 
nal character becomes their dwelling-place. 
There they find safe shelter, sure provision, and 
sweet communion ; they can smile at their foes, 
as they sing " I will say of the Lord, he is my 
refuge," Psalm xci. 2. '* Because thy loving- 
kindness is better than life, my lips shall praise 
thee." Psalm Ixiii. 5. 

Here, then, behold the way open into the bosom 
of God. Do our hearts say ''thou shalt guide 
me with thy counsel," or has all the eloquence of 
mercy as yet been lost upon us. It must not be ; 
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we cannot, must not, incur such enormous, such 
aggravated guilt. There is nothing in the uni- 
verse can do us any good but mercy ; all blessings 
are curses if we are destitute of this. Interested 
in mercy, nothing can harm us ; no losses can 
impoverish, no sorrows can overwhelm. Hence- 
forth, then, let the divine character be our study. 
If Jehovah is to us a God of pardons and the Fa- 
ther of mercies, then there can be no manifesta- 
tion of his name, but what shall discover fresh 
glories ; for there are no shades in his character. 
Let us seek, henceforth, by living on his bounty, 
to enjoy still more and more of his complacent 
love. "For the Lord delighteth in them that fear 
him, in those that hope in his mercy." 

" A sweet but solitary beam, 
An emanation from above, 
Glimmers o'er life's uncertain dream, 
We hail that beam, and call it — love ! 

" But fainter than the pale star's ray. 
Before the noontide blaze of day, 
And lighter than the viewless sand. 
Beneath the wave that sweeps the strand. 
Is all the love that man can know, — 
All that in angel-breast can glow, — 
Compar'd, O Lord of Hosts ! with thine. 
Eternal — fathomless — divine. 
That love, whose praise, with quenchless fire, 
Inflames the blest seraphic choir ; 
Where perfect rapture reigns above. 
And love is all — for thou art love." 

Dale. 
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CHAPTER II. 



MERCY CONSIDERED IN CONNECTION WITH THE DIVINE 
. NATURE, ATTRIBUTES, PURPOSES, AND MORAL OOYESN- 
MENT OF ODD. 

" O Love ! beyond conception great, 
That fonn'd the vast stupendous plan ! 
Where all divine perfections meet, 
To reconcile rebellious man ! 

There wisdom shines in fullest blaze. 
And justice all her rights maintains, 
Astouish'd, angels stoop to gaze. 
While mercy o*er the guilty reigns." 

Life is a subject fraught with mystery. We 
cannot comprehend our own being, though fully 
conscious of it, and living in the full "enjoyment 
of it. " Nothing is more sure than that I exist ; 
I need no one to demonstrate this to me, and no 
one can tell me how I exist. In what part of me 
dwells the immortal soul ? What is the mysterious 
link between spirit and matter? And how does 
the one act upon the other ? These are questions 
none can answer. Thus 

* Thought wanders up and down, at home a stranger; 
O what a miracle is man to man.' 

Therefore " I will praise thee, O God, for I am 
fearfully and wonderftilly made ; marvellous are 
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thy works, and that my soul knoweth right well/* 
Psalm cxxxix. 14. Animated dust would praise 
thee ; a worm of the earth would adore thee ; a 
renovated sinner would love thee, would praise 
and magnify thy holy name, for being, and for 
new heing. What am I, O Lord ? As a creature 
curiously wrought by thy power ; as a new crea- 
ture, marvellously restored by thy mercy. By 
my body I am united to the universe of matter, 
by my spirit to the universe of mind, and by a 
new and divine nature to thyself, the fountain 
head of existence ; a member of Christ's body, 
of his flesh and of his bones, and in him and 
by him, one with thee, my almighty Creator, 
and^gracious Father." Thus might the believing 
soul soliloquize and triumph, while musin? on 
the mystery and certainty of life. The subject 
eludes our search, and yet invites inquiry. There 
are also many mysteries connected with life in 
its lower departments. Reason is soon nonplus- 
sed by plants and animals ; how the one vegetate, 
and how the other are animated, we know not ; 
and the wisest men have confessed their igno- 
rance, while they have felt that God's ways, even 
in his meanest productions, were past finding out. 
But these observations apply with still greater 
force to life, as existing in its great source, in 
the living God, compared with whom all creatures 
and things are but as shadows. Nothing is 
more certain than that God is, but how he exists, 
none can tell. We use the term essence, but 
how little do we understand by it. We reverently 
receive the divine testimony, "that there are 
three who bear record in heaven, and that these 
three are one ; " but how unfathomable are the 

D 
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subjects of the trinity and unity, as applied to 
the infinite God. 

*' Reason may grasp the massy hills, 
And stretch from pole to pole; 
But half thy name our spirit fills, 
And overloads the soul. 

" In vain our haughty reason swells, 
For nothing's found in thee. 
But boundless inconceivables. 
And vast eternity." 

The divine attributes and counsels, and the 
righteous administration of God are also full of 
mysteries. This caused one, whose mind loved 
to dwell on this overwhelminc subject, to cry 
out with mingled reverence and rapture, "0 the 
depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God, how unsearchable are his 
judgments, and his ways past finding out.*' But 
as amidst all the mysteries connected with our 
ovm existence, we have a full consciousness of 
its reality, and possess a thousand pleasures in 
this consciousness ; so, amidst all the mysteries 
of God's nature, personalities, perfections, coun- 
sels, and operations, there is one thing most 
certain — that he is a God of mercy; and when 
we know this by divine teaching, all God is 
becomes a source of blessedness to us. His 
nature is merciful ; the springs of mercy lie in 
the deep profound of the incomprehensible es- 
sence. The divine persons each sustain offices 
expressive of mercy. The divine attributes all 
cluster round mercy, and view her triumphs with 
complacency. The purposes of God are purposes 
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of mercy, and " though clouds and darkness are 
round about him, and righteousness and judg- 
ment are the basis of his throne," yet " mercy 
and truth go before his face,'* Psalm xcvii. 2, 
Ixxxix. 14. In proof of this, when beloved 
John saw the throne of God, and the Lamb, 
Eev. iv. he beheld *' a rainbow round about 
the throne." This was the token of the cove- 
nant of mercy, and intimated that the whole 
of the divine character and administration, as 
considered with reference to the church, were 
encompassed by mercy. The rainbow would 
never have been round about the throne, if the 
Lamb had not been in the midst thereof; but 
seeing both are there, we may " come with bold- 
ness to the throne of grace, to obtain mercy," 
and see more glorious sights than Moses saw, 
and hear a more glorious revelation than he heard. 
The footstool of mercy is the only proper and 
profitable situation for a sinner ; he must come 
there first as a penitent for mercy, next as a 
supplicant for blessings, and then as a contem- 
platist on God's character. These contemplations 
will satisfy and sanctify, they will humble and 
elevate, they will strengthen the soul to walk 
with God, and meeten the soul to dwell with 
God. Then we shall realize that all our blessings 
are derived firom him, (for spiritual communion 
is sure to be accompanied with heavenly com- 
munications,) and shall give him the glory 
accordingly. 

If we have succeeded in proving from scrip- 
ture in the former chapter, that God Is naturally 
and essentially merciful, then have we some- 
thing to guide us in our further inquiries into 

D 2 
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the divine attributes, counsels, and administra- 
tion of God. 

I. The attributes or perfections of God are 
natural and moral ; the former are incammuni" 
cable ; but the latter may be, and through rich 
grace are cmnmunicated to creatures, yea sinfkl 
creatures, thus making them partakers of the 
divine nature. Among the former may be enu- 
merated, eternity^ omniscience^ omnipresence^ 
omnipotence: and among the latter, holiness, 
goodness, and truth. We do not attempt to give 
a perfect list, or minutely to distinguish the one 
from the other, much less to dwell on each sepa- 
rately; our object is to shew the connection be- 
tween the natural and moral attributes of God, 
and their relation to mercy, '* Our intellects 
(says Mr. Howels) are destined to travel much 
further into the moral, than into the natural at- 
tributes of God." In this arrangement, as in- 
deed in every thing else, the holy God and fallen 
man differ. Ever since man's revolt from God, 
he has been indisposed to come in contact with 
the moral attributes of Deity. He will traverse 
the heavens, and descant on God*s power; he will 
search nature's treasures, and discourse eloquently 
on God's wisdom ; but proclaim in his ears the 
words of God, ** Give thanks at the remem- 
brance of his holiness," and he, the appointed 
organ of creation, he, who should be the priest of 
God, is mute, or else blasphemes. If the gospel, 
instead of inviting man to a participation of the 
divine nature as it regards God's moral attri- 
butes, had invited him to fellowship with his 
natural perfections; if instead of proposing to 
make us holy and merciful, it invited us to be 
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omnipotent and omniscient, what crowds would 
listen, and *' strive to enter in at the straight 
gate." But would this he hliss ? Ah, no ! It was 
hy this temptatipn that man fell at first from God, 
and hy this temptation he still falls into sin : *' ye 
shall be as gods, knowing good and evil." We 
must first be brought into fellowship with God*s 
moral attributes, and then his natural perfections 
become sources of blessedness to us. But while 
the heart remains at enmity against holiness, 
goodness, and truth ; while we have no inclina- 
tion nor desire to be like God in these ; know- 
ledge, power, and eternity, stand forth as the 
terrible avengers of the insult ofifered to infinite 
excellence. "Be ye then reconciled to God," 
is the voice of the gospel ; and when this recon- 
ciliation has been effected, " all the perfections 
of Deity in all their glory, become mighty and 
eternal principles of action within the believer's 
bosom ;" * and not only so, but we trace all we 
are, as pardoned sinners, and adopted saints, up 
to the divine perfections. " Our election is the 
effect of God*s sovereignty ; our pardon, the fruit 
of his mercy ; our knowledge, a stream from his 
wisdom; our strength, an impression of his 
power ; and our purity, a beam from his holi- 
ness."! Thus the divine character is the light 
in which we see our ignorance, weakness, and 
wickedness, and the fountain whence li^ht, life, 
and love, flow into our soids. Truly " it is life 
eternal, to know thee the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent." 

The great point to be observed in contemplat- 
ing the natural and moral attributes of God is 

♦ Howells. t Charnock. 
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this, that the former are pervaded and filled up by 
the latter. To use a very faint and feeble iUus- 
tration of such an amazin? subject, if the na- 
tural attributes of God are likened to the basin 
of the ocean, his moral attributes may be com- 
pared to the water which fills the spacious deep. 
Thus love, holiness, truth, and mercy, in all their 
various modifications flow throughout the bound- 
less channels of infinity, eternity, omnipotence, 
wisdom, and knowledge.* How beautiful does 
Jehovah's character appear when thus contem- 
plated ; how suitable is he to be the sovereign 
of the universe, and the portion of the soul. 
Only suppose for a moment a being possessed of 
the former, and destitute of the latter attributes ; 
and the mind starts back horror-struck at the 
thought of such an infinite monster, such an al- 
mighty tyrant. Yet such would Satan fain be ; 
such has he taught man to aim to be ; such a God 
as this does man invent and worship : in proof 
of which, witness the various systems of idol- 
atry, with which this world has been cursed. 

* If we wished to convince any person that there was 
abundance of water on the globe, we should not take them 
to the flowing river, or point them to the flying clouds, but 
bid them gaze upon the mighty ocean ; and if they would 
launch forth till nothing but its rolling waves met their eye 
on every side, they must be convinced. So if we would be 
convinced of the plenitude of divine grace, let us muse on 
** the God of all grace." The excellent Rowland Hill, 
speaking on divine love, says, " But I am unable to reach 
the lofty theme, yet I do not think that the smallest fi«h 
that swims in the boundless ocean, ever complains of the im- 
measurable vastness of the deep. So it is with me, I can 
plunge with my puny capacity, into a subject, the immen- 
sity of which I shall never be able to comprehend.'' 
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« 

Tremble, O man, at thy nature, and what it is 
capable of: triumph, O believer, in this glorious 
God, and in what he is revealed to be. Sing, 
who is a God like unto thee, that hatest sin with 
infinite hatred ; and yet deligJUest in mercy. 

Ponder, all ye who hope in God's mercy, over 
this wondrous scripture. He, the infinite God, 
the holiest and the best of Beings, yet most in- 
sulted, most forgotten, most despised, who could 
in a moment *' ease him of his adversaries," he 
DELiGHTETH IN MERCY. He dclighteth uot mere- 
ly in the possession, but in the exercise thereof. 
It is a relative perfection ; and it comes from its 
own eternity ; comes down from the high and 
lofty place in quest of objects on which to lavish 
out its kindness ; to find vessels into which to 
pour its treasures. Elihu, describing the attitude 
God takes towards man, says, ** He looketh on 
men, and if any say, I have sinned, and it pro- 
fited me not, then Tie is gracious.'* Job. xxxiii. 
27. How wonderfiil does this love appear, when 
we consider that he was eternally ** the blessed 
God,'* having from pathless and dateless ages 
the full possession of absolute perfection and 
complete happiness, without the possibility of a 
change. There was and ever is in him an all- 
sufficiency and a self-sufficiency; and these 
infinite and eternal. He requires no creature to 
make up his happiness; he is independently 
blessed. Yet " hedelightethin mercy." Admire 
then his condescension, that he should come 
out of the infinite into the finite — out of eternity 
into time — out of boundlessness, to be appre- 
hended, enjoyed, and possessed. 
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If then God delighteth in mercy, we have full 
warrant to affirm that not only are his natural 
attributes pervaded by his moral, but that both 
are pervaded by mercy. There is a glorious de- 
monstration of this truth furnished in the various 
names and appellations given to God, as the God 
of mercy ; in which names and titles we hear his 
bowels sounding, and see his hands outstretched 
to save and bless. The names of God are ex- 
pressive of his nature, dispositions, and inten- 
tions. They are not merely titles of honor, but 
imply that offices of love are sustained by him. 
God, who alone knows himself perfectly, has re- 
vealed ^himself clearly and amply ; and invites us 
'' to learn to read his name.'' His name was a 
subject too vast to be the burden of any created 
tongue ; and so he sent the Son of his bosom to 
reveal it, and gives his Holy Spirit, to open up its 
glories. Among other majestic and gracious 
names, the following may be noticed : — 

Jehovah is the God cf Peace, Heb. xiii. 20. 
View him in Christ, reconciling — in the word of 
the gospel, inviting, yea, beseeching — in the heart, 
pardoning — in the church, blessing — ^in glory, 
crowning, and say, is he not the God of peace ? 
How terrible to have so great a being for our 
enemy ! How blessed to have him for a friend ! 
How happy are those who are privileged to 
survey the divine perfections, and read peace 
inscribed on them all ; to hear a voice from the 
excellent glory, saying, fiiry is not in me, come 
near to me, that I may bless thee ! 
. He is the God of all gro/ce. 1 Peter, v. 10 ; 
He is the source ^ gwer^ and patron of all grace. 
Grace is the sceptre wherewith God governs all 
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those whom he hath reconciled unto himself. 
Grace abounds beyond the aboundings of sin, 
and shall reign eternal ages after death is swal- 
lowed up in victory, because it is the grace of 
the almighty and eternal God. This manifesla- 
tion of God's favor may be considered as his 
mercy counteracting, overruling, and ultimately 
annihilating sin. God takes occasion from the 
sin, to heap up fresh favors on the sinner, to 
suffuse his cheeks with the tears of penitence, 
fill his heart with adoring gratitude, and crown 
his brow with brighter glory. 

God is the father of mercies and God of 
all comfort, 2 Cor. i. 3. Sin has generated 
innumerable woes and miseries, and mercy has 
given birth to countless blessings and joys. 
" This title imports (says Dr. Goodwin) that as 
God is the spring of all mercy, so it is as natural 
to him as it is to a father to beget children. He 
is not only said to be a father unto us, and like 
a father to be merciful to us, but he is said to 
be the father of all the mercies which he doth be- 
stow upon us, more the father of mercies than 
Satan is said to be the father of sin. I say it is 
his nature, it is his disposition. God is rich in 
mercy, it is his being. We are by nature chil- 
dren of wrath ; he is by nature merciful." 

Ife is tJie God of patience and consolation^ 
Bom. XV. 5. Patience bears with the sinner, 
while mercy pleads with him. Patience bears 
with the saint, after mercy has conquered him. 
God's mercy is patient. God waiteth to be gra- 
cious ; he bears and carries his people, pitieth 
them in sorrows, and administers to them the 
needed aid. 
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He is the God of hope, Bom. xv. 13." Though 
Jehovah has nothing to hope for on his own 
account, and cannot himself he the subject of 
hope, yet is he the object of hope to his people. 
His character is so revealed, that in the lowest 
depths of penitence. Psalm cxxx! 1 , and in the 
roughest paths of sorrow, Psalm xlii. 8, his 
people may *' look unto him and be lightened, 
and their faces not be ashamed." If Jehovah 
had not been a God of mercy, he must have 
been to all sinners a consuming fire, instead of 
an object of hope. But, ** let his Israel (who rest 
on that mercy; hope in the Lord, for with the 
Lord there is mercy, and with him is plenteous 
redemption.** 

He is the God of salvation. "He that is our 
God, is the God of salvation, and unto God 
the Lord belong the issues from death,'* Psalm 
Ixviii. 20. Are we captives? Mercy finds a 
ransom. Are we prisoners ? Mercy breaks the 
fetters and bursts the cell. Are we wounded and 
diseased. " He sends his word and heals us, and 
saves us &om our destructions.'* Psalm cvii. Be- 
hold, then,** God is my salvation, I will trust and 
not be afraid,*' Isaiah xii. 2; his infinite power 
can save me ; his tender mercy heal me; his 
exhaustless fulness enrich me. Salvation and in« 
finity are henceforth identified, and this is all 
I need. 

God is love. Yes, God is love, and mercy is 
his triumphal chariot, with which he goes forth 
conquering and to conquer. God is love, and 
mercy is the throne on which he sits, and 
whence he dispenses pardon and grace. Mercy, 
the mercy of God in Christ, is the great mani- 
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fester of love ; none can deny that God is love, 
who feel that God is merciful ; none can know it 
in any other way. That God is, all nature pro- 
claims ; but mercy only can tell a sinner, " God 
is love." Mankind, destitute of any revelation 
from God, may be compared, as it respects their 
knowledge of his character, to a race of islanders, 
entirely ignorant of navigation, and whom no 
vessel had ever visited. To them the heaving 
ocean would be *' the great unknown ;" what it 
contained they would be almost entirely igno- 
rant of; and could scarcely surmize whether it 
laved any other shores besides theirs. Those 
who lived under the former dispensation, may 
be compared to some islanders who were ac- 
quainted with navigation, but had no chart nor 
compass ; these could only scud round the shores. 
WhUe those who live under the gospel dispen- 
sation, and who are enlightened to see its glories, 
may be represented by those, who, understanding 
the virtues of the magnetic needle, and being 
well furnished with maps and charts, fear not to 
lift the sail, and lose sight of land ; and thus for 
weeks or months brave the great deep, and gain 
their port in safety. God is an ocean of infi- 
nities. With mercy for our compass, the gospel 
as our chart, and the promised Comforter as our 
guide or pilot, we may, we should, daily seek to 
know more and more of God, to have our hearts 
directed into his love, and dwell in God. Thus 
dwelling under the shadow of his wings, we 
shsdl say, *' my soul shall be satisfied as with 
marrow and fatness, and my mouth shall praise 
thee with joyful lips ; when I remember thee on 
my bed, and meditate on thee in the night 
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watches," Psalm Ixiii. 5,6; so shall our hearts 
be taught to respond to the following stirring 
appeal, " The Lord is before thee, know it for thy 
good. Study thy God, christian ; roll over his 
sweetness in thy mind, as thou dost the sweet 
morsel in thy mouth ; see what he is, aud what 
thou hast laid up in him ; read over daily his 
glorious names ; walk through those chambers of 
nis presence, his glorious attributes; look into 
the chamber of his power, and see what thou 
hast laid up for thee there ; go into the chamber 
of his wisdom, and see what that will afford thee ; 
look into the chambers of his goodness, mercy, 
faithfulness, holiness, and behold what treasures 
are laid up for thee in each of these. Enter into 
thy chambers, they are all thine. Let thine eye 
be there, let thy meditation be there, let thy soul 
be there every day ; there is thy portion, search 
it out and know it for thy good."* 

IL Let us view divine mercy in connection 
with the decrees of God. In the 89th Psalm, 
which commences with a determination *' to sing 
of the mercies of the Lord for ever," and in 
which it is declared '• that mercy shall be built 
up eternally,'* there are repeated references 
made to covenant transactions, or to the sacred 
engagements and arrangements of the divine 
persons in the Godhead, in connection with the 

freat work of redemption. This covenant has 
een variously termed, " a covenant of grace," 
because the free favor of God originated it. 
" A covenant of peace," because reconciliation 
to God was the object contemplated. '* A cove- 

* AUeine's Heaven Opened. 
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nant of life," because it was the divine purpose 
not merely to pardon sinners, but to glorify divine 
grace by the bestowment of eternal life on the 
pardoned. " The covenant of redemption," for 
redemption was the means by which these sublime 
and merciful intentions were to be carried into 
effect. "An eternal covenant," being entered into 
before the foundation of the world, and enduring 
to the ages of ages. " An everlasting covenant, 
ordered m all things and sure," which is all the sal- 
vation and all^the desire of the trophies of mercy. 

Of this covenant Christ is the head, the surety, 
the herald, the testator, and the executor. He 
proclaimed its glories, fulfilled its conditions, 
signed it with his blood, and is now the treasure- 
house, and almoner of its blessings, as will 
hereafter be more fully shewn. 

But without entering into further details re- 
specting this counsel and covenant, we will 
endeavour briefly to trace the connection be- 
tween divine mercy and the eternal decrees of 
God, in two respects. 

1. We learn &om God's word, that God from 
all eternity appointed some of the human race 
to be the objects qf his distinguishing and bound- 
less mercy. These were chosen in Christ, Ephes. 
i. 4 ; their state of sin and misery was foreseen, 
and provided against ; hence they are said to 
be saved, and called with an holy calling, not 
according to their works, but according to God's 
own purpose and grace, given them in Jesus Christ 
before the world began. 2 Tim. i. 9. Such are 
" vessels of mercy, which God had afore pre- 
pared unto glory, to whom he will make known 
the riches of his glory." Bom. ix. 23. Such are 

s 
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saved according to mercy, Titus iii. 5; and 
God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
wherewith he loved them, even when thev were 
dead in sins, quickened such together with 
Christ, and thus it is manifested, that by 
grace are they saved. When we consider the 
character of those who were chosen, that among 
them are found some of the greatest of human 
sinners, we must acknowledge the mercy to 
be Tick and free: when we remember that 
these were chosen in preference to others, when 
all were foreseen as alike miserable, the mercy 
is felt to be distinguishing and sovereign ; when 
the scripture testimony is received, that this 
chosen body consists of a great multitude which 
no man can number, mercy appears plenteous 
and abounding ; and when the heart muses on 
the glory to which they are raised, mercy ap- 
pears astonishing^ yea, ooerwhelming , 

It will be readily conceded on all hands, that 
towards those interested in this electing love, a 
stupendous display of mercy is made ; but many 
feel an alarm for the honor of divine mercy, as a 
perfection of God, and consider that its rights are 
compromised, and its energies fettered by this 
doctrine. But if the only book by which we 
know any thing concerning mercy, and through 
whose instrumentality any obtain mercy, plainly 
declares that mercy shall be thus displayed ; 
then ought we not, without objecting, without 
reasoning, to receive its testimony, and not 
try to afiix any other than the plain and obvious 
meaning to its declarations on this subject. 

The most cursory observer can but notice, 
♦hat in the bestowment of the means of mercy 
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there has been, and still is, what man would call 
partiality. Were not the Jews for many ages 
the proprietors of the oracles of grace, the only 
nation among whom God dwelt propitiously, 
enthroned on a mercy seat, and were not the 
Gentiles left to wander in darkness ? And was 
there no sovereignty in this ? Look at the pre- 
sent condition of the world, and say, is it more 
mysterious that God should choose one to life 
and not another, than that he should throw 
over Britain, age after age, a flood of gospel 
light, and leave China with her hundreds of 
millions in gross darkness ? It is evident that 
the apostle saw righteous sovereignty displayed 
in the different dispensations of God, and in the 
dealings of God with nations ; hence he adoringly 
said, in concluding his discourse on the rejection 
of the Jews, and the calling of the Gentiles, 
** O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom 
and knowledge of God ; how unsearchable are 
his judgments, and his ways past finding out." 

The wisdom of God evidently anticipated that 
objections would be made against this part of 
the divine arrangements, and provided an answer 
to, and a question for, the objectors ; "Nay but, 
O man, who art thou that repliest against God ? 
Shall the thing formed say to him that formed 
it, why hast thou made me thus ? Rom. ix. 20. 
Surely our only business is to ascertain wTiat 
God hath spoken^ and bow to his decisions, 
" for shall not the judge of all the earth do 
right ? " No one can say why God did not 
choose more, or why he did not take all, or why 
he chose man in preference to angels. All we 
can say is, '* even so, Father, for so it seemed 

£ 2 
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good in thy sight.'* But this we think may with 
confidence be asserted, that if God had left his 
mercy to the choice of all men^ instead of 
securing its triumphs over somCj none would 
have been saved. The advocate of personal 
election may therefore plead, "I believe the 
doctrine of sovereign choice, because the scrip- 
tures reveal it ; I also receive it, because my 
reason approves of it. All would have been lost 
bad none been elected, so that I infinitely prefer 
God's election to man's will."* There can be 
no doubt but that God hath sufficient reasons 
for doing just as he hath done ; and that the 
number of the saved as well the method of their 
salvation, is all '^ to the praise of the glory of 
his own great name." 

This glorious and scriptural doctrine has suf- 



* Mr. Winter was once in company with a person who 
tpoke violently against the doctrine of election. " You 
believe election," said Mr. Winter, " as firmly as I do/' 
** I deny it/' answered the other ; "on the contrary, it is a 
doctrine I detest." ** Do you believe that all men will be 
saved on the last day, or some only ?" " Only some." " Do 
you imagine that those some will be found to have saved 
themselves ?" ** No, certainly, God in Christ is the only 
Saviour of sinners." " But God could have saved the rest, 
could he not ? " " No doubt." " Then salvation is pe- 
culiarly to the saved ? " " To be sure." " And God saves 
them designedly, and not against his will ? " ** Certainly." 
"And willingly suffers the rest to perish, though he could 
easily have hindered it ?" " It should seem so." " Then 
if this is not election, it amounts to the same thing." 

Whitenoss's Anecdotes. 

If a person allows God the possession of foreknowledge, 
holiness, blessedness, and omnipotence, we do not see but 
that for substance, he tmtst believe in the doctrine of 
^lersonal and eternal election. 
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iered much in the estimation of many who are 
truly sincere, by its being improperly associated 
and harshly stated ; thus have its glories been 
obscured, enemies have been furnished with 
arguments, and weak souls have been stumbled. 
It stands connected not with merit, but favor ; 
not with injustice, but sovereignty ; not with 
foreseen free-will, but with appointed means ; 
not with proud presumption, but with humble 
faith ; not with changing time, but a dateless 
eternity ; not with reprobation, but equity and 
righteousness. How the testimony in Rom. viii. 
29, 30, can be successfully gainsayed, we know 
not : '' For whom he did foreknow, he also did 
predestinate to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many 
brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, 
them he also called : and whom he called, them 
he also justified : and whom he justified, them 
he also glorified." What shall we then say to 
these things, but fall in the dust, and admire 
the riches of eternal mercy. Man chose sin, 
and hell follows ; God chooses sinners, and 
glory follows ; God's choice dispossesses us of 
our own. " Let us then give all diligence, to 
make our calling and election sure ;" then, 
shall we '* rejoice, because our names are written 
in heaven." We sympathize (says one) with 
the purposes of man, in proportion as we become 
manly; so shall we with the purposes of God, 
in proportion as we become godly. 

2. There is another light in which God's eter- 
nal purposes may be viewed in connection with 
his mercy. We have seen that God was always 
merciful, it therefore follows, that from all eter- 

X 3 
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nity he decreed to make just such a revelation 
of himself as he hath made. *' How is the 
gospel (says Chamock) an edition of God's 
heart, as it wrought from eternity, an unfolding 
and opening of his bowels, which lay secretly 
yearning." He determined to make certain pro- 
mises, give certain invitations, and use certain 
expostulations, and behold he hath done so ; but 
it is no new thing with him. Are you stumbled 
at the doctrine of election ? Are you afraid you 
are not elected ? You have in reality nothing to 
do with this at present. God speaks to you by his 
word, he invites you to come ; he promises ** that 
whosoever calls on his name shall be saved ;" 
he makes no restrictions ; why should you ? He 
is infinitely sincere, doubt it not ; but venture on 
his word, and obey the sweet invitation of eter- 
nal mercy. 

III. Consider mercy in connection with the 
authority and moral government of God. God 
is an almighty and independent being, he can 
do what he pleases ; *' none can stay his hand, or 
say unto him, what doest thou ?" He is also a 
wise and holy being, and will do nothing but 
what is perfectly right, himself being judge. All 
strength and authority belong tohihi ; *' he ruleth 
according to his will among the armies of 
heaven, and the inhabitants of the earth." To 
him all rational beings are responsible, and from 
his hand they shall all receive according to their 
works. The material universe he sways by his 
almighty power; the animate but irrational crea- 
tion he governs by wisdom ; implanting instinct 
in their natures ; but his moral creation he go- 
verns in a different way. This last may be di- 
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vided into four classes : pure and happy spirits, 
both angelic and human ; wicked and miserable 
beings belonging to the same natures ; the 
heathen who have not the light of truth ; and 
those who are favored with, and who live under 
the dispensation of mercy. These last are again 
divided into the two grand classes of believers 
and unbelievers. Of the four classes men- 
tioned, some it will be perceived are approved 
friends in God's palace, others condemned repro- 
bates in his prison, and many more in a world 
of probation and training; all candidates for 
eternity, all meetening for heaven, or ripening 
for hell. But none are beyond the reach of God's 
government. All, except those who are irre- 
mediably lost, are governed by motives addressed 
to their affections, their interests, their hopes, 
their fears. The saints and angels in bliss only 
need an appeal to the former ; the love of God 
and zeal for his glory, is with them the all- con- 
straining motive. Not so with man dwelling in 
flesh ; in him conscience speaks, to him God's 
word appeals, and the spirit of God by both ; 
his fears are roused by representations of wrath 
to come ; his hopes are excited by the glory to 
be revealed. God neither in heaven above nor 
on earth below, rules the heart by physical 
force ; but by moral motives. He keeps not the 
heart in its orbit of glory, as he does the wheel- 
ing planet in its majestic round ; but love is that 
in the system of grace, which gravitation is in 
the solar system. He does not compel the sin- 
ner he converts to feel and act in a way of 
which he afterwards repents ; the operations of 
the spirit of God are not something extraneous 
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to the sinner, but a power sweetly inclining the 
heart towards God. The feelings, the desires, 
tlie resolutions of which the Spirit is the author, 
are so much the soul's own^ that fre(jueutly it is 
not conscious that it is God who is working, 
till the peace, the joy, the hope, the holiness 
pnxluced, constrain the soul to say, like Peter, 
**it is the Lord,** and call upon it to arise and 
give him all the glonr. Now in order to see 
how the mercy of God comports with his gene- 
ral and righteous administration, and how ad- 
mirably it works in his system of moral govern- 
ment, saving many, and leaving those without 
excuse, who despise its invitations, let us look 
at it under three aspects. 

1 . GtMJTs own ^lory. And here w€;.may at once 
conclude without hesitation, that seeing *' God 
delighteth in mercy," we may be sure the exer- 
cise of it exceedingly manifests his glory. Hence 
we arc taught to pray in the same breath '^ hal- 
lowed be thv name forgive us our trespasses." 

If it be '* the glory of a man to pass by a trans- 
gression,** this is because therein he is imita- 
ting God, whose prerocative it is to pardon. 
When Moses said ** I beseech thee shew me 
thy glory,*' God did not take him from world 
to world, and shew him the glory of his power, 
or along the shining ranks of cherubim and se- 
raphim, and shew him the glory of his goodness 
and holiness, but thus he answered him, '^ while 
my glory passeth by, I will put thee in a clift of 

the rocK And the Lord descended in the 

cloud, and stood with him there, and proclaimed 

the name of the Lord. And the T^ord passed 

V before him, and proclaimed, The Lord, The 
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Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, 
and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping 
mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression and sin, and that will by no means 
clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children, and upon the chil- 
dren's children, unto the thircl and fourth gene- 
ration." How sweet is the reflection, that God 
can and doth get himself glory in this way, how 
does it encourage hope in that mercy, and how 
does it shew the evil nature of unbelief To hum- 
bly receive and thankfully improve this mercy, 
is the best, and indeed the only way for us to 
honor God ; to reject his mercy is tne highest 
insult that can be offered to his character. 
How God is glorified by mercy's triumphs, will 
be considered in the next chapter, when we con- 
template the cross, as its ample and costly chan- 
nel. Suflice it for the present, for us to believe 
that it is so ; we have God's own word for it. 
*' Better (says Owen) is it that we all should come 
short of his goodness, than that God should 
lose any of his glory." But this is not the case, 

From his free acts of pardon, so great, so surprising, 
Which sinners from wrath, and from sorrow retrieve ; 

To his name there is infinite glory arising. 
Both justice and mercy delight to forgive. 

2. Let the human race be contemplated as 
the subjects of God's moral government, and its 
divine excellency and glorious adaptation must 
appear. Moral government has been defined 
to be " God's government of man as a moral 
agent, by leading him to the pursuit of moral 
ends, under the influence of rewards and punish- 
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nienU, as moral means. It is a system of 
requirement, motive, and retribution." A prin- 
cipal feature of the divine government is, that 
sin and misery are inseparably connected ; so 
also are holiness and happiness. This does 
not arise from any sovereign act of God's will, 
hMtfroin his very nature, God's holiness in- 
sures this. The holy God is the blessed God, 
Those who are like him in holiness are partakiers 
of this blessedness, while those who hate the 
first, are strangers to the second. The all-im- 
portant question then is, how may Ihecome Jholy^ 
how may I become like God ? All nature is 
dumb now, all false religions are also dumb, or 
else lying oracles. But on this theme the word 
of God IS most eloquent, the clorious army of 
apostles and prophets, and the bright company 
around the throne, all unite in one glorious tes- 
timony, and one mighty wondrous word comes 
rolling down the skies, that word is — pardon. 
Yes, the stream of pardon alone brings God's 
image into a sinner's bosom. It is the sovereign 
and unalterable determination of God that lioli^ 
ness and happiness shall come only through for- 
giveness. How glorious is this way ! how just 
to God, how suitable to man ! Surely all will 
receive it ; and the . gate of mercy, being the 
portico of happiness, will be thronged by crowds 
of dying and disappointed sinners. Alas, it is 
not so. But why is it not so ? It is because sin 
is loved, and holiness hated, because the way of 
salvation is too humbling to human pride. But 
those who are truly humbled and broken-hearted 
gladly enter this glorious portal. Gazing on the 
cross of Jesus, they cry, *' Take away all ini- 
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quity and receive us graciously :" they ate re- 
ceived graciously, and loved freely ; they receive 
the atonement, and joy in God ; happiness is theirs, 
for they are disinherited of sin, and possessed 
of God. Thus mercy is a new and glorious 
feature in the divine administration ; without its 
powerful influence on the heart, smiting off the 
chains of guilt, and melting the soul in humble 
penitence, all motives, whether addressed to the 
hopes or fears of man are alike powerless. Hell 
will not long affright, nor heaven long attract, the 
soul that never owned its sway. Seek then the 
forgiveness of God ; be reconciled to him, this 
will bring holiness and happiness : this will 
make you a loyal subject of the God of heaven. 
The moral government of God supposes, what 
indeed is declared in various places in scripture, 
that at some future time, the governor will be 
the judge. Justice and judgment are the habi- 
tation (or basis) of thy throne, mercy and truth 
shall go before thy face, Psalm Ixxxix. 14. By 
God's throne we understand his authority^ 
whether exercised in a way of government or re- 
tribution. By justice and judgment being the 
basis, ground, or foundation of God's throne, we 
understand the principles on which his righteous 
government is conducted. " Justice is an essen- 
tial perfection of God, judgment is the application 
of that principle of justice, in the government of 
his creatures, and their actions; it is the develope- 
ment of his rectitude."* In the day of retribu- 
tion, justice will pass the sentence, and judgment 
will be the administration thereof. Now let it 
be particularly observed, God has made a gra- 

* Robert Hall. 
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cious provision, by virtue of which his authority 
and justice may become sources of blessedness 
to us. This provision is mercy and truth. The 
text just quoted, presents to us in the distant 
prospect, God seated on a throne of judgment, 
all the decisions coming from that throne will be 
according to the rules of eternal justice ; from 
that decision there will be no appeal, and from 
the doom which will follow, no escape. Has not 
conscience ofttimes whispered in your ear, you 
must meet that just God in judgment ? and horo 
will you meet him? This text tells us how 
we may meet him, and meet him with holy 
confidence, vile sinners as we are. God has 
made a provision, '^ mercy and truth, shall go 
before his face." Holy beings need no such 
provision as this, but fallen man deeply needs 
It. How dreadful will be the condition of 
those who come in contact with justice and 
judgment, without having embraced mercy, and 
believed truth. But on the other hand, (as fol- 
lows in the next verse) '* blessed are the people 
that know the joyful sound, they shall walk, 
Lord, in the light of thy countenance." " The 
joyftd sound," is truth revealing mercy; " the 
glorious glad tidings of the blessed God " being 
ready to forgive. Those who believe this testi- 
mony of truth concerning mercy can study the 
principles of God's government without fear. 
To such the authority and justice of God become 
sources of blessedness. Thus did the apostles of 
Jesus preach, as we ma^ read, in the first unfold- 
ing of truth to the gentde world ; Acts x. 42, 43, 
/* He commanded us to preach unto the pec»le, 
and to testify that it is Ae which was ordained of 
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God, to be the judge of quick and dead." Here 
behold *' justice and judgment,'* but as John the 
Baptist came ''before the face of Jesus," so 
mercy and truth go before the great judge. 
*' To him give all the prophets witness, that 
through his name whosoever believeth in him 
shall receive remission of sins." Jesus is the 
truth, his name is mercy's victorious sceptre, by 
which sin is remitted, and the sinner renovated. 

May we not then conclude with James, iv. 12, 
''there is one lawgiver who is able to save and 
to destroy." Though a jealous lawgiver, yet he 
can save those who have broken his law» ; but 
though a merciful God, he will destroy those 
who despise his grace. '^ Everlasting destruc- 
tion &om the presence of the Lord, and from 
the glory of his power," must all those be 
punished with, who know not God as the God 
of mercy, and who obey not the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ; which gospel saith '' be 
ye reconciled to God." O trifler ! wilt thou 
never put the question in right earnest, '' how 
shall I escape, if I neglect so great salvation ?" 

With respect to the heathen, it is not our 
purpose to make inquiries concerning them, as 
the subjects of God's moral government. With 
them and Grod's judgment of them, we have 
nothing to do, except to seek to send them the 
gospel, and to see to it that they rise not up in 
judgment against us, for doubtless it will be 
more tolers^le for China, for Hindostan, yea, 
for the cannibal who feasts on human gore, than 
for thousands to whom God's word has been but 
as a pleasant song, which has been heard, but 
not obeyed. 
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3. It remains to consider divine mercy in 
connection with God*s government, (is it ejects 
other tntelligerunes in his creation. And we may 
safely begin with sa3dng that mercy never 
wronged any. Where is the hein^ in the universe 
who has ought to lay to the cliarge of mercy? 
Who ever suffered a wrong at her hand? It is 
useless to inquire ; it is not in mercy's nature 
to injure. The sun might sooner give forth 
darkness and death, and the night dews parch 
and poison the plants on which they distil, than 
mercy inflict an injury. But on the other hand, 
who can number her glorious acts. Mercy has 
robbed hell of her victims, is filling heaven with 
trophies, and will ere long despou death of his 
prey, and transform this Golgotha earth into a 
blooming paradise. God of mercy, hasten the 
glorious day ! 

However mercy may be shut out from humau 
thoughts, however human bosoms may be 
barred against her, there are eyes which nerer 
sleep to watch her progress ; there are tongues 
which never tire to sing lier praises ; there are 
hearts progressing endlessly into a still more 
fervent glow of love, to treasure up the memory 
of her victories. In proof of this we read that 
" there is joy in the presence of the angels of 
God, over one sinner that repenteth ;" also ** that 
unto the principalities and powers, in heavenly 
places, is made known by the church the manifold 
wisdom of God.'' And one reason assigned 
why God, who is rich in mercy, hath quickened 
and raised up dying sinners is, ''that in the 
ages to come, he might shew the exceeding 
riches of his grace, in his kindness toward us 
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by Christ Jesus." Epb. ii. 7. O what a lesson is 
(Jod reading the universe by the salvation of the 
church ! There his character is unfolded ; there 
the horrible nature of sin, and God's infinite 
hatred to it is discovered ; and thus, by furnish- 
ing holy beings with reasons why they should 
still more love and admire him, he carries out 
the designs of his righteous government. Oh, 
we can conceive that there is a sense in which 
mercy binds a spotless seraph still more closely 
to the throne of God, and kindles an in tenser 
glow of love in his bosom ! Angels need it not 
for themselves, nor ever will need it ; but while 
ministering to those who are embraced by it, they 
join the song of saved sinners, ''his mercy 
endure th for ever." 

Then is not mercy glorious, and ought not 
our tongues to be the trumpets of its praise ! 
"Thus saith the Lord, let not the wise man 
glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man 
glory in his might, let not the rich man glory 
in his riches: but let him that glorieth glory 
in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, 
that I am the Lord which exercise lovingkind- 
ness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth : 
for in these things I delight, saith the Lord.' 
Jer. ix. 23, 24. It has been said, '' think much of 
God, and he will be consciously present with you." 
Think also of his mercy, and it shall be your 
constant companion ; '* when thou goest, it 
shall lead thee, when thou sleepest, it shall keep 
thee, and when thou awakest, it shall talk with 
thee;" and then thine heart shall say, "How 
precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O 
God! how great is the sum of them! If I 

p 2 
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should count them, they are more in number 
than the sand : when I awake, I am still with 
thee." Psalm cxxxix. 17, 18. 



" Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail. 
In thee Lord we trust, nor find thee to fail ; 
Thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end, 
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and friend. 
O measureless might, inefi'able love ! 
While angels delight to hymn thee above. 
The humbler creation, though feebler their lays. 
With true adoration, shall lup to thy praise." 

Grant. 
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CHAPTER III. 



JESUS IN HIS MISSION, DEATH, AND EXALTATION, THE 
MEDIUM, THRONE, STOREHOUSE, AND ALMONER OF 
MERCY. 

'* Jesus our kinsman, and our God, 
Arrayed in majesty and blood ; 
Thou art our life, our souls in thee 
Possess a full felicity. 

"All our immortal hopes are laid. 
In thee, our Saviour, and our head ; 
Thy cross, thy cradle, and thy crown. 
Are big with glories yet unknown." 

WATTS, 



Having contemplated ' the nature and glory 
of divine mercy, we now come to consider its 
costliness. We have seen that it is not more certain 
that God is, than that he is merciful ; that the 
wonders of creation do not more fully demon- 
strate the first, than the wonders of the new 
creation do the second. We have also seen that 
this mercy is exceedingly glorious ; that it is that 
in and to the moral world, which the sun is to 
the material world, the fountain of light, life, and 
beauty. As light dawned first in beauteous ra- 
diance on a dark chaos, so did mercy ; at first 

F 3 
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disclosing its awful horrors, but afterwards re- 
joicing to effect a glorious change. That God 
who at first said, '* let there be light, and there 
was light," on the fourth day provided a glo- 
rious shrine in which light should dwell, Ps. xix ; 
and the same almighty Being, ^' in the fiilness 
of time, sent forth his Son," and thus hung out in 
the heavens of his mercy, the glorious Sun of 
righteousness, in the splendor of whose beams 
every other light is eclipsed. But how great the 
difference between the displays of power and 
mercy ! between creation and redemption ! Both 
were wrought by the same person ; out the one 
was by a word, and the other by the travail 
of his soul, '* in whom God's soul delighted." 
The Apostle beautifully shews forth this differ- 
ence in Heb. i. 3 ; Jesus upholds all creation by 
the word of his power, but by khnselfhe ptirgea 
our sins. " Mercy, pardon, and grace, (says Dr. 
Owen) could find no other way to issue forth 
from the heart of the Father, but by the heart's 
blood of the Son, and so do they stream into the 
heart of the sinner. To have all the clouds and 
darknesses that are raised by sin between us and 
the throne of God dispelled ; to have the fire 
and storms and tempests, that are kindled and 
stirred up about him by the law, removed ; to 
have his glorious face tmveiled, and his holy 
heart laid open, and a view given to those infinite 
treasures and stores of goodness, mercy, lova, and 
kindness, which have had an unchangeable habi'^ 
tation therein from all eternity ; to have a discovery 
of these eternal springs of forbearance and for- 
giveness, is that which none but Christ can 
accomplish and bring about." 
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Bj the costliness of divine mercy we wish two 
things to be understood. The vast expenditure 
which was made in order that it might exercise 
its functions honorably, and the infinite value 
which this implies there is in mercy. Still it 
must never be thought for a moment that mercy 
required to be purchased, or that God needed 
any inducement to cause him to exercise his 
mercy ; on the other hand it was mercy itself 
moved the Saviour to come ; it was by the grace 
of Grod that he tasted death for every man, Heb. 
ii. 9, 10; wisdom provided him, 1 Cor. i. 21 ; 
love gave him, John iii. 15 ; justice accepted 
him, 2^cH. xiii. 7 ; and mercy triumphs through 
him. Mercy could not have found pleasure in 
saving sinners, even could such a thing have 
been done, if justice had not been first satisfied* 
Mercy in the salvation of sinners, is the minister 
of holiness ; and to secure the honors of justice, 
and the triumphs of holiness, is its great object. 
The pardon and justification of sinners are not 
mere expedients to please mercy, but ordained 
means of glorifying justice and holiness. Christ 
then is the chosen and suited channel by which 
mercy flows; as says the Apostle, "In whom we 
have redemption through his blood, the forgive- 
ness of sins, according to the riches of his grace,*' 
Ephes. i. 7 ; and the following words, *' wherein 
he hath abounded towards us in all wisdom and 
prudence," 8 v., would seem to imply, that vast 
as the expenditure was, there was nothing un- 
necessary in redemption, but as in all the other 
works of God, there was just the outlay of divine 
energy which the case required ; and how vast 
that was in the matter of a sinner's salvation. 
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let the facts of the case tell, let the labors, the 
sweat, the tears, the blood, of God incarnate tell. 
What a testimony is here borne to the evil of sin ! 
What an overwhelming proof is here furnished of 
man's incompetency to help himself! And above 
all, what a view doth this give of the excellent 
nature of divine mercy ! How costly, how 
invaluable is mercy ! How vast, to require such a 
capacious channel! How efficacious, flowing 
through such precious blood ! How eternal, iden- 
tified with such a glorious name. But let us 
briefly contemplate the Saviour's advent and 
deaths and his session at God's right hand, and 
see in all, his zeal in the cause of mercy. View 
him at Bethlehem, Calvary, and in Glory, and 
hear him say as he took our nature, bare our sins, 
and received his reward, ''I am come that the^ 
might have life, and that they might have it 
more abundantly." His was the true Shepherd's 
heart, bent on bringing his wandering ones under 
the care of mercy. 

I. ''Jesus Christ came into the world to save 
sinners." Precious words ] the brightest gem in 
the bosom of truth ! the deathless treasure of 
myriads of hearts ; beauteous bow of the co- 
venant in the cloud of mercy ! melodious 
trumpet of the eternal jubilee sounding over an 
apostate world ! water of life springing &om the 
throne of God! O that all who nave ears to 
hear could hear ** this faithful saying," and prove 
* ' it is worthy of all acceptation ! " ** Jestis came 
to saveT^ came at mercy's bidding, came on 
mercy's errand, came for mercy's glory ; nor hath 
he come in vain. As at the voice of his power 
creation sprung &om the womb of nothingness \ 
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SO at the voice of his love shall the springs of 
penitence burst forth from the rocks of enmity, 
and the beauteous forms of lowliness and love 
from the dark caverns of pride and sin. Such 
was the love of Christ, that heaven could not 
contain him, when sinners needed his help; 
suffering could not restrain him, when mercy's 
interests required him to die; nor the grave 
retain him, when he had satisfied justice, and 
prepared the way for the triumphs of mercy. 
He came to save, he died to save, he rose 
and he lives to save. But let us go to Bethlehem, 
and inquire who ushered into our world this 
glorious visitant ; and we are told that it was 
" through the bowels of the mercy of our God 
that the day spring from on high visited us," 
Luke i. 78 ; from the inwardness of the mercy, 
which had dwelt in God's heart eternally. He 
came forth from the bosom of the Father. He 
who was to be mercy's herald, mercy's champion, 
was the child, the offspring of mercy ; his heart 
was moulded by the hand of mercy. How did the 
angels wonder and adore, when they saw this 
gift of love and mercy come into our world. 
They were enough enlightened into the glorious 
mystery to know that his errand was one of com- 
passion ; that his advent was a grand expression 
" of good will towards man." They had been 
witnesses of the state of the world, and the 
conduct of man, for upwards of four thousand 
years ; and the earth at that moment must have 
appeared to them to stand ripe for the sickle of 
wrath; gaze where they would, nothing but 
wickedness met their eye. But instead of re- 
ceiving a commission to go and be the execu- 
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tioners of God*s anger, behold they are now sent to 
proclaim *'*' peace on earth." And hark ! a sweeter 
strain is heard than even that ! *' glory to God in 
the highest."* Mercy is about to triumph to 
the glory of every divine attribute. 

It is pleasant to drink in this heavenly har- 
mony ; but we are not only called to listen to the 
songs of angels at the birth of '^ the mercy pro- 
mised," the word of Gt)d records a still nobler 
triumph, and bids us listen to sweeter harmony : 
** Mercy and truth are met together, righteous- 
ness and peace have kissed each other. Truth 
shall spring out of the earth, and righteousness 
shall look down from heaven." Ps. Ixxxv. 10, 
11 .f Here is a registry of the most wondrous of 
all births, and a record of the estimate formed 
thereof by the divine attributes . Truth is in- 
carnate, the perfections of God all harmonize in 
him, and righteous heaven looks down with com- 
placency on earth. There is an object where 
God can find rest, and infinite delight. " One hour 
of Christ's life, (says Dr. Bates; glorified God 
more, than an everlasting duration spent by 
angels and men, in the praises of him. For the 

* The angePs song at the birth of Christ is like the milky 
way in the heavens. There is a depth of glory the mind 
cannot fully pierce, yet there is a beauty which attracts the 
soul still to gaze. 

f While these verses refer to the harmony of the divine 
attributes in the advent, work, and death of Christ, an at- 
tentive consideration of the whole Psalm, and a comparison 
of it, with other passages, particularly with Ps. Ixxxix. 
would lead to the conclusion, that its ultimate fulfilment 
will be in that glorious kingdom of peace and righteousness, 
the foundations of which were laid by Christ in his incarna* 
tion. Micah v. 2. 4. Luke i. 32, 33. 
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most perfect creatures are limited and finite, and 
their services cannot fully correspond with the 
majesty of God ; but when the Word was made 
flesh, and entered into a new state of subjection, 
he glorified God in a divine manner, and most 
worthy of him. He that comes from above is 
above alL*' Here, then, behold the glorious 
declaration fulfilled ** a man shall be as an 
hiding place." The man "approved of God," 
Acts ii. 22, ever doing his will, glorifying justice, 
manifesting mercy, and pleasing God in both. 
** The man whose name is the branch," Zech. vi. 
12, bearing the rich fruits of pardon and holiness. 
The " man of sorrows " Is. liii. 3, by whose stripes 
we are healed. " The man of God's right hand 
made strong for himself," Ps. Ixxx. 17 ; mightier 
than sin, stronger than all our foes. "The man 
God's fellow, " Zech. xiii. 7, holding high com- 
munion with God the Father, about salvation 
work. " The man Christ Jesus," our brother, 
our Saviour, our anointed one ; possessed of our 
sympathies, full of the Spirit, and in all, Jesus 
tJie Saviour, O, ye saints of God, ye pardoned 
ones, come ye and keep your jubilee, where 
angels triumph ; where God's attributes all har- 
monize ; here let your hearts dwell ; here let 
your songs arise ! Assemble with the shepherds 
aroimd the shrine of mercy, even **the word made 
flesh," and then glorify and praise God for what 
he has made known unto you. *' Misery may 
now approach to glory, because glory condescends 
to misery, Christ is God stooping to the senses, 
and speaking to the heart of man."* Come 
and look at mercy's countenance, come and 

♦Charnock 
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listen to mercy's voice, come and study ^^ the 
only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth," the Son of God, the Son of man,* the 
offspring, the fountain, the ambassador of mercy. 
He that would understand mercy, must study the 
Mediator. Mercy was incarnated with him, she 
dwelt always within his heart ; 

" Hail Prince of Peace, and Lord of light ! 
Around thy path the world is bright ; 
Where Vr thou tread'st an Eden blooms. 
And earth foigets her myriad tombs." 

II. From Bethlehem let us hasten to Calvary, 
as we shall have occasion hereafter to return, 
to survey the Saviour's actions and testimony. 
The great object of Christ's death was to take 
away sin, to make an end of transgression, and 
this could only be done by the sacrifice of 
himself. The mercy of God, as displayed in 
shedding down his Spirit abundantly, comd only 
be exercised through Jesus Christ our Savi- 
our. Titus iii. 6. Redemption, even forgive- 
ness of sins is in his blood,t Ephes. i. 7; and it 
is for Christ's sake that God forgives sins. Ephes. 
iv. 32. By this wondrous and glorious pro- 
cedure, Gt)d is glorified, and all rational crea- 
tures are taught a grand moral lesson ; the 

^Son of man, (says Saurin) means " man, by excellence." 
Psalm xlv. 2. 

t In Ley. iv. atonement and forgiveness are linked to- 
gether, as it regards the typical purification of sin. The 
words are four times repeated, ** the Priest shall make an 
atonement for them, and it shaU be foigiyen him.*' Sf e 20tht 
26th, 31st, and 35th ycnses. 



THE COSTLINESS OF PIVINE MERCY. 61 

greatness of divine love, and the evil of sin, are 
most eloquently discoursed on, by the cross. 
** The two great attributes (says Dr. Bates) which 
are exercised towards reasonable creatures, in 
their lapsed state, are mercy and j ustice ; these 
admirably concur in the work of our redemption. 
Although God spared guilty man for the honor of 
his mercy, yet he spared not his own Son, who be- 
came surety for the offender ; but delivered him 
up to a cruel death, for the glory of his justice."* 

* " The sufferings of Christ appear to contain something 
in them, indescribahle to the human imagination, and un- 
fathomable to human discovery. His mysterious agony in 
the garden, the weight of our sins upon his soul, and the 
fearful exclamation. My God, my God, why hast thmt for^ 
saken tne t convey an idea of suffering, that we neither do, 
nor can comprehend. 

" But we may say, where was the necessity for all this vast 
profusion of suffering, this astonishing machinery of re- 
demption 7 Gould not God have forgiven us at a word ? 
Now only consider, what an idea it is we form of God, when 
we coniider that the forgiveness of sins is so very easy a 
matter. We conceive him to be an arbitrary and capricious 
being, who can make laws and break them at random, and 
fling his pardon to his creatures carelessly from his throne. 
Is this a worthy idea of him who cannot lie, and who cannot 
repent f Recollect that mercy with us means the reversing 
of a law, the changing of an established order of things ; 
our very idea of mercy implies an imperfection in the law, 
in the decision upon the law, or in the execution of the law. 
If human laws were perfect, or human judges infallible, 
where would be the room for mercy. It was a question re- 
served for the wisdom of Almighty God alone, to prove how 
justice and mercy could be reconciled; to hold forth 
forgiveness to the offender, without violating, relaxing, or 
suspending that law, which is holy, just, and good. 

" It is a terrible truth which men do well to recollect more 
than they do, that the same cross shews God's hatred for 
sin, as well as his love for the sinner ; the same cross shews 

G 
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Sin provoked God to draw the sword of j ustice, sin 
bound the arms of mercy, Jesus consented that 
the sword should be sheathed in his heart, that 
mercy might triumph in his name. He that 
would sing of mercy and judgment must go to 
Calvary. Here redemption flows to sinners 
through the wounds of a Saviour. Sin is con- 
demned in his flesh, death is slain by his dying, 
and thus Satan's power is destroyed by this awfiil 
and glorious manifestation of the Son of God. 
Here, angels were overwhelmed with wonder, 
and devils outwitted. ^' Could Satan imagine, 
that we should be healed by stripes, quickened 
by death, purified by blood, crowned by a cross, 
advanced to the highest dignity by the lowest 
humility, comforted by sorrows, glorified by dis- 
grace, absolved by condemnation, and made rich 
by poverty.''! How dear must mercy have 
been to the Saviour, when he was content to 
suffer all he did, that sinners might be clasped in 
its embrace. He was not merely willing, but 
desirous ; he was straightened, till all that was 
written was accomplished. In that Psalm where 
he speaks of his delight in doing God's will, we 

that he cannot forgive iniquity, and yet that he was willing 
to visit it upon his own Son for our sakes ; it shews us his 
wrath, and his love, and the one appears to be the measure 
of the other. The very immensity of his love seems to 
consist in averting wrath, that is equally boundless and in- 
conceivable. Alas ! alas ! we deceive ourselves strangely 
by fancying that it is easy for God to forgive sin. Consider 
well what it is that makes it such an easy thing for you to 
commit sin, and you wUl see it is because you fancy it an 
easy thing for God to forgive it." bby, c. woijfe. 

t Cbarnock. 
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find the following language, shewing his delight in 
God's mercy, towards his church : *'Many, Lord 
my God, are the wonderful works which thou 
hast done, and thy thoughts which are to us-ward, 
they cannot be reckoned in order unto thee : if I 
would declare and speak of them, they are more 
than can be numbered." Ps.xl. 5 ; and we know 
that when he was on earth, his expressions of 
willingness, yea, of delight in doing God's will, by 
suffering for sinners, were in agreement with 
these prophetic announcements. '* Having (says 
Mr. Harris) taken a survey of all that would be re- 
quired from the surety of sinners — having cast 
up and pondered the mighty sum of guilt to be 
cancelled, and measured with his eye the thun- 
derstores of wrath which must be exhausted, 
and fathomed the pit which to them was bottom- 
less — he pressed the entire responsibility to his 
heart, and addressed himself to the task. Our 
nature to him was a robe of suffering, assumed 
expressly that when the crisis of our redemption 
came, justice might find him sacrificially attired, 
«nd prepared for the altar, a substance which her 
swonl could smite, a victim which could agonize 
and die." In Christ's death divine holiness shone 
in all its glory, and thence mercy flows in all its 
plenitude.* The sweat, the tears, the sighs, the 



^ ** Holiness is the column of the divine majesty and 
power, the root and trunk of that tree, of which goodness 
and wisdom, mercy and love are the various branches, 
flowers, and fruits. Which holiness is more illustrated and 
honored in the incarnation of Jesus Christ, than it would 
have been in the destruction of a thousand worlds, fallen, 
forsaken, and abandoned because of sin. So that on the 
part of the Father, unchangeableness is preserved, hatred 

G 2 
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groans, of Jesus, were the birth-throes of mercy; 
and when he said, ** it is finished," then 
mercy sprang forth from the womb of his sorrows 
■n omnipotent maturity; in proof of which, 
witness her first exploit, the pardon of three 
thousand of his murderers, in answer to his 
prayer as they lifted up his cross, "Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do." 
Did the Jews, then, while he stood weeping by 
the side of his friend Lazarus, say, " behold how 
he loved him !*' what shall we say as we view 
him sinking voluntarily into a grave of ignominy 
for us. O let us glorify him, by expecting 
largely from that mercy which is so dear to him, 
ana which can now be bestowed on all penitent 
sinners to the glory of the divine perfections ! 
Saints should often be employed in reading over 
their pardon, the price it cost, and the love that 
sent it. 

III. Passing from the cross of ignominy to the 
throne of glory, we still find mercy and Jesus 
in connection with each other. He is the throne 
whfere mercy reigns, the storehouse where all 
her blessings are laid up, and the bountiful 
almoner to communicate her treasures. He, on 
whom the curse was laid, is become *' a glorious 
high throne to his father^s house;" he who 
** emptied himself," possesses all the fulness of 
God, and he who had no where to lay his head, 
but who was dependent on others for his daily 
supplies, is " the fulness that filleth all." Thus all 

of sin is preserved, the stabilityof righteousness is preserved, 
while love, and grace, and mercy find their proper mani- 
festatiun towards sinful men." irying. 
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the attributes of Deity flow into the Friend of 
sinners, and thence flow out in pardon, sanctifi- 
cation, and eternal glory to those who believe on 
him. Well might one say, " I could look at 
augelsy till I almost wish I was an angel ; I look 
at redemption, and I bless God I am a man." 
Christ communicates mercy by his offices of 
love ; he can sustain all offices, relations, and 
characters at once ; one does not suffer from 
the others being filled up. The divine fountain 
freely and fully fills all these channels. 

In the Jewish holy of holies stood the mercy 
seat, with its cherubims of glory above, and the 
sacred ark containing the divine law beneath. 
Here Jehovah dwelt in the glory cloud, thence 
he spake to Israel through the medium of their 
high priest, and there ''the blood which maketh 
an atonement for the soul" was sprinkled. The 
substance of all this meets in Jesus ; he is the 
throne of mercy, his blood is ever before the 
eye of God ; he is capacious enough to cover 
over the law we had broken, and to hide all our 
sins, and all its curses from sight ; he is also 
vast enough to contain the Deity, the fulness of 
which dwells in him; he is the head of all 
angels ; cherubim and seraphim, thrones, prin- 
cipalities, and powers, are gathered unto him, 
and placed under him. Mercy says nothinff but 
through him ; bestows nothing, works nothing, 
but by him. In his name the stores of mercy 
are treasured ; and when the Holy Spirit glori- 
fies him, by the unfolding of that name, the 
designs of mercy are wrought out. Salvation, 
life/ and glory are there, and those who believe 

G a 
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on it may well sing, ^' Blessed be his glorious 
name for ever.*' 

" Th€ name cf Jenu! in that glorious name, 
Pardon, and holiness, and life are given ; 
And faith with outstretch'd hand lays hunable claim, 
Aud grasps the peace of God, the bliss of heaven." 

With reference to the mercy seat, it is said 
Bom. iii. 25, " Whom God hath set forth to be 
a propitiation through faith in his blood." ** A 
reconciliation residence," as some render it. 
** As God was tmderstood to be constantly on 
the mercy seat of old, there to be ai-one-ed^ so 
is he now in Christy who is his residence for the 
same blessed purpose, that of aUone-ment^* 
When this atonement is received, God is re- 
joiced in, Bom. v. 11; and the soul dwells 
securely, and sings triumphantly under the 
shadow of his wings. All who come to God on 
a mercy seat, have his care and providence 
stretched out over them, as the wings of the 
cherubim were stretched over and covered the 
ark. God is their refuge from danger, their 
home in whom to rest and abide, where all 
blessings are treasured up ; and their sanctiuiry 
where they worship. "Lord, thou hast been 
our dwelling place, in all generations." 

Jesus is likewise the storehouse of mercy. 
God speaks thus of his beloved son, " My mercy 
will I keep for him for everinore, and my cove- 
nant shall stand fast with him," Psalm Ixxxix. 24. 
28 ; also Psalm xxi. 7, Ixi. 7. Jesus is the 
great trustee of the blessings of the covenant, 

* Editor of Calmet's Dictionary. 
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and he it is that speaks with such sweetness and 
authority, Isaiah Iv. 1 — 3: — •'Ho, every one 
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he 
that hath no money ; come ye, buy, and eat ; yea, 
come, buy wine and milk without money and 
without price. Wherefore do ye spend money 
for that which is not bread ? and your labor for 
that which satisfieth not ? hearken dihgently 
unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let 
your soul delight itself in fatness. Incline your 
ear, and come unto me ; hear, and your soul 
shall live ; and I will make an everlasting cove- 
nant with you, even the sure mercies of David." 
And then in the next words, the divine Father 
adds his testimony, v. 4 : — " Behold, I have given 
him for a witness to the people, a leader and 
commander to the people/' The Apostle quotes 
this passage. Acts xiii. 34, and applies it to 
Christ as risen from the dead ; David, he says, 
served his own generation by the will of God, and 
fell on sleep, and saw corruption ; but he whom 
God raised up saw no corruption, but ever liveth 
to bless his people and save them to the uttermost 
who come unto God by him. The Saviour also 
triumphantly says, "All power is given unto me 
m heaven, and in earth," that is, all in heaven 
is mine, for the good of earth. The fulness of 
God, the seven spirits of God, and all the an- 
gels of light are mine, for your good ; 9iid there- 
fore, when John saw Jesus in glory, he beheld 
him as the Lamb, having seven eyes and seven 
horns, and all this to carry out the purposes of 
mercy. how glorious it is to think that such 
power, such ricnes are in the hands of one so 
wise, so gracious, so feithful ! " Christ's heart 
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(says Gcxxlwin) was a heart bespoke on purpose 
to be made a vessel, or rather a fountain of mere j, 
wide and capable enough to be so extended, as 
to take in, and give forth to us again all God's 
manifestative mercies." Then let his saints 
come to him, and expect largely from him ; his 
fulness divinely suits their emptiness, and wher- 
ever in scripture Christ*s fulness is mentioned, 
God's people are likewise introduced as re- 
ceivers, John i. 14. 16. Coloss. ii. 9, 10 ; even 
as around a medicinal spring, there are glasses 
containing the water, and patients commg to 
partake of it. Christ is &r more set upon his 
own glory and the salvation of his people, than 
we can be, he his more anxious to glorify us, 
than we are to be glorified. Let us then come 
with boldness to the throne of grace, that we 
may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time 
of need. 

Jesus is the almoner of mercy. Peter testi- 
fied shortly after the Saviour's ascension, *' him 
hath God exalted with his right hand to be a 
prince and a Saviour, to give repentance unto 
Israel and forgiveness of sins ;" and how liberally 
did he shower down pardons. The hard hearts 
of Jerusalem sinners which had stood unbowed 
when the rocks were riven, were not merely 
broken, but melted. The exulting apostles went 
out and proclaimed to perishing millions, 
'•through this man is preached unto you the 
forgiveness of sins," and the Gentile wilderness 
rejoiced, and blossomed as the rose, and still the 
Saviour lives to bow the hearts of rebels, and 
powerfully protect his saints. The office he 
sustains as advocate of his people, is one of 
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tender love, set up on purpose that mercy might 
triumph, and grace reign. The angel of the 
Lord stands by, Zech. iii., to see that the brand 
plucked from the burning is secured from the 
adversary's rage, and adorned with the garments 
of salvation. To encourage us under a sense of 
sin to draw near to God, John testifies, that ** if 
we confess our sins, he is faithM and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness;" and this hope is wholly 
founded on the priestly office of Christ, for it is 
added,'* if any man sin, we have an advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 
Compare 1 John i. 9, with ii. 2. 

Looking then at Jesus as the medium, throne, 
storehouse, and almoner, of mercy, we may well 
be filled with wonder that the banished ones 
from Eden should be so richly blessed ; that 
those driven from an earthly paradise to toil in a 
wilderness, watered by the curse and prolific in 
sorrow — those between whom and the tree of 
life the fiery sword waved, should be redeemed 
to a better Eden of spirituEd and eternal blessings, 
by him whos3 laws they had broken. True, in 
the work of restoration there is a fiery sword, 
but it pierces the bosom of incarnate love ; there 
is a river, but it is a stream of blessedness, even 
the deep, wide, and clear current of eternal 
mercy, which bears the sinner back to God and 
glory. 

" O groundless deeps ! O love beyond degree ! 
The offended dies, to set the offender free." 

Ought we not then, while receiving the atone- 
ment and all blessings by it, to feel as did Noah, 
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when, again treading the green earth, he stood 
beside his altar, saw the bow of God in the 
heavens, and heard with rapture his words of 
promise, and expressions of complacence. We 
have a nobler victim, a more beauteous bow, a 
better covenant, and richer blessings. God 
smells a sweet savour in the sacrifice of Christ, 
and declares to the soul his grace restores, '^ I 
will accept you with your sweet savour." 

" Thou Prince of Glory, slain for me, 
Breathing forgiveness in thy prayer ; 
That loving, melting look I see ; 
That bursting sigh, that tender tear, 

For murderers shed ! 

** Oh ! while I gaze, in wonder lost, 
Upon that livid, mangled form. 
Teach me to calculate the cott. 
To shelter from the rising storm. 

This guilty head ! 



« 



Let me but hear thy dying voice 
Pronounce forgiveness in my breast ; 

My trembling spirit shall rejoice, 
And feel the calm of heavenly rest 

In all its woes. 



" Lord, thine atoning blood apply. 
And life or death is sweet to me ; 
In life's last hour, thy presence nigh, 
From fear shall set my spirit free, 

And give repose.'* 

GOLLYER, 
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CHAPTER IV. 



JESUS IN HIS MINISTRY AND MIRACLES, THE MIRROR OF 

DIVINE MERCY. 



« 



Christ is a path, if any be misled 

He is a robe, if any naked be ; 
If any chance to hunger, he is bread. 

If any be a bondman, he is free ; 

If any be but weak, how strong is he. 
To dead man life he is ; to sick man health ; 
To blind men sight ; and to the needy wealth ; 
A pleasure without loss, a treasure without stealth." 

Fletcher. 



It is worthy of observation that the life of the 
Saviour, as recorded by the Evangelists, is not 
called his history y but his gospel^ and this not 
merely bv human authority, but by the inspired 
writers themselves. The Evangelist Mark thus 
begins his testimony, *^ the beginning of the 
glad tidings of Jesus Christ the Son of God." 
There is a fulness of meaning in this word, as it is 
applied to the Saviour*s ministry and miracles. 
His words and actions bring to us glad tidings 
concerning God. " The acts of Christ Tsays 
one) were a system of sublime hieroglypnics, 
every part of which stood for some glorious as- 
pect of the divine character; while, of that 
system, his words were meant to furnish us with 
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the key and interpretation/' Jesus sojourning 
on earth, in our nature^ was " the brightness of 
his father's glory, and the express image of his 
person ;'' he could say, ** he that hath seen me 
nath seen the Father." How wondrous must his 
person be, who could with truth lay claim 
to such preeminent honor. How beneficially 
glorious his character, who could and did gather 
up into himself, all that the prophets predicted ; 
and who infinitely exceeded all the combined 
excellencies of all the excellent of the earth, 
who had been his heralds and types. Yet such is 
Jesus, and ** his name shall be called wonderful ;" 
and all the saints should join the royal psalmist 
in singing, " thou art fairer than the children of 
men, grace is poured into thy lipS| therefore God 
hath blessed th&e for ever." 

But our object will be to shew that Jesus while 
tabernacling in our world, exhibited in his ac- 
tions, spirit, and communications, both in life, 
and in death, a glorious representation of the 
tenderness, kindness, and willingness of divine 
mercy. We cannot be thankful enough that so 
much of what the Saviour said and did is preserved 
for our use. In Ms spotless and beneficial life, 
we see holiness in its unblemished beauty, and 
mercy in its inexhaustible plenitude. We are 
not merely told that he was bom, lived, and 
died, but the circumstances of his birth, life, 
and death are detailed, ^' that we may know that 
Jesus is the Christ the Son of God, and believing 
have life in his name." But as all who have 
Bibles, and hearts to study them, may easily 
search this out for their own good, and as the 
author has dwelt on the subjects discussed in 
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this and the preceding chapter, in his work on the 
Priesthood of Christ, it will be necessary here only 
to make a few brief remarks on the character and 
deportment of the Saviour^ on his gracious 
discourses, and on his tender and stupendous 
miracles^ keeping constantly in view that we 
are in quest of fresh views of the nature and 
properties of God's mercy, which in and by 
Christ we expect to find fully exhibited. 

I. The character and deportment of the Sa- 
viour, was unlike whatever had been exhibited 
before. Perfectly acquainted with his own dig* 
nity, fully conscious of his resources, with what 
lowliness did he demean himself, what forbear- 
ance and compassion did he exercise ! He at- 
tempered his glory to the minds of those with 
whom he came in contact, he adapted himself to 
their circumstances and habits, spake in their 
lanoruage, and constantly made it manifest that 
he sympathised with all who were weighed 
down with sorrow, or oppressed by Satan. Hoav 
noble and magnificent were his designs ; com- 
pared with them, those of heroes and phi- 
losophers are not worthy of being named, 
yet was there no parade, no boasting ; but all 
was calm dignity, and persevering love. He 
met with no mercy from man, though man re- 
ceived nothing but mercy from him. When we 
consider the spirit in which he conducted his 
various controversies with the Jews — what a com- 
bination of self-possession, faithfulness, wisdom, 
tenderness, and holiness there was, and discern 
throughout the whole, pity for their ignorance 
and, compassion to their state reigning trium- 
phant — we are constrained to acknowledge, that 

H 
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'* in enduring the contradiction of sinners against 
himself," he gave a full representation of that 
feature of divine mercy termed " l(mg9ufferwg^^ 
O had he only hrought with him into our world, 
the forbearance and love of all the angelic hosts, 
it would have been exhausted, long ere he had 
reached the cross. But he had not merely an 
ocean of love in his heart, but the exhaustless 
and eternal fountain. If we look at the indus* 
try and zeal he continually displayed, we see the 
actwity of mercy ; what laborious journeys did 
he take ; how incessantly do we find him preach- 
ing by day, and praying by night; he seemed to 
feel that mercy had no friend in this world but 
himself, and tnat he mu9t labor in her service, 
while it was called day. In the feelings which 
were produced in him, while conversant with 
human guilt and misery, we see the tendemesa 
of mercy. He wept over the sinner's woe, and 
obduracy ; he sighed at man's hardness of heart ; 
and was grieved because of the imbelief conti- 
nually displayed. In the associates and followers 
he gathered aroimd him, he revealed the free^ 
ness and power of mercy.* He chose the poor, 
the despised, the unworthy, the guilty. At his 
command, the miser forsakes his hoard, the vo- 
luptuary flies from his lusts, and both find true 
riches and stingless pleasures at his feet, and in 
his friendship. He never turned a deaf ear to 
the wailing of penitence, or the cry of sorrow; 

♦ For a most striking description of the mercy and com- 
passion of Christ when on earth, the reader is referred to 
" Chamock's Discourse on Mercy to the Chief of Sinners," 
which is now published in a cheap form, together with his 
" Discourse on Man's Enmity." 
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he had no eye for the delusive vanities of earth ; 
when the multitude sought to make him a king, 
he withdrew himself; when Satan shewed him 
all the kingdoms of the world, he spurned the 
gilded bait away ; but when a penitent woman 
bowed before his feet uninvited, but not un- 
drawn, not unwelcomed, he placed himself on 
the throne of her affections. Oh ! the melody 
there is in his gracious words, '' Woman thy 
sins are forgiven thee, go in peace." His ene- 
mies sneered, and gave him the title of *^ the 
friend of sinners ;" he bound it on his brow for 
a name of honor, meekly wore it, and glori- 
ously fulfilled it In his persevering love to his 
followers, whom he had attached to himself, he 
imaged forth most fully the faithfulness of that 
unwearied mercy which never leaves nor for- 
sakes the work of its own hands, for '^having 
loved his own which were in the world, he loved 
them unto the end." Thus his whole life was 
one act of untiring love, '^ he came to minister," 
and he did minister all his life time most faith- 
fully, most affectionately, most assiduously, to 
the bodies, minds, and souls of men ; and yet 
after all this ministering love, this display of 
mercy, the persons among whom he had so- 
journed cried out, ^* not this man, but Barrabas;" 
still strong; in love he said let me go to the cross 
and die, ^' for the Son of man came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister; and to give 
his life a ransom for many." Here was mercy 
in its infinity. The cross is the fullest display 
of infinite mercy. 

II. Listen awhile to his discourses, they are 
all fragrant with mercy. " To the poor the Gos- 

H 2 
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pel was preached ;" ** the common people heard 
him gladly ;" and his very enemies said '* never 
man spake like this man." His great object was 
to unfold God's character as rich in mercy ; to 
make him known as a Father ; and to bring into 
sweet communion with him. As specimens of 
his public discourses, look at the sermon on the 
mount, with its vast blessings, kind directions, 
and gracious promises. What is the character he 
there gives of God ? "Your father in heaven who 
is merciful." What blessing are we encouraged 
to seek from him ? " the forgiveness of sins." 
Who are pronounced blessed? **The merciful." 
Wherein does their blessedness consist? " They 
obtain mercy." Look at another discourse in 
Matt. xi. 17, closing with " Come unto me all ye 
that are weary and heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest." ^That is, I will give you to know God, 
and then you will rest in his love. In John vi, 
what a merciful discourse have we. He spreads 
the table of mercy with heaven's richest provi- 
sions, and bids his auditors seek that meat 
which endureth unto everlasting life. He pro- 
claims himself the bread of life, his flesh meat 
indeed, his blood drink indeed — promises that 
none who come shall be cast out, and that all 
who feed shall have life eternal. 

Search the parables which formed so large a 
part of his ministrations, and we shall still see 
that his one object was to proclaim mercy, 
and to bring sinners within the sphere of its 
blessed influence. Not to mention the plainness 
of these parables, and their adaptation to the un- 
derstanding and circumstances of those who 
^eard them, let us glance at the contents of a 
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few of them. The parable of the prodigal son, 
stands forth in magnificent loveliness, and claims 
the first notice. There we see mercy's right 
willingness to receive the most unworthy, her 
delight in pardoning the returning soul, while 
her inexhaustible resources are set forth in the 
rich provision made for, and proofs of favor 
heaped upon him, who was dead out alive again, 
lost once, but now found. How vivid and 
how affecting is this sketch, as we read, the 
whole scene and circumstances seem to pass 
before us ; we see the misery of the wanderer, 
hear his sighs of contrition as he thinks on his 
father's house, and his throbs of mingled hope 
and fear as he beholds his father's form ap- 
proaching. The pardoning welcome, consigning 
to oblivion all the past, and the triumphant song 
recounting mercy's matchless deeds, all burst 
on the entranced ear, and hold the heart captive 
in the chains of admiration. And, oh ! when the 
soul feels, I am such a wanderer, and such a 
father is God to me; to admiration is added 
gratitude and hope, and the heart rises upwards 
m lofty praise, and sinks before a pardoning 
Qt)d in deep humility. 

Attending still to our great teacher, behold 
another scene is presented to our view: 
a dreary wilderness is before us, and a silly 
sheep is seen wandering there ; the howling of 
wolves is heard in the distance, and we expect 
every moment to see the straying creature fall 
the victim of the destroyers. But, behold ! the 
shepherd is winding his way over the hills and 
through the vales ; he slackens not his pace 
until he finds his lost one, " and when he hath 

H 3 
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found it, he lajeth it upon his shoulders re- 
joicing." Here, to the very life, see pictured the 
unwearied nature of divine mercy, and God's 
delight in sliewing mercy. 

From the wilderness we are taken to the tem- 
ple, and the voice of supplication and penitence 
is heard. Two worshippers are standing before 
God's throne, the one lifts up his head with con- 
fidence, the other smites on his breast with sor- 
row. One thanks God for what he is not, and 
the other confesses before God what he really is ; 
and *• God be merciful to me a sinner," resounds 
through the temple, and is heard in the highest 
heaven. Mercy has her favorites, and this is 
one. 

We might dwell on many other parables, but 
it is difficult to know which to leave ; the sub- 
stance of our Lord's teaching and parables, 
being, ** All things are ready, come to the 
marriage^' ** Alrvays pray and never faints 
Mercy is never wearied in giving, be not you 
weary in seeking and asking. In his private 
conversations with his disciples, our Lord had 
the same object in view ; all his teaching, all his 
discipline was designed to make them rich in 
mercy — make them like himself, harmless as 
doves, tender as lambs. O what pains did he 
take to teach them to prize mercy, and to imi- 
tate it. The conduct of Christ suggests to us, 
what are the means we should use while attempt- 
ing to imitate God, and what is the spirit we 
should cultivate if we would be successful. Our 
object should be to exhibit mercy, in all its va- 
ried beauties, and we should seek to do this in 
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the same spirit that Jesus did, ** compassion."* 
*' And Jesus, when he came out, saw much peo- 
ple, and was moved with compassion toward 
them, because they were as sheep not having a 
shepherd : and he began to teach them many 
things.*' Mark vi. 34. 

III. Let us glance at some of his miracles and 
we shall see that all were wrought to advance 
the cause of mercy. " Jesus went about doin^ 
good ;" his whole life was one vast act of love — 
one prodigious and continuous display of mercy. 
He could make no mistake in his plans, for he 
perfectly knew what real good was : he could not 
fail in his aims, for God had said, " he shall not 
fail, nor be discouraged." He was ever doing, 
and doing good. The seclusion of Nazareth ; 
the solitudes of the wilderness ; the bleak moun- 
tain top, as well as the social circle ; the crowded 
city, and the sacred temple, all witnessed it. He 
diet good to men's bodies — " the multitude sought 
to touch him, for there went virtue out of him, 
and healed them all." No applicant was refused, 
no case was pronounced too desperate. He gave 
sight to the blind, health to the sick, life to the 
dead. He did all so kindly, so graciously, so 

* " Had all that is terrific and appalling marked the path- 
way that Jesus trod, then hy what is terrific and appalling 
might we best expect to turn sinners from the evil of their 
ways. Had he caused pain to increase instead of laboring 
for the removal of it— had he strewed the earth with dead 
instead of wresting from death its spoil, then John would 
more closely have followed the example of his master, by 
calling down fire from heaven to consume the ungodly, than 
when he breathed ' little children love one another ; ' but 
' the Son of mau came to seek and to save that which was 
lost.*-' Melville. 
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like liimself, we scarcely know which most to 
wonder at, — the supernatural character of his 
works, the more than angelic gracefulness where- 
with he performed them» or the infernal hard- 
ness of heart which resisted them. Take a 
few moments of his life as a sample of the rest. 
Imagine a lovely evening in Palestine, and a se- 
cluded spot on which the sun is just shedding 
his departing rays. See Jesus standing in all the 
majesty of mercy, and view the scene around 
him. '* Now when the sun was setting, all they 
that had any sick with divers diseases brought 
them unto him ; and he laid his hands on every 
one of them, and healed them." Luke iv. 40. 
One would think all the chambers of affliction 
were emptied of their tenants; every form of 
misery is there, from the panting babe on the 
maternal bosom, to decrepid old age, borne 
in the arms of filial affection. Now behold the 
wonders wrought: Jesus speaks — sickness flies 
— health blossoms again— devils depart — peace 
returns — angels wonder — and man — remains 
unconverted ! 

Sometimes the sacred historian, in reciting the 
wonders Christ wrought, dwells on one miracle 
with great minuteness, as in the case of Lazarus 
and the young man who was bom blind ; and then 
a thousand lovely views of Christ's character, of 
his tenderness, thoughtfulness, and sympathy, 
break in upon us. At other times we have a 
whole cluster of miracles brought before us in a 
few words. The first is like taking a view of 
a beauteous valley from an abrupt eminence, 
whence we see its minute beauties ; and the 
^ther, like gazing at the heavenly arch, where 
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worlds on worlds revolve ; by the first, the mind 
is softened, and by the second, overwhelmed. 

Who can, without a thrill of sacred feeling, ac- 
company Jesus to the gate of Nain, or the vil- 
lage of Bethany, and see him bringing back to 
life a lost son, or a beloved brother ; and let 
it be remembered the cause of both these mi- 
racles was found in compassion and love, Jesus 
*' saw the widow weeping and he had com- 
passion ;" ** he loved Mary, Martha, and La- 
zarus." He had compassion on the multitude 
and fed them ; he had compassion on the leper, 
and healed him, on the blind men, and gave them 
sight ; and to the demoniac he said, *' Go home 
to thy friends and tell them how great things the 
Lord hath done for thee, and how he hath had 
compassion on thee." 

It should never be overlooked "that* our Lord 
performed all these cures on the body, to shew 
man his need of spiritual healing, and to en- 
courage^him to believe in his own willingness to 
become the physician of souls.* There is no 
form of misery on earth as it regards the body, 
but has its corresponding features in the soul, 
and Jesus is the healer of the soul. *' For ye 
were as sheep going astray; but are now re- 
turned into the Shepherd and Bishop of your 
souls." 1 Peter, ii. 25. 



Strange the disease/for which no med'cine's good 
To cure its pain, but the physician's blood." 



* '* If evil tempers arise, I go to Christ as some demoniac ; 
if deadness creeps upon me, I go a paralytic ; if dissipation 
comes, I go a lunatic ; if darkness clouds my peace, I go a 
Bartemeus ; and when I pray, I edways go as a leper, crying 
as Isaiah did, vticleany unclean,** Berridge. 



I 
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When we see Jesus raising the dead, it shews 
him forth as the author of eternal life ; when he 
opens the eyes of the hlind, as the source of 
heavenly wisdom ; and when he heals all manner 
of sickness and diseases, as the overflowing 
fountain of spiritual health and strength. We 
close this rough and very imperfect outline of 
the Saviour's character, ministry, and miracles, 
with 'the following heautihil testimony to his 
excellency : " Christ clothes himself in the rai- 
ment of flesh, puts on like passions and affections, 
and presents himself to he beheld, talked with, 
and handled of the sons of men. He opens up 
the heart of God, and shews it wondrously tender 
to his fallen creatures. He opens up his own 
heart, and shews it devoted to death for their 
restoration. He stretches out his hand ; disease 
and death flee away. He opens his lips, loving- 
kindness drops upon the most sinful of men. 
He opens a school of discipline for heaven ; 
none are hindered from entering it. Whoever 
comes, he cherishes with food fetched from the 
storehouse of his creating word. The mourner 
he anoints with the oil of joy, and clothes with 
the garment of praise. And what more can we 
say than that, if the knowledge of deserved 
death averted from your heads, oe joy, and the 
knowledge of offences forgiven, be contentment ; 
and the knowledge of God reconciled, be peace ; 
and the sure hope of heaven, be glory ; and if 
wisdom streaming from its everlasting fountain, 
be light to the understanding; and strength 
ministered from the arm of the omnipotent, be 
life to the soul ; then verily this peace, content- 
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ment, honor, and life, is yours, believers, through 
the revelation of Jesus Christ, the eternal Son 
of God ?" 



it 



How sweetly flow'd the Gospel's sound, 
From lips of gentleness and grace, 

When listening thousands gathered round, 
And joy, and reverence, fill'd the place. 

" Frem heaven he came — of heaven he spoke. 
To heaven he led his follower's way ; 
Dark clouds of gloomy night be broke. 
Unveiling an immortal day. 



(( 



* Gome wanderers, to my father's home. 

Come all ye weary ones and rest,' 
Yes ! sacred Teacher — we will come, 

Obey thee — love thee, and be blest." 

BOWRING, 
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CHAPTER V. 



THE TRIUMPHS OF DIVINE MERCY, IN THE CALLING AND 
PARDON OF SINNERS. THE NATURE OF REPENTANCE 
DESCRIBED. THE COMPLETENESS OF FORGIVENESS 
UNFOLDED. RETROSPECTIVE VIEW OF THE ACTS OF 
MERCY. 
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Mercy, my Judge, mercy I cry. 
With blushing cheek, and bleeding eye : 
If sin can sigh, love can forgive ; 
O say the word, my soul shall live. 

Oh, hear a suppliant heart, all crush'd 
And crumbled into contrite dust ! 
My hope, my fear ! my Judge, my Friend, 
Take charge of me, and of my end." 

Ghashaw. 



What a comfortless, desolate, pitiable creature 
is man, without an interest in forgiving love and 
mercy ! I contemplate my body, and see divine 
skill and workmanship: I consider my soul, and 
find an immortal principle, capable of great en- 
joyments : I look around me, and see a beauteous 
world, covered with proofs of the divine good- 
ness : but one word pours desolation over the 
whole ; it is Sin. Imn a sinner. This sad fact 
fills me with wretchedness, and the world with 
woe. He then who would be my friend indeed, 
must tell me how sin may be got rid of. The 
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arm that would lift me up to joy, must first take 
away iniquity. Such a friend is the Bible — 
such an arm of omnipotence, is the cross of 
Christ. When faith rests upon that word, and 
embraces that cross, then comes honor instead 
of shame, holiness instead of sensuality, strength 
instead of weakness, hope instead of despond- 
ency , and heavenly peace instead of tormenting 
guilt. Guilt is an enemy both to holiness and 
happiness; we cannot "serve God without fear,*' 
unless delivered from the hand of our enemies ; 
we are prone to forget this, and only to think 
that guilt hinders our own joy, and so only 
affects ourselves ; but this arises from our self- 
ishness, and proneness to leave God out of our 
thoughts. Guilt makes us weak, and keeps us 
at a distance from God ; it gives us wrong views 
of his character, and so it is an enemy to holiness. 
Mercy flowing forth in forgiveness, and taking 
away guilt, is therefore the friend of holiness, 
and the promoter of the divine glory. 

Most persons who give eternal things any con- 
cern, and who make any profession of religion, 
have some general and indefinite ideas concern- 
ing the necessity of forgiveness ; but still they 
go on without any clear views of its nature, or 
any personal experience of its power. There are 
two things which it is very difficult to persuade 
persons are true ; the one is, that they really need 
forgiveness ; that is such forgiveness as the Bible 
reveals, through such a medium as the cross, 
and for the ends that God proposes to accomplish ; 
the other is, to persuade convinced sinners that 
they are welcome to all the blessings of mercy, 
that the God they have provoked can forgive 
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them, and set himself glory thereby. The 
careless, worldly sinner, goes on presummg on an 
indefinite, unfelt, something: and the wounded 
heart goes on desponding, notwithstanding the 
mercy ne needs, and which is altogether suited 
to his case, is constantly ringing in his ears. God 
in his word has made large provision to suit both 
these cases, may his good Spirit make the con- 
templation of tnis glorious subject effectual to 
the humbling of the stout-hearted, and the com- 
forting of them that mourn. 

It IS but seldom that the scriptures make 
make mention of departed spirits revisiting this 
world, and it is remarkable Uiat on one of these 
un&equent' occurrences, the mysterious visitant 
bore testimony to the utter nothingness and 
entire sinfulness of man. '^ Then a spirit passed 
before my face ; the hair of my flesh stood up : 
It stood still, but I could not discern the form 
thereof: an imace was before mine e3res, there 
was silence, and I heard a voice, saying, shall 
mortal man be more just than God? Shalla man 
be more pure than his maker ? Behold, he put 
no trust in his servants, and his angels he charged 
with folly : how much less in them that dwdl 
in houses of clay, whose foundation is in the 
dust, which are crushed before the moth?" 
Job iv. J 5— 19. Alas! man will not be per- 
suaded, even though one rose from the dead ; 
but still calls his webs, garments, and his refuge 
of lies, a secure hiding place. But while a 
spirit from the invisible world capae to shew man 
his need of mercy — to convince him that he 
was a weak, erring, sinful, perishing being; the 
Lord of angels and creator of spirits came down 
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to shew the penitent there voas mercy for him ; 
and by words of unequalled tenderness, actions of 
unparalleled compassion, and blood of invaluable 
value, to shew how mercy could and would 
''restore to the outcasts health and cure, and 
reveal unto them the abundance of peace and 
truth." The object of this chapter will be to 
shew to sinners, that they need mercy ; to the 
mourning heart, that there is mercy for him ; 
and to the believer, that he ^' should glorify 
God for his mercy," by trusting it most simply, 
expecting largely from it, and praising him con- 
tinually for it. How encouraging is that decla- 
ration, *' The Lord delighteth in them that fear 
him, in those that hope in his mercy ; " and the 
more simple and fervent our hope is, the more 
complacently doth God regard it. Some con- 
vinced sinners hope in that mercy as the drown- 
ing man lays hold on the rope, there is a 
connection between him and it, and he is secured 
by it, but he is still tossed on the billows,* while 
the hope of others may be likened to the calm 
and unsuspecting child, reposing on its mother, 
drawing nourishment from her bosom, supported 
by her arms, and gazing with rapture on her 

* " For the most part, we are as it were ready rather to steal 
foigiyeneBS of God, than to receive it from him, as one that 
gives it freely and largely. We take it up, and lay it down, 
as though we would be glad to have it, so God did not as it 
were see us take it, for we are afraid he is not willing we 
should have it indeed. 

*' Go with your half-forgiveness, limited conditional pardons, 
with reserves and limitations, to the sons of men, it may be 
it may become them ; it is like themselves : that of God is 
absolute and perfect, before which our sins are as a cloud 
before the east wind and the rising sun.** Owen. 

I 2 
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smiling countenance. Surely sucb an hope is 
warranted by all tho^e exceeding great and pre- 
cious promises, which contain **the sincere milk 
of the word," and by that glorious cross through 
which forgiveness flows. ** Faith (says Owen) 
will carry heaven in one hand, and ^hell in the 
other; shewing the one deserved, the other 
purchased. A man may see enough of his own 
sin and folly to bring a hell of wrath out of 
heaven ; and yet see Christ bring a heaven of 
blessedness out of a hell of punishment." These 
are the views and feelings we are anxious to 
produce. 

I. Let us contemplate the condition of the 
objects of divine mercy arid forgiveness. This 
has already in a measure been done in the first 
chapter, but a few remarks are here necessary 
to serve as the dark ground of the bright por- 
trait of mercy. To what a state has sin reduced 
man ; this none but God can fully tell. "Nature 
is so corrupted as not to understand its own. 
depravation." "Sin (says one) is the breath of 
the devil, the filth of the man." One sin brought 
death upon mankind, violated the divine law, 
deformed the face of the creation, wrecked the 
soul, inflamed the wrath of God ; and every sin 
is of this nature. " Sin (says another) has 
made man a very monster, it sets his heart where 
his feet should be ; it fixes a man's heart on earth, 
while his heels are lifted up against heaven, on 
which his affections should be fixed. Sin is an 
act of contumacy against God, a moral walking 
antipodes, being altogether opposite to heaven. 
Lev. xxvi. 27. Sin is nothing but opposition to 
the will of God ; the will of no creature is so 
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contradicted as the will of God is by men and 
devils. Our fall is like a man falling into a pit 
among stones and mire, which bruise and defiles 
him at the same time." O, who can tell what 
there is in those three letters, sin / we could 
sooner count the drops of water in the ocean, or 
number the sands which strew its shores, than 
tell out the vileness, deformity, mischief, folly, 
madness, and misery of sin. The word Etna is 
soon spoken, but it would take a very long time 
to tell of the miseries and devastations caused by 
that mighty volcano ; it is much more so witn 
sin. Look at this groaning earth — those 
smoking plains — that shoreless sea ; gaze into 
the bottomless pit ; view those everlasting chains 
of darkness on angelic creatures ; and see how 
ruinous sin is. Look at man : sin hath defaced 
God's image, and put the devil's in its place ; 
turned God's vicegerent into a slave, and him 
who was but a little lower than the angels, into 
a companion of demons. Yet is it over these, 
whose nature is thus saturated in sin, that the 
bowels of mercy yearn ; it is in this field of dark- 
ness, death, gnilt, and enmity mercy achieves 
the noblest triumphs. 

Sin hath aboanded ! O how much ! how long ! 

In every heart, in every age and clime ; 
But mercy breaks sin's chains however strong, 

And brings up gems from Satan's darkest mine. 

It is observable that in those passages of 
Scripture in which we have the fullest description 
of the triumphs of mercy, we have the most 
awful portrait of human nature. We can only 
mention three passages in proof, but many more 

1 3 
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may be adduced. In Epbes. ii. 5, we have the 
wondrous announcement that ''God is rich in 
mercy, for the great love wherewith he loved ^«," 
upon turning to inquire who are intended by 
this word us, we find the following description. 
" And you hath he quickened, who were dead in 
trespasses and sins; wherein in time past ye 
walked according to the course of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of the air, 
the spirit that now worketh in the children of 
disobedience : among whom also we all had our 
conversation in times past in the lusts of our 
flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of 
the mind ; and were by nature the children of 
wrath, even as others.'* Ephes. ii. 1 — 3. How 
appalling is this recital, yet here is no exaggera- 
tion ; all is truth, awful truth ; it is a description 
applicable to all the sons of Adam, however 
moral or outwardly holy ; this is their state by 
nature ; thus they are capable of acting, if they 
have not actually done so. Dead^ dead to 
Gody dead in sins ; * yet alive to sin, walking in 

* " It is true, that fallen man still possesses a species of life 
but such a life, as is wont to be found in the carcases and 
bones of the dead. In dead bodies it is not a natural, but 
an unnatural life that presents itself to our view ; they live 
and swarm with worms and vermin, and a similar Grange 
unnatural life has penetrated into our hearts, which are dead 
to God. They swarm no less with all kinds of worldly, 
sinful, inordinate lusts and afifections, like so many horrible 
vermin, snakes, and scorpions ; so that we are justly become 
loathsome in the sight of God, of angels, and of enlightened 
men, in the same manner as a dead carcase is loathsome to 
us. Nay, I am persuaded, that if we were properly ac- 
quainted with ourselves, in this state of unnatural deformity, 
we should loathe nothing so much as ourselves, and abhor 
ourselves as much as we do a mass of putrefaction." 

Gerhard Tersteegen. 
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it, imitating Satan, bowing to his sceptre, yield- 
ing up the spirit to his impulse. How awful ! 
thus loving what God hates, and indulging in 
what he forbids, we were heirs of his wrath » 
because defamers of his name. It has been well 
said, suppose some angel had been deputed from 
God's throne, thus to proclaim man's condition 
and character ; and after to an astonished and 
horror stricken world he had made the awful 
revelation, he had said, as in the text, ^^but 
God, " and there paused ; what could have been 
anticipated, but a declaration of wrath and woes 
unparalleled ! But instead of this (wonder O 
heaven, and be astonished O earth!) it is added, 
*' God who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
wherewith he loved us, even when we were 
dead in sins hath quickened us, together with 
Christ, by grace are ye saved ; and hath raised 
us up together, and made us sit together in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus : that in the 
ages to come he might shew the exceeding 
riches of his grace in his kindness towards us 
through Christ Jesus." Eph. ii. 4 — 7. Instead 
of beholding the blazing mountain of eternal 
wrath rolling into the sea of human guilt, and 
causing the sinner's own sins to consume him ; 
the clouds and darkness roll away ; the glorious 
mountain of eternal love is seen, whose topless 
height no creature-eye or thought, can fully 
reach; and down its sides rolls the stream of 
rich mercy, which, hastening towards the dead 
sea of human depravity, causes every thing to 
live wherever it comes ; or to refer to another 
scripture figure, it rolls towards that horrible pit, 
at the very bottom of which its objects lay, 
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Psalm xl. 2, 3 ; it flows in, and lifts them to 
life, to honor, to communion with Christ, to he 
the wonder of aneels, and a diadem of gloiy in 
the hand of the Lord. Truly God's thoughts 
are not our thoughts, " For as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher 
than your ways, and my thoughts than your 
thoughts." 

In Titus iii. we read again of the wanders 
wrought hy mercy : " But after that the kind- 
ness and love of God our Saviour toward man 
appeared, not hy woiks of righteousness which 
we have done, but according to his mercy, 
he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, 
and renewing of the Holy Ghost; which he 
shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ 
our Saviour ; that being justified by his grace, 
we should be made heirs according to the hope 
of eternal life." Here, again, observe is the 
wonder-creating ^' hutj' and well might this be 
the case, when the following words describe the 
character of the saved ones, " For we ourselves 
also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, de- 
ceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living 
in malice and envy, hateftil, and hatmg one 
another.*' Here we see again what sin dotn ; it 
takes away wisdom, and fives folly ; obedience, 
and gives rebellion ; truth, and gives lies ; one 
all-sufficient good,and gives a thousand destruc- 
tive lusts and cheating vanities ; peace, and 
gives strife: love and loveliness, and ^ves 
hatred and deformity. Oh what a ruin is here, 
and yet out of that ruin a beautiful temple is 
erected. Such as these are washed, sanctified, 
justified, and saved. 
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Take one more example. In Psalm cvii, we 
have a most beautiful description of the ways 
and works of mercy, and as in other places, 
man's need of that mercy is most strikingly de- 
picted. Five forms of human misery are pre- 
sented to us, all of which find their parallel 
at one and the same time in the sinner's con- 
dition. There is the traveller perishing in 
the wilderness, (verse 5,) shewing dying dis- 
appointed man in this vale of misery. There 
is the prisoner languishing in his dungeon, fast 
bound in misery and iron, portraying man as 
the slave of sin and Satan, and the prisoner of 
justice. Next comes wasting sickness, with its 
thousand repulsive features and instruments of 
torture, (verses 17, 18 ;) proving that ** there is 
no peace to the wicked," and that sin is misery. 
Afterwards we behold the mighty deep lifting up 
its waves on high, and see a little bark in the 
jaws of destruction, (26,27 verses;) that vessel 
shews the desperate danger of the sinner, and 
the tempest, the terrible indignation and storms 
of wrath he deserves. To close all, comes 
wasting famine, with its long train of horrors, 
(verse 34,)Tand death bringing'up the rear, and 
this describes those who "spend their money 
for that [which is not bread," who starve the 
soul, by trying to feed it with gold,. honor, and 
pleasure — with any thing rather than God. But 
mercy meets all these cases of exigence ; the 
captive is loosed, and the wanderer finds a home. 
The sick are healed with a word of salvation, 
and the mariner is brought to his desired 
haven, while the hungry is filled with good things, 
being feasted on eternal mercy. '* that men 
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would praise the Lord for his goodness." It 
may be just observed, that the different descrip- 
tions in this psalm which we have applied to man's 
fallen state, may be descriptive (or at least some 
of them) of those exercises of mind, through 
which those pass, whom mercy hath taken in 
hand; to this interesting class we now direct 
attention. 

II. Let U9 consider what is that state of 
hearty whwh prepares a sinner for the welcome 
reception of mercy. It will scarcely be necessary 
to observe that by preparation, we do not mean 
that the sinner needs anything in the way of 
qualification for mercy ; otherwise than as sick- 
ness is a qualification to goto a physician with, 
and poverty is a qualification to apply for alms. 
The poor, the hungry, the thirsty, in the broad- 
est sense of the words, (without making these 
words to include any holy dispensations,) are 
invited by mercy. If any will deny thAs^ then 
we send them to the terms, "wicked," "un- 
righteous," "stouthearted,*' "simple," &c., &c. 
The invitations and warrants of God's word, 
are clogged by no conditions. But none will 
prize pardon who do not feel that they are guilty 
and condemned, and none will long to be heal- 
ed who do not feel they are diseased. This is 
the work of the Spirit of God, he fixes down 
the mind to consider God's testimony in his 
word about sin and sinners; and gives them 
to feel that what is written in that book, exists 
within their hearts. " He shall reprove the 
world of sin." John xvi. 8. The importance of 
this part of the work of the Holy Spirit gives it a 
claim to special consideration. By ^^ reprove^* we 
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understand, as in the margin *' convince" or as 
some understand it ^^convictive persuasion," or 
" to prove by argument." '* It is (says one) a law 
term, and may be illustrated by the Judge who 
sums up the evidence, and sets things in a clear 
point of view, so as to demonstrate the truth. 
It includes, clearing things to a man's eyes — 
proving these things to his soul — and answering 
objections." In many instances there is a con- 
viction without conversion, " a conviction to 
confusion." Peter and Stephen preached similar 
doctrines ; both were filled with the Spirit, but 
how different the results; Stephen's auditors 
were pricked to the heart, and gnashed with their 
teeth ; Peter's in the heart, and called on the 
name of the Lord. Felix also trembled. Acts xxv. 
and to many the gospel is still *' a savour of death 
unto death." A time is coming, when all, how- 
ever hardened or careless, must be convinced 
(Jude XV.) that God is righteous — that sin is 
ruinous — • and that eternity is most important. 
Happy those who so learn these truths now, 
as to fly to Jesus seeking '' to be found in him." 
That is true conviction of sin, which makes tJie 
soul restless till it rests in Christ. Such con- 
viction the Holy Spirit produces. " He shall 
convince (says Henry) of the Juct, fault, foun- 
tam^ 2ixA fruit of sin." But most emphasis is 
laid on the sin of unbelief. It is not said, he 
shall convince the world of sin, because they 
have been drunkards, or murderers ; but hecause 
they heliem not on me. The subject may be 
thus considered, Christ is the great object of 
faith; he is most suited, sufficient, free, and 
full ; he is the wisdom of God, and the power 
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of God, for the sinner^s salvation. The Gospel 
contains a free warrant for the vilest to look to 
him. But notwithstanding this warrant and 
command, sinners by nature despise and neglect 
him. This is the great aggravatmg and con- 
demning sin. Z^n iii. 19. XV. 22->24. Yet it 
never appears such until the Spirit convinces 
of it. You never hear the natural man cryinff out 
and complaining, I am an unbeliever ; I have 
despised and forgotten Christ. Hence it follows, 
that we never have right views of sin^ until me 
perceive the evil nature and damning consequen- 
ces of unbelief What then is unbelief? and 
who is the unbeliever? An unbeliever is one, 
who^ having heard of Christy has not received 
hvn, and does not truly desire to receive him^ 
John i. 12, 13. This may appear at first to be 
a great latitude of interpretation, but if we con- 
sider what is included in scriptural desire^ (soul 
thirst, soul labor, soul pursuit,) we think the 
definition will appear scriptural. Do we then 
desire Christ? Does Phil. iii. 8 — 12, set forth 
our experience ? " Yea doubtless, and I count 
all things but loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord : for whom I 
have suftered the loss of all things, and do count 
them* but dung, that I may win Christ, and be 
found ill him, not having mine own righteous- 
ness, which is of the law, but that which is 
through the faith of Christ, the righteousness 
which is of God by faith : that I may know him, 
and the power of his resurrection, and the fel- 
lowship of his sufferings, being made comform- 
able unto his death ; if by any means I might 
attain unto the resurrection of the dead. Not 
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as thongh I had already attained, either were al- 
ready perfect : but I follow after, if that I may 
apprehend that for which also I am apprehended 
of Christ Jesus," In these words we see what 
real desire is ; not to have this is to be an unbe- 
liever. Look a moment at the nature of this 
dreadful and destructive sin. Unbelief is the 
same in principle wherever it is, but in different 
characters it takes different forms. It is a wrong 
state of the heart towards God and his word. 
Sometimes it takes the form of cold haughty 
pride ; this is the case when the revelation of 
God is denied, or the atonement of Christ 
rejected. Sometimes it takes the form of self- 
righteousness, which will grow in a murderer's 
heart, or around a harlot's dying bed. Sometimes 
it is seen in love cf sin. There may be light 
in the mind, and admiration of the way of 
salvation, but the sacrifice the Saviour demands, 
and the obedience he requires are not yielded* 
Sometimes it is cold indifference. The truth 
is heard, and assented to, but not desired, 
lu short (as Mr. Martin observes) " unbelief is 
at the root of every thing that is base." Despair, 
presumption, outward transgressions, are all its 
offspring. It is more reprobated in God's word 
than Sodomy, Mat. xi. 23, yet how little is it 
thought of; how many thousands of unbelievers 
with the gospel ringing in their ears, and the 
Bible in their hands, are hastening down to des- 
truction. 

Only the Spirit of God can successfully con- 
tend with this subtle and powerful foe to our 
souls. He can throw -down the towers of haughty 
pride — make the soul feels its righteousnesses 

K 
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are but filthy rags — make our sins appear hateful ; 
holin ess desirable— despair unreasonable — Christ 
precious — and forgiveness sweet. He brings in 
sinners guilty before God, and makes them feel 
their sinnership from the consideration that they 
have been unbelievers, have been endeavouring^ 
as far as in them lays, to make God a liar. 1 
John V. 10. The methods by which he con- 
vinces of this sin, though Qot exactly alike in 
all, are something as follows. He first shews the 
soul what that religion is which God requires, 
and Jwhich faith produces, and that they nave it 
not. The soul cries out, there is something 
in religion I have not ; / am deficient for eter^ 
nity. Having shewn unto them their deficiency, 
he discovers to theiipi their danger, then unfolds 
to them their remedy, and stirs them up to 
apply to it ; nor does he leave his work till the 
convinced soul has found forgiveness in the name 
of Jesus. Such often feel for a while it is no 
such easy thins; to believe as they imagined. 
But when they have believed ; when Christ has 
been fully received, sin renounced, and pardon 
enjoyed, believing appears of all things most 
simple and plain, as indeed it really is ; like all 
other of God's works, full of magnificent sim- 
plicity. 

As hath been intimated, there is much con- 
viction of sin, which is deficient and fruitless. 
This fact should be seriously pondered over, as 
many persons deceive themselves, and others get 
their hearts hardened. We think that no one can 
say whether convictions are true or false, but by 
their effects. Some get rid^of them by worldly 
opiates ; others comfort themselves with the con- 
tinuance of them, and perhaps with the great- 
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ness of them ; while all who thus deceive them- 
selves agree in this, that they do not come 
to Christ, nor to the blood of sprinkling. 
Convictions, however violent, merely give sin 
a stunning blow, but do not reach the seat 
of its life ; conversion gives it a mortal blow, 
and though it struggles it must die. For a 
time a person stunned, may seem more injured 
than another who has received a mortal wound ; 
but time which heals the one, discovers the other 
to be fatal: thus has it frequently been with 
convictions of sin. Convictions of sin never 
come to any thing, if conscience is left to strive 
alone, and is not seconded by the will and affec- 
tions. Conscience unaided, is something like a 
solitary constable going into the midst of a dis- 
orderly mob, who soon drown his voice and over- 
come him. Of all characters those are most to 
be pitied, and seem most hopeless who have lost 
their convictions, and have never found Christ ; 
whose conscience has ceased to struggle and re- 
monstrate, who are cold at heart, and careless 
in spirit ; what a fear^l awakening must there 
be ere long ! 

Let us now briefly consider what real repent- 
ance is. The word of God dwells much, very 
much on repentance, godly sorrow, confession 
of sin, soul blushing , and penitent shame, and 
invariably connects these with an experience 
of pardoning mercy. A considerable part 
of Scripture is made up of the confessions, 
prayers, praises, and conflicts of penitents, and 
with calls and encouragements to repent. ** He 
that confesseth and forsaketh his sin shall have 
mercy." " If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
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and just to forgive us our sins.** " I confessed 
my transgressions unto the Lord, and thou for- 
gavest the iniquity of my>in. "Such are a few 
out of the many instances we might adduce of 
the connection between confession and forgive- 
ness. The Lord says, *• only acknowledge thy 
iniquity," **come now and let us reason to- 
gether,*' and he complains, " thou didst refuse 
to be ashamed.'* Proud nature loathes heart- 
confession of sin, because it is an undoing and un- 
saying of what we have been previously engaged 
in. Confession of sin is the mother tongue of 
all taught of God, and not merely a dead lan- 
guage acquired and used occasionally, as is the 
case with the professor. It is accompanied with 
self-loathing, and self-distrust ; if a person (says 
one) had taken poison inadvertently, or in a mo- 
ment of insanity, they would afterward not only 
loath the poison, but the vessel which contained 
it. Thus Job says, '* I abhor myself," and the 
Lord ^declares, "ye slutll loathe yourselves in 
your own sight." 

The word of God is full of encouragements to 
the most guilty to come and confess their sins 
and transgressions. ** Take with you words and 
turn unto the Lord, say unto him, take away all 
iniquity and receive us graciously." The ini- 
quity which God takes away, must first be 
brought by us and laid before his throne. He 
loves to hear sin heartily and penitently con- 
fessed : he does so, as he is a God of truth ; for 
heart confession is an echo of his own testimony 
against sin, and shews that he and the confess- 
ing soul are beginning to be of one mind : he 
loves to hear it as a God of mercy ; for a vessel 
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is before him into which his compassions may 
flow : he loves it as a God of holiness ; for the 
mourning soul not only takes the same views of 
sin as God doth, but entertains similar feelings 
towards it. Therefore it is '* that the Lord is 
nigh unto them that call upon him, to all that call 
upon him in truth." It was the God of mercy 
who instructed Solomon to pray in the way he 
did. *' What prayer and supplication soever be 
made by any man, or by all thy people Israel, 
which shall know every man the plague of his 
own heart, and spread forth his hands toward this 
house : then hear thou in heaven thy dwelling 
place, and forgive, and do, and give to every 
man according to his ways, whose heart thou 
knowest; (for thou, even thou only, knowest 
the hearts of all the children of men.)" 1 Kings 
viii. 38, 39. Such mourning hearts shall prove 
that ** he will regard the prayer of the destitute 
and not despise their prayer." 

Real confession whether in seeking sinners, 
or mourning saints, will produce its effect on 
the spirit and character. If we read the con- 
fessions of David, of Daniel, of Ezra, or Nehe- 
miah, we feel persuaded that they did not come 
out from the presence of Deity, where they had 
been humbling themselves, to be worldly, fri- 
volous, or passionate; we feel confident that 
such men were unearthly, sober, tender-hearted 
men. And so will it be still, if in our private 
religion, we have to do with God, we shall in 
our public character, both religious and social, 
seek to walk with God and act for God. We 
shall be anxious to avoid the sins we confess, and 
to realize the blessings we seek. Would a man 
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perishing with hunger gaze on toys while seek- 
ing food, or one whose vitals were parched with 
thirst stop to gather up gold, if the sound of the 
gurgling rill met his ear ; we are sure they would 
not, neither will those act so, who are truly in 
earnest about salvation. 

Confession of sin and repentance are closely 
connected ; the former being in fact a branch of 
the latter. Repentance arises out of a revelation 
of truth in the soul by an Almighty agent. If 
all the people in the world believed God's truth, 
the earth would immediately become, a Bochim, 
a place of weeping. The truth of God's charac- 
ter, the truth of the evil of sin and the soul's 
desert, the truth of divine mercy, are set before 
the soul, clearly and frequently, until a hearing 
is gained, attention is engaged, and the soul 
says, this concerns me. This repentance may 
be said to be, the heart ache for a heart complaint, 
heart-sorrow for heart-alienation, heart-travail 
after heart-ease, and heart-conflict for heart-holi- 
ness. 

Repentance is accompanied with reconciUatian 
to God. To repent, is to turn to God. Recon- 
ciliation implies that something has been done, 
which was wrong ; that something is rebellion ; 
but the rebellion is crushed, the rebel is now 
reconciled, and looking unto him he has pierced, 
he is in bitterness while he hears him say '' I 
am Jesus whom thou piercedst." fiepentance 
produces rapture among the angels^ and rage 
am^ng devils ; because the repenting sinner has 
been received by God, It is a repentance which 
is holy and humbling, which exalts the Lamb, 
and promotes the interests of heaven, or else 
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there could be no joy in heaven or sorrow in 
hell on account of it. It produces revenge 
against sin, against heart sins, 2 Cor. vii. 9, 10, 
and hence comes watchfulness and prayer. It 
is followed by renovation of character ; it does 
not consist merely in woi*ds, tears, and feelings, 
but in heaven- born principles, heaven-like sym- 
pathies, and heaven-tending actions. 

Much more might be said, but when we read 
" that the sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, 
a broken and contrite heart, God, thou wilt 
not despise" — that *' the Lord is nigh unto them 
that are of a broken heart, andsaveth such as be 
of a contrite spirit" — that the ''high and lofty 
one who inhabiteth eternity, dwelleth in the 
broken and contrite heart" — • we feel that no- 
thing can be said beyond this. And what a full 
and encouraging confirmation of this testimony 
doth the divine conduct afford. When we see the 
Father running to meet the returning prodigal 
— hear his bowels yearning over Ephraim — be- 
hold himspeakinijtothe bursting heart of David — 
who but must acknowledge that God loves peni- 
tents, who but must sing ** who is a God like 
unto thee." Yes, the sacrifice of God is a bro- 
ken spirit, and when laid upon the altar of the 
Cross, it shall never be despised. In a sacrifice 
a priest was employed, death was inflicted, fire 
was used ; then acceptance was testified, and re- 
mission of sins followed : all these meet in real 
repentance. Again, when a beast was brought 
to the tabernacle, it ceased to be the property of 
him that brought it, and belonged only to God : 
so a broken heart may be called ** a sacrifice," 
because the penitent and believing sinner gives 
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up himself, and his heart to God, to be managed, 
kept, cleansed, and united to the fountain of 
bliss and purity. Thus •* godly sorrow work- 
eth repentance unto salvation not to be repented 
of." Truly repentance is a word fiiU of gospel, 
and repentance is a blessing that loudly pro- 
claims the glory and tenderness of eternal mercy. 
There is no eye so beautiM as that of 

" Mercy looking on the mourner's tear." 

Before we leave the subject of repentance, let 
the eye again glance over ** the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ," over the history of incarnate mercy, 
and it will at once be seen how high an estimate 
God sets on repentance. Jesus commenced his 
ministry with " repent ye and believe the Gos- 
pel, Mark i. 15 ; he preached the necessity of 
repentance, Luke xiii. 3; he illustrated its nature, 
and shewed the blessings which followed in its 
train, Luke xv ; and having by death prepared 
the means for breaking and healing millions of 
hearts, standing on the threshold of glory, his 
last words, his parting command, refer to repen- 
tance : ** Preach (says he) repentance and re- 
mission of sins in my name, among all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem." Go, and wherever 
you meet with human kind, however steeped in 
sin, tell them they are rebels, but that God is ready 
to forgive, and bid them repentingly seek that 
forgiveness at my cross ; tell them sin is a dread- 
ful disease, but that God hath found a remedy ; 
tell them how a just God laid sin on the suffer- 
ing Saviour, and that a holy God will take away 
sin from a penitent sinner ; tell them that this 
remission is complete, and eternal ; and that sin 
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taken away, life and glory come to fill the heart 
Satan once occupied. Thus Jesus spake and 
then ascended to glory, and employed his mighty 
power to give eflfect to the testimony borne. 
Thus hath Jesus taught us that God looks down 
with complacency on man, when man looks up 
with penitence to God. 

*' O louder far than echoing thunders roll , 
The feeblest wailings of a new-bom soul 
On the great Father's ear : that cry can quell 
Satanic power, and daunt the hosts of hell. 
The contrite sinner's prayer atone hath.given 
Of melody, more full to all the harps of heaven." 

What then is true wisdom, but to cry to God 
from the depths, whenever the heart is over- 
whelmed, or weighed down with a sense of sin ; 
cry in the sweet, plaintive, prevailing strains of 
the psalmist. '* But deal thou with me, O Lord 
God, according to thy name, for sweet is thy 
mercy. O deliver me for I am helpless and 
poor, and my heart is wounded within me."* 
This is the heaven- taught logic ©f faith, to ap- 
peal from self to God ; from our name, to Jm 
name ; from desert to mercy. If God deal with 
us according to our name, it is woe, it is hell ; 
if according to his own name, it is pardon, it is 
peace, it is glory. We now come to shew that 
he doth deal with sinners according to his name, 
by considering 

III. The nature and glory of divine forgive- 
ness. Pardon^ forgiveness^ remission^ justifi- 
cation. What words are these, how full of me- 
lody, health, riches, and glory ! " If thou art 

* Psalm cix. 21, 22. Crammer's translation. 
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strict to mark iniquity, O Lord, who shall stand 
but (away despair — arise faith — awake joy — ex- 
ult hope,) but there is forgiveness with Oieey 
Here^ in my heart there is sin, there in my *in- 
femal foe there is malice ; every where around 
me there is delusion ; but roith thee, my judge, 
my father, my much offended God, "there is 
forgiveness." Until we understand somewhat 
of sin we shall not see the glory of forgiveness. 
Sin is a debt, an insult offered to God, an injury 
done to God ; forgiveness is crossing the debt, 
overlooking- the insult, not resenting the 
injury ; it is more, the bankrupt is enriched, 
and the guilty offender received into favor. For- 
giveness is a discovery of love in God, and a 
shedding abroad of love from God : it is God's 
mercy and omnipotence brought into contact 
with the sinner's guilt, casting it to an infinite 
distance, and bringing him near to God. The 
Thracians we are told had a striking emblem ex- 
pressive of the power of God. It was a Sun 
with three beams ; one shining upon a rock and 
melting it, another upon a sea of ice, and de- 
solving, it and a third upon a dead man, and 
putting life into him. This is descriptive of the 
operations of divine mercy in pardoning sinners. 
But who can tell the wonders there are in this 
yrordi forgiveness. Like as when Ezekiel saw the 
Shekinah cloud unfolded, there were wonders of 
majesty met his eye, and overwhelmed his soul 
with a sense of God's greatness, and his own no- 
thingness ; so is it when the spirit of God unfolds 
this word to the sinner's heart ; then he sings, — 

" Great Grod of wonders ! all thy ways, 
Are matchless. Godlike, and divine ; 
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But the rich glories of thy grace, 

More Godlike, and unrivall'd shine. 
Who is a pardoning God like thee, 
Or who hath grace so rich and free !*' 

In forgiveness the believer sees the sword of 
justice glistening, and beholds the arms of mercy 
outstretched ; he sees the judge in all his glory, 
and the father in all his tenderness. Two altars 
are there, on one is a spotless victim, and on the 
other a broken heart ; in both God delights, for 
they are both his offspring. Mercy gave Jesus, 
mercy gives a broken heart How comforting 
and instructive is the fact, that Jesus, the great 
messenger from God's throne, who is jealous for 
the honors of God's justice, instructs us to go 
to God, and ^d^j forgive U8 our debts. And this 
petition is found in close connection with another 
" hallowed be thy name," shewing that both can 
be fulfilled at the same time. Sins as before ob- 
served, are debts : sinning against God, brings 
us in debt to God ; because sin is a holding back 
from God what is his right. Sin robbed God of 
his^image, of a beauteous world, and of his mani- 
festative glory. This is not only true of the first 
transgression, but of all others, for every sin is of 
the same nature. We, as creatures, owed God's 
authority a debt of obedience, and his goodness 
a debt of gratitude : both of these we refused to 
pay ; and so it comes to pass that we owe his 
justice a debt of satisfaction. Now what are we 
directed to do with this debt : go, says Jesus, and 
ask God to forgive you ; carry my name with 
you, point to my cross, and say, ** our father^ 
forgive.'^ We are not told to ask God to help 
us to pay them ; this we may do as it regards the 
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debt of gratitude we owe his goodness ; but the 
other must be ^r^^/y forgiven. O what a mercy 
that those who owe ten thousand talents may 
come and use this prayer, and at the same time 
believe that God can answer it and be glorified.* 
If I owe a person but a few pounds, he cannot 
forgive me without himself becoming poorer; 
but God increases his revenue of glory by pardon- 
ing sinners. " It manifests his glory, and pro- 
duces that which is to his glory." Our great 
teacher has, in his gracious directory for prayer, 
connected together our asking for daily bread 
and for forgiveness by the conjimction " and ,•" 
to shew us that we must seek it daily ; that daily 
forgiveness is as necessary to the health and 
strength of our souls, as daily bread is for the 
health and strength of our bodies, and that our 
temporal mercies are all sweetened and sanctified 
by forgiving love. 

" Without thy sweet mercy, I could not live here, 
Sip soon would reduce me to utter despair ; 
But through thy free goodness, my spirits revive. 
And he that first made me still keeps me alive.*' 

* " When, therefore, we are told that we must believe in or- 
der to be justified, it is, first, in order that we may glorify God 
in our pardon. God will not pardon man with the impression 
still on his mind, so dishonoring to him, that mercy is another 
name for indulgence in sin. Justice not only requires that 
God should be justified in shewing mercy, but that the par- 
doned sinner should see that he is so, else he, in his mind, 
would coutinue to outrage both law and justice. But the 
truth, which reveals God setting forth Christ Jesus, to be 
the propitiation for sins, being acknowledged and believed, 
God is not only justified and glorified abstractly, aiid in 
point of fact in the pardon of sin — is not only glorified in 
himself, but glorified and justified in the minds of those who 
experience the pardon." Burqh ON Faith. 
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But let us take a more particular view of the 
subject of forgiveness or pardon, by looking at it 
under four aspects : doctrinally^ or what it is ; 
experimentally J or how it is revealed to the 
heart ; practically, or the effects it produces ; 
and, historically, or the proofs of its triumphs. 

1. Doctrinally, or what it is. ''Forgiveness 
(says Dr. Owen, in that wonderful description 
of it in his treatise on Psalm cxxx.) may be 
rendered charis, or grace ; hilasmos, or propi- 
tiation ; and venia, or pardon ; and may denote 
these three things. 1. The gracious, tender, 
merciful heart and will of God, who is the God 
of pardons and forgiveness, or one ready to for- 
give, to give out mercy, to add to pardon. 2. A 
respect unto Jesus Christ, the only hUasmos, or 
propitiation for sin, as he is expressly called, 
Rom. iii. 25, 1 John ii. 2 ; and this is that which 
interposeth between the gracious heart of God, 
and the actual pardon of sinners. All forgiveness 
is founded on propitiation. 3. It denotes con- 
donation, or actual forgiveness itself, as we are 
made partakers of it, comprising it both actively, 
as it is an act of grace in God, and passively as 
terminated in our souls, with the deliverance 
that attends it. In this sense, as it looks down- 
wards, and in its effects respects us, it is of mere 
grace, and as it looks upwards in its causes, and 
respects the Lord Jesus Christ, it is from 
atonement, as this is that pardon which is 
administered in the covenant of grace.'* Let 
us listen to the testimony of another master in 
Israel. Chamock, in his discourse on "Pardon 
of Sin,*' founded on " Blessed is he whose trans- 
gression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed 
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IB the man unto whom the Lord impnteth not 
iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile/' 
PsaJm xxxii. 1, 2, gives this comment on these 
memorable words. '* Three words are used to 
discover the nature of sin, and three words to 
discover the nature of pardon. TransgressUmy 
prevarication 9 some understand it of sins of 
omission and commission. Sm^ some understand 
those inward inclinations, lusts, and motions, 
whereby the soul swerves from the law of God, 
and which are the immediate causes of external 
sins. Iniquiiiff notes original sin the root of all. 
The three same words are used, Exodus xxxiv^ 
7, when God proclaims his name. The three 
words which note pardon are forgvoen; the 
Hebrew word signifies eaaed^ to take away, to 
bear or carry away. Two words in scripture are 
chiefly used to denote remission, one signifying 
to expiate^ the other to hear or carry away ; one 
signifying the manner whereby it is done, viz., 
by atonement, the other the effect of this expia* 
tion, carrying away ; one notes the meritorious^ 
cause, the other the consequent. 

*' The second word is * covered; ' alluding to 
the covering of the £g3rptians in the Red Sea. 
Menochius uiinks it alludes to the manner of 
writing among the Hebrews, with a pencil upon 
wax, spread upon tables, which, when they would 
blot out, they made the wax plain, and drawing 
it over the writing, covered the former letters. 
And so it is equivalent with that expression of 
blotting out of sin, as the other allusion is to 
casting it into the depths of the sea. 

*'The third word is ^ impute^ not charging 
upon account. As sin is a defection £rom the 
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law, SO it is forgwen ; as it is offensive to God's 
holiness, so it is covered: as it is a debt involving 
man in a debt of punishment, so it is not vnputed. 
They all note the certainty, and extent, and per- 
fection of pardon. Here are, then, in these 
words the nature of pardon, the author of it, 
the extent of it, the effects of it, blessedness, 
and the manner of it implied, by faith in Christ* 
The apostle quotes this place, Rom. iv. 7, to 
prove justification by &ith. As sin is not imputed, 
8o something is imputed instead of it ; covering 
implies something wherewith a thing is covered, 
as well as the act whereby it is covered." 

There is an infinite completeness in God's act 
of pardoning sin ; he does it like a God. Let 
us seek then to take enlarged views of it, so 
shall we see to our comfort, that not only are all 
evils shut out, but all blessings are secured by 
this amazing act of grace. There is a complete^ 
ness in the other works of God, and this shall 
proclaim the same divine worker. Nature heralds 
forth his power and wisdom, and providence 
proclaims his justice and faithfulness, but while 
these are more fully revealed in the forgiveness 
of sins, every other attribute of God is also 
thereby displayed. Pardon is the fullest mani- 
festation of God*s nature ; it flows from his 
heart. It is the grandest feature of his govern^ 
ment. In providing a palace for angels, and 
preparing a prison &r devils, there is grandeur 
displayed ; but the hospital of mercy is a nobler 
structure than either. Remission of sins is the 
noblest work of God's hands. Thereby mercy 
turns rebels to friends, slaves to free men, dark 
stony hearts into bright mirrors, liars into wit- 
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nesses, fuel for hell into the salt of the earth, 
imitators of Satan into companions for angels ; 
and, above all, sinners into the spouse of Christ. 
It 18 the richest gift of his grace : peace, 
sanctification, love, hope, joy, all come in its 
train. The reason why God thus delighteth in 
mercy is found in the fact, that the pardon of 
sinners is an expression of his love to his Son, 
and of his satisfaction with his sacrifice, (God, 
for Christ's sake, hath forgiven you ; ) and, also, 
of the delight he takes in rewaiding Jesus, and 
giving him to see of the travail of his soul. 
But beyond even this, a further reason is found in 
God's determination so often avowed, that he 
designs to glorify himself, and display his per- 
fections thereby ; and this also proves the com- 
pleteness of his pardoning grace. He designs 
** that mercy shall be built up for ever," Psalm 
Ixxxix. 2 ; and that the palace of living stones 
shall be a triumphal monument to his praise ; 
" ye (who were once dead in sin,) are built up 
an habitation for God through the Spirit." Once 
more; the figures by which forgiveness is 
described shew its completeness. Lifting it up, 
and taking it away, Psalm xxxii. I ; covering it. 
Psalm Ixxxv. 2 ; not imputing it : somewhat of 
the ftilness of which figures we have already 
seen ; but there are others. ^* Thou hast cast 
all their sins into the depths of the sea." 
Micah vii. 18. There is no more comparison 
between our sins and the mercy of God, than 
between the boundless ocean and the pebbles 
which lay around its shore : as the ocean could 
swallow up these, and for ever hide them from 
view ; so completely can mercy swallow up sin. 
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As the waves of the Red Sea swallowed up the 
Egyptian host, as well the tallest captain as the 
meanest soldier ; so does mercy overwhelm all 
sin, even unbelief, the Pharoah of tiie host 
Again, God declares, *'I have blotted out, as a 
thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, 
thy sins : return unto me, for I have redeemed 
thee. Isaiah xliv. 22. Sins are like clouds, for 
number, for magnitude, for height, for their 
contents, for their effects : they contain stores 
of destructive elements, and they interrupt the 
light of God's countenance ; so it is with our 
sins, but God blots them out. ^' There is for- 
giveness with thee that thou mayest be feared." 
the Targum renders it ^'Hhat thou mayest he seen,'''* 
God alone can dispose the clouds ; the breath of 
man, the skill of the creature cannot reach them ; 
God brings the winds out of his treasuries, and 
conveys them where he pleases ; he can " cover 
the heavens with clouds," or bring forth " a 
morning without clouds ; " and he can cause a 
sinner to say, " my transgression is ever before 
me," or to sing, "bless the Lord my soul, 
for he forgiveth all thine iniquities." When 
pardon is revealed, the thunder-cloud of sin is 
dispersed, the sun of righteousness shines, the 
shower of mercy falls, and the bow of pro- 
mise glistens in the heavens, reflecting in its 
every hue the marvellous loving-kindness of 
God. 

But there is another figure which carries us 
above the clouds ; the admiring psalmist takes 
all his fellow pardoned sinners by the hand, and 
leading them forth under the deep blue vault of 
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heaven, sings, " For as the heaven is high above 
the earth, so greatis his mercy towards them that 
fear him ; as far as the east is from the west, so 
far hath he removed our transgressions from us ; " 
and then, dropping down from these sublime 
heights, he tells us, that this mercy is as tender 
as It is wi8t^ '' for hke as a father pitieth his 
children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him.*^ 

Gaze on the sky— thou fails't to reach its height^ 
With loftier mercy thou art ever blest ; 
Can thy thought measure in its eager flight, 
How far the ruddy east is from the west ? 
Ah, no ! nor canst thou tell the distance vast, 
To which Jehovah thy transgressions cast. 

There are many other expressions used to set 
forth the completeness of pardoning mercy. 
God says of his people's sins, *Hhat he wDl 
remember them no more." Hezekiah sings, 
*' thou hast cast all my sins behind thy back." 
David prays, " wash me, and I shall be whiter 
than snow," which God declares he is willing 
to do, even though the sins are of a crimson dye,* 

* " When you come and take Christ for your Saviour, you 
bring your past existence to a close, so far as moral re- 
sponsibility is concerned, and you b^in a new life. The 
moment you become his, you have nothii^ to do for ever 
after with your former life.*' Abbott. 

Then with new obligations and motives come fresh 
responsibilities. Condemnation is for ever excluded; the be- 
liever has nothing to do toith it. It should have no place in the 
thoughts of him who thinks Mievirufly on Christ. The believer, 
notwithstanding, hears his master's voice say ii^, "occupy 
till I come/' and believes with the apostle Paid that he 
*' shall give an account of himself to God," and is therefore 
concerned, while he rejoices that all his trespasses are for- 
given, and cries, *' Abba, Father," to be found "working 
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and for all this he finds the reason in his own 
bosom, even in the mercy which dwells there, 
and the Son of his love who abides there. 
'^ Ij even I, am he that blotteth out thy trans- 

fressions for mt own sake, and will not remem- 
er thy sins." Yea, I will abundantly pardon, 
(margin, multiply pardons.) *' God (says Char- 
nock) pardons sin for his name's sake ; and who 
can tell all the letters of his name. Though thy 
sins are like mountains, and reach to the heavens, 
yet his mercy is above the heavens, and he will 
heap mercy upon mercy, till he overtops thy 
sins. He will in his merciM arithmetic even 
excel thee in thy sinful arithmetic." Then let 
Israel hope in the Lord, for with the Lord there 
is mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption. 
Let not the guiltiest despond. '^ Despair (says 
one) is an irrational sin ; God shews mercy to 
thousands, why mayest not thou be one of a 
thousand." Be not afraid of presuming, it is 
no presumption to credit God's testimony ; trust 
Christ's blood, glorify God's mercy, however 
great thy sins. We might still further prove 
the completeness of God's act of forgiveness, 
from the complete discomfiture of all accusing 
enemies, Eom. viii. 33, 34 ; from the characters 

out his salvation with fear and trembling." If the Author 
is spared, he hopes at some future time to enter fully into 
the subject of the responsibility of the saints ; the nature of 
the account they have to give ; and the doctrine of degrees 
of future reward ; and to shew that as these things are found 
in the same book by which we know any thing of mercy, 
so they are by no means irreconcilable with the strongest 
statements which can be made concerning divine foigiveness. 
He who has tasted mercy, should be anxious to have the 
approbation of righteousness. 
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it hath pardoned, and from the fulness of the 
peace, and the firmness of the reconciliation 
which ensue ; but the subject is exhaustless, 
and must be '^ ever telling, never told." We may 
well therefore with admiration and gratitude 
exclaim, how complete must the fountain of 
pardon be— how complete the means bj which 
it flows -^ how complete the blessings of graee 
and glory which the pardoned sinner shall enjoy, 
(for all shall be on the same magnificent scale,) 
and how complete the obligation under which 
the pardoned sinner is laid; he is environed 
around with motives and arguments to abound in 
the work of praise, and in the fruits of holiness. 

2. Consider the subject of forgiveness ex- 
pefimetUally, or how it is revealed in the heart. 
The word of God continually brings b^ore us 
instances of those who were pardoned, and who 
knew it ; who spent their lives in reading their 
pardon, and glorifying Grod for it. There ve 
such cases still, but it is to be lamented that so 
many of God*s children are in doubt on this 
point, and scarcely know whether to regard the 
divine Being as a rorgiving father, or an avenging 
judge. 

Ourobjectis to shew n^^are pardoned, and to en- 
courage and direct all mourning souls . In the ma- 
nifestaiionof God's forgiving love to the soul, the 
hand of the divine Spirit is to be traced. He, the 
Comforter, the Spirit of truth, the testifier for and 
the glorifier of Jesus, convinces of sin, and of 
righteousness. He gives right views of the divine 
character, and unfolds the saving name of Jesus. 
The faith by which forgiveness is realized is his 
production, and all the progress the believer 
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makes into the grace wherein he stands, is under 
his guidance. That full persuasion of the re- 
ality of divine things, that simple repose on the 
pnnnises, that peace through atoning blood, and 
that soul-supporting hope in God, in his mercy, 
care, and love, which the believer feels, are idl 
his own productions. But how are these par- 
doned ones distinguished ? They are known, by 
the aspect and feelings of their mmds towards 
that from which they are delivered. They have 
views of, and feelings towards sin, no other beings 
in the universe besides have. They hate it, 
wrestle with it, pray against it, groan under it, 
and seek to mortify it. Pardon does not deliver 
from the being and nature of sin, it does not 
destroy a sense of the demerit thereof; but it 
discovers its features, and shews its desert. The 
soul is dead to it, esteems it a tyrant, and longs 
for its destruction. They who are pardoned have 
alfiojfeczUiar feelings towards him, by whom sin is 
removed. When they gaze on Calvary, and see the 
holy one '' bearing their sins in his own body on 
the tree," then the love of Christ constrains 
them, and they dare not, they cannot live to 
themselves, but to him who died for them. 
Again, pardoned sinners are distinguished by 
their estimate of the divine character. Those 
who taste that God's mercy is sweet, behold a 
beauty in his holiness, and long and aim to be 
loyal subjects to their pardoning God. His whole 
character appears glorious in their view, his 
presence desirable, his authority and commands 
most wise and gracious. Those who truly hate 
sin, sincerely love the Saviour, and spiritually 
know God, are pardoned, are reconciled : such 
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fruits as these only grow in the soil of reconci* 
liation, such riches as these are only possessed by 
the pardoned soul. 

But from evidences j let us pass on to glance at 
the process and means by which forgiveness is 
realized. And here we may observe, that as in 
the act itself, so in the manner of the act, 
sovereignty and kindness are displayed. In some 
instances the soul is plunged into deep distress 
and anguish, held down as by an almighty hand 
to the very brink of the pit of desperation, and 
then brought up at once into liberty and joy, by 
the powernil application of divine truth. In other 
instances there is a gentle drawing ''by the cords 
of lovingkindness." Here are no long seasons of 
anguish unutterable, no sudden displays of 
overpowering love ; and yet is the soul a true 
penitent, a simple believer, and consequently a 
pardoned child. In these matters the Lord doeth 
as he sees good ; he knows our frame, he knows 
his own intentions, he knows what lessons he 
hath to teach us, and to teach others by us, and 
for what service he hath to prepare us, and he acts 
accordinjBfly. But we may observe that the 
Holy Spirit, in leading the soul into an enjoyment 
of forgiveness, produces conmetum^ such con- 
viction as leads to heart confession, and practical 
conversion, that he then makes a revelation of 
God's character, of the blood of Christ, and 
enables the soul to study that character, and 
trust that blood. Then comes offpliecUion ; the 
soul's application to Christ, by &ith's pleading 
the woidof God, and Christ's application to the 
soul by the Spirit, as God's remedy. Thi* Ushers 
in the soul's jubilee, the oil of joy is given for 



TRB 8UFFICIBKCT OF OXVXNB UERCT. 119 

mourning, and the garment of praise for the spirit 
of heaviness, and the knowledge of salvation hy 
the remission of sins ; which salvation is seen to 
contain all that is needed to save from all evil, and 
lift up to all good. Then the soul sings, 

Can it be ! is all this gladness, 

For a worthless worm like me F 
How could I remain in sadness, 

With a Saviour, Lord, like thee ? 

Oh ! 'twas unbelief that bound me. 

But the foe is noW subdued ; 
Lamb of God, since I have found thee, 

All my foes are drown*d in blood. 

How great, how lasting ought the gratitude 
of the pardoned sinner to be. In the life of 
Dr. Doddridge there is an affecting account of 
some ineffectual efforts he made to save the life 
of a poor condemned felon . Among other th ings , 
the poor man said to Dr. D., ''Every drop of my 
blood thanks you, for you have had compassion 
on every drop of it. You are my redeemer in one 
s^ise, and you have a right to me, if I live, I irni 
your property, and will be your faithful subject." 
Upon this event Dr. Doddridge makes the follow- 
ing pious reflection : -— 

" O why do not our hearts overflow with grati- 
tude on an occasion infinitelv greater. We were all 
dead men, execution would soon have been done 
upon us ; but Christ has redeemed us to God by 
his blood. We are not merely reprieved, but 
pardoned ; not merely pardoned, but adopted ; 
made heirs of eternal glory, and near the borders 
of it. In consequence of all this we are not our 
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own, but bought with a price. May we glorify 
God with our spirits which are his ! " 

Many sincere souls are much distressed because 
they cannot tell the precise moment when they 
were pardoned; and hence they doubt whether 
they are in a pardoned state. We must be 
careful lest we seem to make our pardon hang 
dependent on something which we feel ; while 
on the other hand it is desirable not to mistake 
knowledge for possession, or to rest satisfied 
with mere convictions. Wherever the holy 
principle of regeneration is, there no doubt is 
justification, (not that it forms any part thereof,) 
such an one is passed from death unto life, and 
shall never come into condemnation. Whoever 
is regenerated is justified^ and vice versa ; but 
we may know more, evidence more of both ; 
both regeneration and justification are complete 
acts, and perfect in their nature ; but both may 
be realized more and more ; the one being drawn 
forth in holiness, and the other in joy and peace. 
If a sinner simply rests on Christ , and earnestly 
desires and aims to he like CAm^, this proves that 
he possesses justifying faith. He that fully rests 
on Christ's power to save, though he may for a 
time doubt his willingness to save him, shall not 
be left to perish. ** The acting of faith on Christ 
(says Mr. Brine) is no other, than suitable 
thoughts on Christ, and a hearty choice of him 
as God's appointed way of salvation." With this 
agree the words of Dr. Owen, "There maybe 
a saving persuasion, a discovery of forgiveness 
in God, where there is no assurance of particular 
interest therein, or that our own sins in particular 
are pardoned. This is that which hath a promise 
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of gracious acceptance with God, and is therefore 
saving, Isaiah. 1. 10." Still let the soul press 
after the full experience of God's forgiving love, 
and never be satisfied without being able through 
the blood of Christ, and the energy of the Spirit, 
to triumph over the guilt and power of sin, and 
to '* reckon themselves dead indeed unto sin, but 
alive unto God." 

There are two things which should especially 
engage the attention of distressed souls ; these are 
the character of God, and the efficacy of the blood 
of Christ. We have seen that forgiveness is to 
be considered inthree points of view, as grace in 
God, propitiation by Christ, and pardon in us. 
If then, we would realize the last, it must be by 
the belief of the two former. The psalmist was 
brought up from the depths by the consideration, 
** there is forgiveness with thee,^* he could not 
say there is pardon in me, or even for me ; but 
still he could say, there is forgiveness with ihee^ 
and here I will look. I will fix my anxious gaze 
on thy gracious character. It should be our 
great object to be fully persuaded of this. *' It 
is (says one) to no purpose for him to strive to 
fly, who cannot yet go, to labor to come to as- 
surance in himself, who never well believed for- 
giveness in God." Again, let the soul who is 
tried with those perplexities, think much on the 
channel through which mercy flows, ** through 
this man is preached unto us the forgiveness of 
sins," and God does not intend to mock us. In 
the preaching of the Gospel, the name of Christ 
is laid as the foundation of our immortal hopes ; 
dependence on thai name gives the sinner an in* 
teres t in all the glories that name contains. 

M 
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His voice is to the ends of the earth, " look unto 
me and he ye saved." On Jesus, on God, in 
him, and on the free invitations and promises of 
God's word, let the hopes of the mourning soul 
rest, and they shall not be ashamed nor con- 
founded. 

3. Consider forgiveness practicaUy^ or the 
effects it produces. Forgiveness is not only the 
fountain of happiness, but of holiness. The stream 
of pardon, as before observed, brings God's 
image into the soul, and constrains it to seekGod'a 
glory. There can be no holiness without love, 
and there can be no love without reconciliation : 
how can a condemned traitor love. But mercy 
breaks the chains of guilt, and changes the na- 
ture of the crhninal, and then he can and does 
love, and serve his benefector. It is in vain to 
boast of pardon, if we do not love purity ; for for- 
giveness and sanctification are twin sisters ; the 
one always dwells where the other dwells, and 
they mutually promote each others interests. If a 
believer does not anxiously desire the increase <tf 
holiness, he will soon lose the enjoyment of for- 
giveness. The mercies of God should daily 
constrain the saint to present himself a living sa- 
crifice ; the mercy he has received should be in 
the place of a thousand arguments why he should 
love intensely, and labor incessantly. " But I 
obtained mercy !" How was this thought ever 
thrilling through the Apostle's mind, and stirrmg 
him up to holy zeal and diligence. " Those 
who are mirrors of mercy, should be monuments 
of praise." A cheerful testimony should he 
homey we should tell how the Lord hath had 
oompagsion on us ; and everj means within oar 
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power should be used to spread the tidings of 
mercy among; our ungodly neighbours, and the pe- 
rishing heathen. A mereijtil disposition should 
he cultivated. If we have had ten thousand ta- 
lents forgiven, we should freely forgive all fifty 
pence debtors. "We are taught to pray that God 
would forgive our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
We should study divine patience, longsuffering, 
and mercy, shewn towards us, and ^' put on as 
the elect of God's bowels and mercies," and thus 
aim *' to be merciful even as our father who is 
in heaven is merciful." If a magnet were laid 
close to a number of small pieces of steel, it 
would not only attract them to itself, but mag- 
netize each particle, so that they would possess 
the same property ; let us be anxious to shew 
that our connection with mercy has produced 
this conformity to its nature. 

Imitate God in las hatred of sin. The word 
of God is God's testimony agamst sin ; the cross 
of Christ is the death warrant of sin ; the work 
of the Spirit is for the destruction of sin ; the 
afflictions God sends are designed to keep under 
fiin. All God's dealings, words, and works, 
every revelation of his character, every promise, 
every threatening, shews his hatred to sin. In 
heaven, the seat of his presence, there is no sin ; 
in hell, the prison of his wrath, where it abounds, 
his justice every moment bums against it ; from 
earth, the place his mercy visits, he will ulti- 
mately banish it, and fill it with his glory. God's 
great aim and determination is that sin shall have 
no being in the objects of hb mercy. Imitate 
God, then, endeavour to enter into his design. 
Search out sin, endeavour to behold its face, its 

M 2 
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true face, without a mask ; condemn it, both in 
yourself and others. But seek for a tender con- 
science, or else this work can never go on suc- 
cessfully. 

How great then is the diflTerence between the 
effects of sin and mercy. Sin brings under the 
curse of God, employs the soul in cursing him, 
and makes the sinner a curse wherever he goes ; 
mercy brings into the enjoyment of God's bless- 
ing, employs the soul in praising him, and makes 
it a blessing to all around. To mercy be all the 
praise. 

4. View forgiveness historicaUy^ or see what 
it hath done. Look at its history in our world 
as it regards the dispensations of God. Gaze 
upon the scene in Eden when the existence of 
this attribute was first made known. A throne 
of judgment is erected ; before it stand the 
tempter and the tempted; while thousands of 
angels are ready to execute the high behests of 
God. Round that throne are clouds and dark- 
ness, emblems of God's displeasure, the firuit of 
man's sins ; and hark ! the Judge speaks : death 
is awarded to Adam — sorrow to Eve — and a 
curse to the serpent.- But see ! the clouds dis- 
perse, a rainbow is around the throne, and 
hark ! mercy speaks destruction to the destroyer 
— death to sin — hope for man. Shout, ye 
seraphs, glory to God in the highest ; **' the seed 
of the woman shall bruise the head of the ser- 
pent,'' and there shall be '* peace on earth, good 
will towards men," Look down the stream of 
time from this auspicious moment and the tri* 
umphs of mercy may be plainly traced. On 
every patriarchal altar was inscribed forgiver 
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ness ; every prophet's lyre rang with the 
sound o{ pardon; and on Sinai itself, amid the 
blackness and the fire, was heard the proclama- 
tion, *' Jehovah! Jehovah! merciful and gra- 
cious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness 
and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving 
iniquity, transgression, and sin." Ages of sin 
and rebellion rolled on, the Sun of righteousness 
arose, and the day of salvation, and the accept- 
able year of the Lord dawned on the world, and 
the sound of forgiveness went out into all lands ; 
and for eighteen hundred years the voice of mercy 
has been heard pleading with man, and the hands 
of mercy have been employed in saving sinners. 
Look at one nation in particular, the chosen 
house of Israel. Love chose them, mercy led 
them, and longsuffering bore with them. Hear 
one of them recount the acts of mercy ; " Yet 
thou in thy manifold mercies forsookest them not 
in the wilderness : the pillar of the cloud departed 
not from them by day, to lead them in the way ; 
neither the pillar of fire by night, to shew them 
light, and the way wherein they should go. Thou 
gavest also thy good spirit to instruct them, and 
withheldest not thy manna from their mouth, 
and gavest them water for their thirst." Nehem. 
ix. 19, 20. Hear another sing the acts of for- 
giving love ; '^ But he, being fall of compassion, 
forgave their iniquity, and destroyed them not : 
yea, manjr a time turned he his anser away, and 
did not stir up all his wrath." rsalm Ixxviii. 
38. In the Jewish nation and their history, 
we see the character of God, and the character 
of man unfolded : and still mercy regards them, 
and treasures of forgiveness are laid up for 

M 3 
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tbem. ^* For the Lord will have mercy on 
Jacob, and will yet choose Israel, Is. xiv. 1 ; 
*' he will have mercy on his land, and on his 
people, Deut xxxii. 43, and their glad hearts 
shall sins;, *' Who is a God like unto thee, that 
pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the trans- 
gression of the remnant of his heritage ? he re« 
taineth not his anger for ever, because he delight- 
eth in mercy. He will turn again, he will have 
compassion upon us ; he will subdue our ini*- 
Guities ; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the 
aepths of the sea. Thou wilt perform the truth 
to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham, which thou 
hast sworn imto our fathers from the days of 
old.'' Micahvii. 18—20. 

But look at indimdualSy and here we can only 
point to a few among the vast cloud of witness* 
es who came forward to testify to the freeness 
and fulness of foi^iving love. David's triunb« 
phant song tells how mercy washed away his 
black transgressions. Manasseh, once, like the 
upas tree, scattering death around him, appears 
through mercy's wondrous influence, like the 
vine bending with fruit, which cheers the heart 
of God and of man. The dying thief tells us what 
mercy's representative said to him on the cross ; 
and Maiy stands forth with her welcome testimo- 
ny to his resurrection love. The zealous Peter, 
the glowing Paul, all have a testimony to bear, 
and all unite to say to the guiltiest of the guilty, 
HOPE IN God. 

Truly the Lord delighteth in mercy, there can- 
not be the shadow of a doubt of it. We cannot 
delight in mercy so much as God doth. This is 
strange ; a rebel pardoned^ may be supposed to 
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rejoice more than the kmg who grants it ; hut 
God delights in mercy, because of the glory that 
comes to nis name thereby. Looking back then, 
on what mercy hath wrought, we may well with 
trembling joy sing, *^ Lord, what is man that 
thou art mindM of him." How must Adam have 
wondered, when he stood in Paradise in all the 
consciousness of life, and when he reflected that 
a few moments before, his curiously wrought 
body, with all its exquisite organs and senses, 
was as the dust under his feet, and his deathless 
spirit was not : but much more ought we to won- 
der, who are brought out of worse than dust and 
nothingness, into a glorious life of peace, com- 
munion and hope of glory ; and that through the 
imbounded mercy of God, the infinite merit of 
Jesus, and the omnipotent might of the eternal 
Spirit. Praise, everlasting praise, to triime love 
and mercy. 

The shades of nature's night are past, 
The mighty chains of guilt are riven ; 
The sinner, judg'd, condemn* d, and cast. 
Hath heard the cheering sound, forgiven ; 
And 'twas thy hand, just, holy ood 
Wrote the bright word in lines of blood. 

No more my fears this truth deny, 
Satan forbear, thy rage is vain ; 
I to " the faithful saying "* fly. 
And pardon find in Jesus' name. 
He stoops to earth, to heaven I rise. 
And join the triumphs of the skies. 

• 1 Timothy, i. 15. 



128 



CHAPTER VI. 



TBB FB&FBTUITT OV DITIMS MBBCT, AB 8BEN IN THB 
BICH FROYI8IOM MADE FOR THB 8AKCTIFICATI0M, 
CONSOtATION, FEB8BYBRAK0B, AMD BTEBKAL SALYA- 
TIOK OF BBLIBTBB8. 

" O wbo shall in thy presence stand. 
Or match omnipotence ? 
Unfold the grasp of thy right hand. 
And pluck the sinner thence. 

"Thou canst o'ercome this heart of mine; 
Thou wilt victorions prove ; 
For everlasting strength is thme. 
And everlasting love." Tofladt. 

"His compassions fail not;" so sung the 
afflicted prophet, as he sat among the desolations 
of Jerusalem ; and the glorious fact brought a 
full tideof consolation into his distressed bosom. 
Despair, ingratitude, forgetfulness, were all put 
to flight ; and hope, thankfiilness, and humility, 
. took possession of his heart. He felt himself a 
living being who had deserved to die; he felt 
himself possessed of an immortal life, who had 
merited eternal death ; he saw sorrows around 
him, vast and mig^y as the heaving ocean ; but 
he viewed mercy presiding over the tempest, and 
saying to each angry billow, " hitherto shalt thou 
go, but no farther." He saw the mercies of 
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God lay around as plentiful and free as the 
morning dew, beautiful and cheering as the 
morning light, and he sung with holy triumph^ 
*^ It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not 
consumed, because his compassions fail not. 
They are new every morning; ^reat is thy 
faithfulness. The Lord is my portion, saith my 
soul; therefore will I hope in him." Lam. iii. 
22—24. 

CompassionaJ his compassions / How full of 
sweetness is this word ; it includes patience, pity, 
mercy, love ; it has respect to man as helpless, 
afflicted, and sinful. Divine compassion har- 
monizes with all the other attributes of God, and 
engages them all in the cause of its objects ; it 
comes to us through human sympathies, and is 
discovered in mighty, condescending, and graci- 
ous acts — in suitable, comforting, and consoling 
words. This compassion never fails the soul it 
takes in hand ; it never stops short of the goal 
it first proposed to reach; it acts like itself. 
Thus Jesus, when on earth, had compassion on 
the multitude, and he fed them to the full ; when 
he saw the widow weeping over the bier of her 
son, he had compassion on her, and gave her 
back her child blooming with life and health ; 
he had compassion on the blind men, and he 
gave them sight ; and he tells us that when the 
father of the prodigal saw him a great way off, 
he had compassion on him ; the wanderer did 
not, as he desired, merely gain the servant's 
place, but the kiss, the robe, the ring, the feast, 
and above all, the father's smile 

Divine compassion is the constant cmpanion 
of all mercy's children ; in the darkest night, 
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the deepest sorrows, and the most trying duties, 
the eye of faith can discern the heamings of her 
countenance. What Israel of old realized, 
God*s people still prove, '* In all their affliction 
he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence 
saved them; in his love and in his pity he 
redeemed them ; and he hare them, and carried 
them all the days of old," Isaiah Ixiii. 9 ; and 
therefore sing with holy wonder, '^ I will mention 
the loving-kindnesses of the Lord, and the 
praises of the Lord, according to all that the 
Lord hath bestowed on ns, and the ^reat good- 
ness towards the house of Israel, which he hath 
bestowed on them according to his mercies, and 
according to the multitude of his loving-kind- 
nesses." Verse 7. 

If then 6od*s character be such as we have 
represented-* if mercy be his nature — if all his 
perfections are glorified by mercy— if Christ 
has at an infinite expense opened such a channel 
for mercy to flow— and if the believer has re- 
ceived that mercy — has been disinherited of his 
transgressions, and put into possession of God's 
favor and image, we may well ask '* what shall 
be the end of these wonders?" and '^what shall 
we render to the Lord for all his benefits towards 
us?" What glory sftaU be ours hereafter? What 
gratitude should be ours now? We who have 
found grace in God's sight, may with confidence 
look "for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
unto eternal life ;" and thus, by looking at mercy 
in and by Jesus, *' keep ourselves in the love of 
God," Jude 21 ; every saint may with cheerful 
hope say "Surely goodness and mercy shall follow 
me all the days of my life : and I will dwell in 
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the house of the Lord for ever,*' Ps. xxiii. 6 ; and 
with holy triumph sing, ''Though I walk in the 
midst of trouble, thou wilt revive me : thou shalt 
stretch forth thine hand against the wrath of mine 
enemies, and thy right hand shall save me. The 
Lord will perfect that which concemeth me ; thy 
mercy, O Lord, endureth for ever: forsake not 
the works of thine own hands." Ps. cxxxviii. 7, 8. 
We have endeavoured in the course of these 
remarks on divine mercy, to keep three things 
prominently in view. That mercy hath its rise 
in the eternal love of God ; that its object is to 
secure his glory; and also to advance the interests 
of holiness. We have seen that God can only 
make us happy by making us holy, and that it is 
his determination to do both, and that by so 
doing, and doing it in such a way, he expresses his 

freat love, and glorifies his holy name. All who 
ave felt his mercy, sympathize with him in 
these his wise and holy designs, and while they 
rejoice that ''he hath delivered their souls from 
death, their eyes from tears, and their feet from 
f^ing, " they determine in his strength "to walk 
before God in the light of the living." They 
prize his mercv not only because it brings them 
from the horrible pit to the rock of ages ; but be- 
cause it orders their goings, and they desire to walk 
according to the rule of his holy gospel, that 
peace and mercy may be continually on them. 
Gal. vi. 16. 

We are also taught that all the objects of 
mercy are interestea in all the grace and love of 
God. As mercy received its objects from the hand 
of love, so it gives them back to love again ; 
and when they need mercy no longer to restore, 
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to comfort, and to pardon, love shall continue to 
lavish out its stores upon them, and there will 
be throughout eternity a perpetual remembrance 
of mercy's triumphs, which will sweeten every 
blessing love bestows. Not but that mercy 
being natural to God, is eternal as his love ; but 
as *'the Son hereafter will become subject to the 
Father, that God may be aU in all,'' yet will the 
Son remain eternally the mirror and medium of 
Deity ; so when '^ the days of our mourning shall 
be ended," and there are no more any tears for 
mercy to wipe away, love wUl be all in all ; will 
be the glory which will pervade and fill the 
temple which mercy has erected. But we will 
close these observations by a few remarks on what 
mercy does for its objects, on their way to that 
endless bliss. From the gate of pardon to the 
portal of glory, we may trace her wondrous doings, 
and still find occasion to sing '* his mercy en- 
dureth for ever." 

I. We have already referred to some of the 
names and titles taken by the God of mercy. 
In filling up these he manifests the tenderness, 
plenitude, and eternity of his mercy. These 
names are the dwelling place of the saints, their 
strong tower, refuge, niding place, home, and 
sanctuary. We might also refer to the various 
ofiices and relations which Jesus, ^' the mercy 
promised," the '^ consolation of Israel " sustains 
and fills up ; and likewise to the rich provision 
made in the undertakings and offices of the 
sacred Spirit. O what treasures of mercy are 
there in that word Comforter I As Comforter the 
Spirit supplies the place of Christ. To do this 
he must possess and manifest all the meekness, 



ll 
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gentleness, willingness, and mercy Christ dis- 
played when on earth, and all the sympathy he 
possesses now he is in heaven ; and he does hoth. 
He is the remembrancer of what Christ was^ 
and the witness of what he is. As the term 
"Lord Jesus Christ" contains the fulness of 
Christ's offices, signifying THE royal anointed 
SAVIOUR ; so the term Comforter contains the 
fulness of the Spirit's offices. As Comforter, he 
informs, convinces, renovates, justifies, sanctifies, 
and comforts. It is in fact a constellation of 
glories, and he, the Comforter, shall ever abide 
with those who hope in God's mercy, to reveal 
its glories, and communicate its blessings. 

II. The promises of God bear testimony to 
the wisdom, liberality, and adaptation of mercy. 
They are so many channels for the love and 
mercy of God to flow in. Looking at them we 
may confidently expect with the Psalmist, " the 
God of my mercy shall prevent me," Ps. lix. 10; 
shall be before-hand with me; shall treasure 
Tip magazines of grace and strength for me, all 
along my road, so that as I go from trial to trial, 
and duty to duty, I shall find he hath made pro- 
vision for me. These promises are divinely 
suited to encourage and comfort, and also to 
furnish arguments in prayer. Here is a full 
provision made for God to speak to us, and for us 
to speak to him. What can we want that is not 
treasured up in these promises, what can we 
feel or desire that is not anticipated here.* 

*" As there is no disease but God hath a remedy for it, so 
there is no misery but God hath a remedy for it. He hath 
found out a remedy for sin, the hardest thing to cure of all 
things else, and therefore he hath provided a remedy for all 

N 
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Here is our treasury and armoury; our unfading 
inheritance; for while "all flesh is grass, the 
word of God endureth for ever." Let us, then, 
make use, constant use of the promises, and lean 
our whole weight upon them. This will ease the 
heart of care and fear, both of which are great 
enemies to communion with God. If we 
believe that he careth jTor us, (not only about us, 
but instead of us,) we shall then cast our care 
upon him, and being careful for nothing, we shall 
by prajer and supplication with thanksgiving, let 
our requests be made known unto God, and then 
the peace of God which passeth all understanding, 
shall keep our hearts and minds through Jesus 
Christ. 

We should also remember that the promises 
are not only designed to take away fear and care, 
but also guilt and vanity. To sanctify the soul, 
and make it a partaker of the divine nature, is 
the desifi^n of mercy in giving them. Every be- 
liever should say with the Apostle, ''Having 
therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us 

other misery. And as there are a variety of miseries which 
the creature is subject unto, so he hath in himself a treasury 
of all sorts of mercies, divided into several promises in the 
scripture, which are but as so many boxes of this treasure, 
the caskets of a variety of mercies. If thy heart be hard, 
his mercies are tender ; if thy heart be dead, he hath mercy 
to quicken it, as in Psalm cxix., again and again ; if thou 
be sick, he hath mercy to heal thee ; if thou be dnful, he 
hath mercy to sanctify and cleanse thee. All the mercies 
that are in his own heart, he hath transplanted them into 
several beds, (as I may so express it,) in the garden of the 
promises, where they grow, and he hath abundance of vari- 
ety of them, suited to all the variety of the diseases of the 
soul." Goodwin, 
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cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the fleshand 
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of the Lord." 
2 Cor. vii. 1. He makes agrauid mistake in re- 
ligion who covets knowledge or comfort for their 
own sakes ; they are hoth means to an end ; and 
that end is conformity to God. Analyze the sighs 
and groans of 6od*s people, as revealed in his 
word, and what do they amount to, '^ L0ord make 
me holy J* Let the heirs of promise study much 
the 119th Psalm, to learn the use which should 
be made of the word of God, and what should 
be the object of their intense desire. '' It is (says 
Owen) no small evil in believers not to be press- 
ing after perfection in believing and obedience* 
Oft times some sinful indulgence to self, or the 
world, or sloth, is the cause of it. Hence few 
come up to gospel assurance. But yet most of 
our privileges, and nearly all our comforts de- 
pend on this one thing." The devout Henry 
Martyn observes, " To live without sin I can- 
not expect in this world ; but to desire to live 
nvithout it, may be the experience of every mo- 
ment." To aim thus, to feel thus, is to walk in 
the light, as God is in the light ; and thus walk- 
ing we shall prove, '* that the blood of Jesus 
Christ cleansetn from all sin." *' For this (says 
Owen) is the great mystery of the Gospel in the 
blood of Christ, that those who sin every day, 
should have peace with God all day." This 
can only be where there is a purified and tender 
conscience ; where the blood of Christ has been 
heard speaking^, and the love of Christ felt con- 
straining ; ana in such the prayer of Christ has 
been fulfilled, ** sanctify them by thy truth." 

N 2 
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Such hide God's word in their heart, that they 
might not sin against him, and they can say, " I 
sh^l never forget thy commandments, for by 
them thou hast quickened me." 

III. Mercy presides aoer and directs all thedis « 
pensations of providence. The various vicissi- 
tudes of the Christian's life, are of her appoint- 
ment. '^ All the paths of the Lord are mercy and 
truth, unto such as keep his covenant and his 
testimonies." Are they like Solomon lifted up to 
worldly glory? God says ** my mercy will I not 
takeaway from him," 2* Sam. vii. 15, or like Jo- 
seph cast into the dungeon ? As '^ the Lord was 
with him, and shewed him mercy," Gen. xxxix. 
21, so will he do to them. Are they like Job, 
desolate and bereaved ? It is still to prove that 
*' the Lord is very pitiful and of tender mercy," 
James v. 11 ; or if like Jacob, they are unex- 
pectedly surrounded with blessings, they ascribe 
all to mercy, and acknowledge, " I am not worthy 
of the least of the mercies or of the truth which 
thou hast shewed thy servant." Gen. xxii. 10. 
Are they preserved when others stumble and fall ? 
They sing, "thy mercy, Lord, held me up." Ps. 
xciv. 18. Are their plans succeeded ? They extol 
mercy and truth, by which their way was made 
prosperous. Gen. xxiv. 27. These and many 
other instances of the superintending care of 
mercy, encourage the soul in every strait to pray, 
" look thou upon me, and be merciful unto me, 
as thou usest to do unto those that love thy 
name," Psalm cxix. Thus, through patience and 
comfort of the scriptures, the afflicted soul has 
hope, and finds it good to quietly wait for tie 
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deliverance which compassion will surely send. 
And when providences are very dark and mys- 
terious, and seem for a time calculated to crush 
hope, and contradict the promise, the soul dares 
not murmer, hut looks upward and says, '* Verily 
thou art a God that hidest thyself, O Lord God 
of Israel, the Saviour." Isaiah xlv. 15. There 
will be a sweet persuasion in the mind that how- 
ever mysterious the ways of God may be, his 
character remains the same ; and that the results 
of his dealings will be worthy of himself. The 
tried saint glories in God ''as a Saviour, and the 
Lord God of Israel," (God in Christ, God in 
covenant, God in promise,) even though his face 
be hidden, and clouds and darkness are round 
about him, and while he thus views him, he feels 
assured that mercy's designs are still being un- 
folded, and says, '' though he slay me yet will I 
trust him." 

Thus it is that under the auspices of mercy 
** all thin^ work together for good." '* This text 
(says one) is Jacob's staff in the hand of faith, 
with which we may walk cheerfully to the mount 
of God," and it remind us 

IV. Of thepromsian which mercy has made 
for all the various exercises^ engagements^ and 
circumstances of God's people. Are they af 
JHcted ? These afflictions are necessary ; mercy 
hath provided comfort under them, and they are 
overzxded for good. Afflictions are either chas- 
tisements for iniquity committed ; and if so, fa- 
therly compassion makes the rod, inflicts the 
blow, and watches its effects, Psalm Ixxxix. 31, 
32 ; or else they are means of preserving from 
sin, and fitting for service here, and meetenmg 

» 3 
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for gloiy hereafter; and in all there is mercy.* 
** God's rod (says Watson) is a pencil to draw 
Christ's image on us in more lively figures ; and 
if his rod have honey at the end, what must his 
golden sceptre have." Sanctified afilictions 
wean the heart from earthly things ; draw out 
graces into exercise, Coloss. i. 12, 13; endear 
the promises ; make us capahle of sympathising 
with others ; while they bring into communion 
with God by furnishing the soul with an errand 
to the throne, and then with fresh cause to sing 
" Blessed be God who hath not turned away my 
prayer, nor his mercy fi-om me." 

Are the saints tempted? Mercy does not leave 
them to the power and malice of the tempter." 
No fiery dart (says one) can be so present with 
us, as God is present both with us and the hellish 
archer." '^ Surely (says the soul that nestles 

* " O Lord my strength, I have since xny youth met with 
thee in all my ways, hy thy fatherly compassions, hy thy 
comfortable chastisements, and by thy most yisible provi- 
dences. As thy favors have increased upon me, so have 
thy corrections, so as thou hast been always near me, O 
Lord, and ever as my worldly blessings were exalted, so 
secret darts from thee have pierced me, and when I have 
ascended before men, I have descended in humiliation befora 
thee. And now, when I thought most of peace and honor, 
thy hand is most heavy upon me, and hath humbled me 
according to thy former lovingkindness, keeping me still in 
thy fatherly school, not as a bastard but as a child. Just 
are thy judgments upon me for my sins, which are more in 
number than the sands of the sea, but have no proportion 
to thy mercies. For what are the sands of the sea, the 
earth, or the heavens ; all these are nothing to thy mercies. 
Be merciful unto me, O Lord, for my Saviour's sake, and 
receive me into thy bosomi or guide me in thy ways." 

Lo&D Bacon's Prater. 
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under the wing of lovingkindness) he will de- 
liver thee from the snare of the fowler.*' **Yea, 
(replies the lip of truth to this appeal,) the God of 
peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly." 
If tempted by Satan to think that his hopes are 
all vain, the believer again reads over the pro- 
clamations of pardon, and sings *' who shall 
condemn *?" " It sometimes fares (says Gumall) 
with the gracious soul as with a clptain that 
yields his castle upon the terms of his life being 
spared, and being conveyed safely to his own 
house ; for all which he hath the general's hand 
and seal« On which he marches forth ; but the 
rude soldiers assault him, and put him in fear of 
his life ; he appeals to the general whose honor 
is engaged for him, and he is presently relieved ; 
while his enemies are punished. Thou mayest, 

Eoor soul, when accused by Satan, and molested 
y his terrors, say, it is God that justifies, I have 
his hand to it, that I shall have my life given 
to me as soon as I have laid down my arms and 
submitted to him ; which I desire to do ; behold 
the gates of my heart are open, to let the Prince 
of peace in. And is not the Almighty able to 
peiform his promise. I commit myself unto 
him as unto a faithful Creator." Satan not only 
worries but seduces, and when the christian is 
tempted to follow lying vanities, he should al- 
ways remember that if he does, he will forsake 
his own mercies, Jonah ii. 8. He has much to 
lose by giving way to the tempter ; it is easy to 
sin, and then come and put on the cloak of pro- 
fession ; but it is very difficult sometimes to re- 
gain what has been lost by entering into temp- 
tation, and again to come to God with the cry 
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of adoption. Blessed be God for the rich pro<- 
vision made to meet this exigency, " I have 
prayed for thee, that thy fiiith ML not." Let us 
rmi into this our hiding-place. In looking into 
Grod's works, we find that God hath given to all 
animala an instinct of self-preservation. Some 
use means of resistance, some seek safety in 
flight, and others nm to a place of refuge ; so 
the christian has a spiritual instinct to run into^ 
his hiding-place* The mole would never think 
of fighting with the lion : neither does the chris- 
tian with the lion of hell, except in his strong 
tower, therefore, says the Apostle, ^' be strong in 
the Lord and in the power of his might." Mercy 
overrules these temptations for good. '' They 
are (says one) a medicine for security." They 
increase our knowledge of our foes and friends^ 
make us better acquainted with the word of God, 
shew the necessity of constant prayer, and 
conform to him who ** having suffered being 
tempted, is now able to succour them that are 
tempted." 

.^re ike saints found labariiw for God? 
Mercy encourages, supports, and reward^ the 
&ithfiil laborer, and assures him his labor shall 
not be in vain. With their eye on mercy, siunts 
sometimes sing at their work, ''thanks be to 
God who always causeth us to triumph in 
Christ ;" and if called to sow in tears, they still 
go forth bearing precious seed, cheered by the 
thought that they shall reap in joy. Receivii^ 
mercy, they do not faint, 2 Cor. iv. 1 ; obtaining 
help, they continue in mercy's service, Acts xxvi. 
22, and give all the glory of their feithfiilness to 
mercy, 1 Con vii. 25 ; they only expect the re- 



THE PERPETUITY OF DIVINE MERCY. 141 

ward, the righteous judge will give them in that 
day, on the ground of mercy, 2 Tim. i. 18. Mer- 
cy hath not swallowed up responsibility, but fur- 
nishes the soul with fresh motives to serve God, 
by laying it under new obligations. It is im- 
possible to realize the forgiving love and sus- 
taining care of the Father of mercies, and be 
indifferent to his glory, be worldly, hard-hearted, 
and covetous. Those who are so, (and it is to 
be feared there are many such,) only deceive 
themselves. Their pardon is only in their own 
imagination, if God's image is not possessed, his 
presence desired, nor his mercy imitated. 

V. Divine mercy has made provision for the 
restoration of backsliders. How stupendous 
does the mercy of God appear, *' in restoring the 
soul, and leading it in the paths of righteousness 
for his name's sake." How astonishing it is to 
hear that the bowels of mercy are troubled for 
the returning wanderer, to witness the notice 
mercy takes of his repentant tears, and the reso- 
lution mercy makes concerning him who sheds 
them. 

** I have surely heard Ephraim bemoaning him- 
self thus ; Thou hast chastised me, and I was 
chastised, as a bullock unaccustomed to the 
yoke ; turn thou me, and I shall be turned ; for 
thou art the Lord my God. Surely after that I 
was turned, I repented ; and after that I was 
instructed, I smote upon my thigh: I was 
ashamed, yea, even confounded, because I did 
bear the reproach of my youth. Is Ephraim my 
dear son? is he a pleasant child? for since I 
spake against him, I do earnestly remember 
him stilt: therefore my bowels are troubled 
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for him ; I will sorely have mercy upon him, 
nith the Loid«*' Jer. zxxi. l&-*20.* 

• Tke followiiig poetical paraphaM on Jer. zxxL 18 -^ 20, 
ii from Che pen of Presdent Daviet, and is not generally 
known .^ — 

Haik ! says the Lord ; what moviog sound 

Affects my Ust'ning ears f 
*Tis Epbraim, all in sorrows drown'd, 

Thus mourns himself in tears. 






Kindly severe, thy chast'ning stroke, 
Tl]^ stubborn child reclaim'd ; 
** So the wild bullock to the yoke, 
" Must be sabduM and tam*d. 



u 



Hade wise by thy instmctife rod, 
*' My wand'rings now I mourn ; 
"Fain would I come to thee, my God! 
"Turn me, and I shall turn." 

Thus cry'd the mourner ; mercy heard. 

And lent the needed aid ; 
Ephraim with joy and wonder fir*d. 

The glorious chauge snrvey'd. 

*' When grace (he cries) my spirit drew> 
" Too weak before to move ; 

" My Lord ! I tum'd, I ran, I flew, 
** Nor could resist thy love. 

" With trembling consternation struck, 
" Amaz'd, my thigh I smote ; 

" My stony heart dissolv'd and broke, 
" For follies long forgot. 

" The train of ranities which stain'd 
" My young unthinking days ; 

" My heart with keen reproaches pained, 
<' With blushes flush'd my face. 

" Guilty, confounded, sunk in shame, 
" Here, at thy feet I fall; 
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Backsliding is, in the word of God, compared 
to adrdtery. This is the charge God brings 
against his people ; '^ thou hast played the harlot 
with many lovers ; " and do we ever act thus ? 
Alas, it is too true. Monstrous ingratitude, dread- 
ful folly ! thus to dishonor Jesus, grieve the 
Spirit, destroy our comforts, and make sport for 
devils. From 2 Cor. xi. 1 — 3, we learn that 
Paul, as a friend of the heavenly bridegroom , 
was fearful of this, and sounded the notes of 
alarm : " I am jealous over you with a godly 
jealousy — I fear lest by any means, as the 
serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so 
your minds should be corrupted from the sim- 
plicity that is in Christ." Nor were his fears 
unfounded. Spiritual adultery manifested itself 
ill a threefold form, even during the days of the 
apostles. The first was by wandering from the 
truth into error, from the gospel to the law, 
from Sion to Sinai ; this the Galatian church 
did. All legality, reasoning, speculation, and 
unfaithfulness to truth, is dishonorable to Christ. 
The second form was inconsistency of conduct. 



'< If all thy wrath this moment flame, 
''Lord! 1 deserve it all." 

"Is that thy voice, my darling son? 

" Is this my suppliant child? 
** My bowels yearn to hear him mourn. 
(The Father said and smil'd.) 

'^ All thy complaints shall be redressed, 
" And all remov'd thy fears." 
He said, and sooth* d his child to rest. 
And wip'd the mourner's tears. 



144 THE PEBPETUITT OF DITINE HERCT. 

This we behold manifested in the chnrch at 
Corinth, and, alas ! they have many imitators in 
pride of gifts, party spirit, want of discipline, 
disorder in ordinances, conformity to the world, 
litigiousness of spirit, and other forbidden things. 
The third form is only detected by the eye of 
the watchfiil and loving husband : it may exist 
with orthodoxy, outward propriety of conduct, 
and flaming zeal, for external things ; ii is a 
decay of love ; and was found in the church at 
Ephesus, Rev. ii. 4, 5 ; ''I have a few things 
against thee, because thou hast left thy first 
love." Ah ! what husband, or wife, could bear 
this in the partner of their lives ? and wDl Jesus 
bear with it ? No ! He will reprove, he will 
correct, he will rend the caul of the heart, but 
he mil not bear with this. He loves his people 
too well to let them live without love. He says, 
Remember y repent, return^ Rev. ii. 5. *' I 
remember thee,'* Jer. ii. 2. ** My repen tings 
are kindled together," Hos. xi. 8. " I wUl 
surely have mercy on him," Jer. xxxi. 20. 

Let us then seriously compare our hearts and 
conduct with Jesus* requirements, and our own 
solemn resolutions and public professions. Let 
us compare what we are, with what we know 
we ouffht to be, and not be contented with cold 
hearts, dry eyes, dusty Bibles, neglected closets, 
and slighted ordinances. 

But hark ! there is a voice from the oracle of 
mercy speaking to such wanderers ; it speaks by 
conscience, by afflictions, by the ministry of the 
word ; " return ye backsliding children, and I 
will heal your backslidings ; " and mercy does 
not speak in vain, for there is also heard an echo 
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from the broken heart of penitence^ which saith, 
"behold we come unto thee, for thou art the 
Lord our God," Jer. iii. Now let us view a 
fresh miracle of mercy, in this returning and 
returned backslider. 

View him returning. To view a saint de- 
parting from God is a dreadful sight, but it is 
pleasing to see a sinner returning. His back is 
on sin — his eye is on the cross — the tear of 
repentance and blush of shame are on his cheek 
— the invitation of God is in his listening ear, the 
promise of God on his pleading tongue ; Satan's 
fiery darts fly round him ; despair threatens to 
crush him ; but mercy (though as yet invisible) 
safely conducts him, inditing his prayer, strength- 
ening his resolutions, and rejoicing over the 
sheep that was for a time lost to happiness and 
duty. Thus looking, weeping, listening, praying, 
conflicting, hoping, fearing, ne returns. Reader, 
do you know the original of this picture ? have 
you ever travelled this road? — Hos. ii. 7. How 
strikingly is this experience to be traced in the 
history of David's recovery! God returned 
unto him by his prophet, " Thou art the man.*' 
He falls under the charge, and meekly replies, 
*' I have sinned ;* " these three words contain 



* << Would'st thou the pangs of guilt assuage ? 
Lo ! here an open page, 
Where heav'nly mercy shines as free, 
Written in balm, sad heart, for thee. 
Never so fast, in silent April show'r, 
Flush'd into green the dry and leafless bower, 
As Israel's crowned mourner felt 
The dull hard stone within him melt. 

O 
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the 51 st Psalm, even as the germ contains t^e tree ; 
and in that wondrous psalm, from whence mercy 
hath fetched balm to heal many a broken heart, 
how plainly may we trace the retumings of the 
sinner! you that have sinned with him, say, 
have you returned like him ? 

View this returning one returned. To whom 
does he return ? " to me" Alas ! many deceive 
themselves here. They return to wishes, to 
desires, Prov. xi. 25 ; to convictions, to duties, 
but not to God, see Jer. iv. 1. "If thou wilt 
return, O Israel, return unto me," To me as 
thy husband, Hos. ii. 7 ; thy father, Jer. xxxi. 
18 --20; thy chief good. Psalm Ixxii. 25; thy 
resting place. Psalm cxvi. 7; Jer. i. 6; the 
fountain of living waters, Jer. ii. 13. The evi- 
dence of having returned, will be a right state 
of heart towards God, being at home in his 



" Th' absolver saw the mighty grief, 

And hasten'd with relief — 
'The Lord forgives: thou shalt not die — * 
'Twas gently spoke, yet heard on high, 
And all the band of angels, us'd to sing 
In heav'n accordant with his raptur'd string. 
Who many a month had turn'd away, 
With veiled eyes, nor own*d his lay, 

" Now spread their wings, and throng around 
To the glad mournful sound, 
And welcome, with bright open face, 
The broken heart to love*8 embrace. 
The rock is smitten, and to future years 
Springs ever fresh the tide of holy tears ; 
And holy music, whisp'ring peace. 
Till time and sin together cease." 

Keeblb's Christian Year. 
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presence, satisfied with his company. Many, it 
is to be feared, " heal their hurt slightly, crying 
peace." Let us be concerned to have our spiri- 
tual health well restored, our broken bones reell 
set, our wounds perfectly cured, else we shall be 
neither fit for service, nor conflict, but remain 
in a state of spiritual decrepitude, which, alas ! 
is the case with thousands of professors. This 
is not like Paul, 1 Cor. ix. 26, 27. '*What will 
they do in the end thereof?" a bed of death 
mill he a sad place for an unrcstored back- 
slider/ ♦ 

But what are the causes of the backsliders re- 
return to God, and what will be the consequences 
of his return, or the evidences of his restoration ? 

The causes of this returning are, God-g 

* " Recovery from backsliding is the hardest task in the 
christian religion, and which few make either honorable or 
comfortable work of.'* Owen. 

Those who think and speak lightly of backslidings, would 
do well to ponder over this weighty sentence ; and those who 
feel that they are declining in grace, who delight less in com- 
munion with God, and who think less on spiritual things 
than they once did, should call out earnestly for the help 
of omnipotence. It is worthy of remark, that the title 
"backslider" occurs but once in God's word. Proverbs 
xiv. 14 ; while the titles, saints, servants, called, citizens 
sons, believers, which are descriptive of the soul's' holiness 
zeal, and privileges, occur many hundred times. What God 
delights to call his people, that they should delight to he. 
Those who are accepted in the beloved, should be anxious 
80 to walk, so as to please God. The backslider grieves 
the Spirit; makes young christians to stumble; strengthens 
the prejudices of the world against religion ; weakens the 
church of God ; loses the enjoyment of divine approbation ; 
and, perhaps, " is saved, yet so as by fire." Surely this is not 
desirable for a child of Abraham, who is an heir of the 
promise "I will bless thee, and thou shalt be a blessing." 

o 2 
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mercy constrains ^^his Spiiit encourages — the 
promises warrant — necessities compel. O how 
powerful is that word return^ in Uie hand of the 
good Spirit, and how gracious is the Spirit to 
make use of it after he has heen so often 
quenched, and so deeply grieved! There is 
also this peculiarity about the child of God, that 
is not found in the professor ; some time or 
other, he must, like the prodigal, '' begin to be 
in want ; " the things which drew away the 
the heart, cannot satisfy it long ; he feels an 
inward dissatisfaction — a gnaviing at the heart; 
he recollects that there is *' bread in his father^s 
house," and he says, *^ I will arise and go to my 
father." It is not so with the mere professor : 
he has had fears, but they are gone ; he has had 
joys (such as they were), but now religion is a 
weariness ; there is little difference between him 
and the world, only as it respects an occasional 
attendance on ordinances, and refraining firom 
gross sins. Communion, sorrow, zeal, he has 
none ; no pining famine to send him to the mercy- 
seat ; and sucn characters had better conclude 
that all they once felt was a delusion, than de- 
ceive their souls with a vain hope, founded on past 
fleeting feelings. The consequences of returning 
will be such as to manifest who was the author 
of this work of mercy. We only mention two ; 
humiiit^ and zeal. Both these effects were pro- 
duced in him who thrice denied the Master whom 
he loved. He walked softly all his days, ever 
remembering how much he owed to sovereign 
mercy. He spent his life in obeying his LorcTs 
commands, "Strengthen thy brethren;" and 
in avenging himself upon Satan, who had over- 
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thrown him. To the restored backslider we 
8£^y> ** go thou and do likewise." 

Thus we have seen the rich provision which 
mercy makes to sanctify, comfort, sustain, and 
restore those whom it takes in hand, and that 
mercy which is the believer's companion through 
life, forsakes him not in death. It accompanies 
him to the cold river, and bears him safely 
through. If he has to pass through the winter 
of old age, mercy indites the prayer, ** cast me 
not off in the time of old age, forsake me not 
when my strength faileth," and then answers it 
and proclaims " even to your old age I am he, 
and even to hoary hairs will I carry you, I have 
made, and I will bear, even I will carry and will 
deliver you.'* Or if, •' cut off with pining sickness" 
and the sun goes down at noon, mercy teaches 
the heart to say **thou shalt guide me by thy 
counsel, and afterwards receive me to glory." 
And, O how great will that glory be, to which 
mercy shall raise : 

" If such the sweetness of the streams 
What must the fountain be.** 

Then God's people shall wear the garments of 
perfect holiness, and God's face shall wear an 
eternal smile ; and the loud song shall be echoed 
over the mountains of glory, *' Praise the Lord 
for he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever." 
**Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our 
sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings 
and priests unto God, be glory forever." 

But where are the despisers of mercy— where 
those who were too proud to stoop before the 
cross — and where those who trifled, where they 
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ought to have trusted, and speculated, wher« 
thej should have believed ? These are where 
all must have been, but for mercy. Oh ! who 
can contemplate the doom of the lost, without 
trembling. ** Then around the fiery concave the 
wailing of grief shall be heard, and the flinty 
wretch, who in life repelled tender mercy, shall 
now find the door of spumed mercy for ever 
barred ; and the soft and gentle spirit which 
dissolved in voluptuous pleasures, shall now 
dissolve in weeping sorrows, and outbursting 
lamentations, and the gay glory of time shall 
depart ; the green earth, with all her blooming 
beauty, and banners of peace shall depart ; the 
morning and evening salutation of kinsmen, and 
the ever-welcome voice of friendship, and the 
tender whispering of full-hearted afiection shall 
depart, for the sad discord of weeping and wailing 
and gnashing of teeth. And the tender names of 
children, and father, and mother, and wife, and 
husband — all, all shall pass away ; and instead 
thereof shall come the level lake that burneth, 
and the solitary dungeon, and the desolate 
bosom, and the throes and tossings of horror 
and hopelessness, and the wrath that dieth not, 
and the fire that is not quenched/^ *' A^ow, con- 
sider this, ye that forget God." Ps. 1. 21. Now 
is the accepted time, and now is the day of 
salvation. Your hearts must either bleed with 
penitence now, or burst with anguish and de- 
spair hereafter. If you are not joint-heirs with 
Christ, you must be joint-heirs with Satan. If 
you are not monuments of mercy on the hills of 
glory, you must be monuments of justice in the 
depths of damnation. If God avenged tiie honors 
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of his law, think you he will not avenge the insult? 
offered to his gospel. If you make light of 
God's message, God will not make light of your 
rejection, and how will you bear to hear him say, 
'* as for those my enemies who would not that I 
should reign over them, bring them forth and 
slay them before me." 

Pilgrim to glory and God, while passing home 
to thy rest, let this be thy prayer, for thy- 
self and the church of God : ** O satisfy us early 
with thy mercy, so will we rejoice and be glad 
in thee all our days." Psalm xc. 14. A daily 
feast on mercy shall make thy heart happy, thy 
lips joyful, and thy life fruitful, while at the 
same time thou wilt feel how far short thy 
praises fall of what is the due of mercy, and 
wilt conclude with one gone before, that, ** if 
all the sparks that ever leaped out of any fire since 
the creation, and all the drops of rain that have 
fallen upon the world, were so many angelical 
tongues, their praise would come short of the 
excess of this love and mercy. Let the praise 
of God for this, be not the business of a day, 
but the work of our lives." 

" Now I have found the ground, wherein 
Sure my soul's anchor may remain. 
The wounds of Jesus, for my sin, 
Before the world's foundation slain. 
Whose mercy shall unshaken stay, 
When heaven and earth are fled away. 

" O Love, thou bottomless abyss. 
My sins are swallow'd up in thee, 
Covcr'd is my unrighteousness ; 
From condemnation now I'm free. 
While Jesus* blood through earth and skies, 
Mercy, free, boundless, mercy cries. 
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" By faith I plunge me in thie sea ; 
Here is my hope, my joy, my rest : 
Hither when hell assails, I flee, 
I look into my Saviour's breast, 
Away sad doubts, and anxious fear, 
Mercy is all that's written here. 



€€ 



Tho' waves and storms go o'er my head, 

Tho' strength, and health, and friends be gone, 

Tho' joys be wither'd all, and dead, 

Tho* ev'ry comfort be withdrawn, 

Steadfast on this, my soul relies. 

Father, thy mercy never dies." 

Moravian Htmn. 



TU£ END. 
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